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Back in 1941-42, valuable family historical records,
awards, certificates, etc. were burned in backyard minibonfires or in the fireplace. Many valuable family
heirlooms were left behind and lost forever.
So, 120,000 of us went into camp unprepared for the
hardships, but, as in our nature and beliefs, we gaman’d
(persevered, endured, overcame). We made the best of it
with an attitude of susume (looking forward).
With the war’s end, we were ordered out of “camp”!
Those who had lost everything had no place to go!
Again, it was “Only What You Can Carry!” Items we
made or possessed in “camp” became the new family
heirlooms of our history, and we returned with them.
Since we never really talked about “camp” to our
children, they and our grandchildren may be completely
unaware of the significance and importance of what was
made in “camp.” These valuable historic items—artifacts-are hidden in attics, storage lockers, and garages. It’s
time to hunt for our treasures!

ATTENTION! ATTENTION!
All persons of Japanese ancestry, alien and “nonalien” (US citizens) with at least 1/16 Japanese blood (to
Gosei—5th generation), are to report Friday, February 19,
2016 to the Veterans Memorial Building on E. Beach
Street by 10 am for relocation. Failure to report will result
in imprisonment or fine, or both.

Each will be allowed two suitcases (with wheels OK)-one may be a carry-on backpack (“Only What You Can
Carry,”) with personal belongings.
You are not allowed to pack/bring these contrabands:
Guns, samurai swords, bullets, weapons (knives,
bow and arrows, etc.) or explosives.
Electronic devices: any computers, laptops,
smart phones, cell phones, TVs, radios, cameras,
recording devices, GPS, electronic games,
memory cards, flash disks, photocopier, etc.
Batteries, flashlights, binoculars, battery chargers.
Hardware: hammers, hacksaw blades, pliers,
screwdrivers, nails, electrical extension cords, etc.
Credit and debit cards.
Driver’s license (to restrict movement)
Liquid containers with more than 3 fluid ounces
(including mother’s milk).
Powder (possible chemical & biological weapons).
Pets.

Camp Artifacts … Historical Treasures!

World Premiere!
You are invited to San Jose Stage Company’s, in
partnership with El Teatro Campesino, presentation of
“Valley of the Heart, written and directed by Luis Valdez.

What will you pack? A dictionary? Writing materials?
Postage stamps? Which clothes? Toilet articles? Young
ladies should pack plenty of personal hygiene items.
Mothers will pack baby clothes, cloth diapers, formula,
soap, perhaps a toy/doll and little for herself. Will
prescription drugs be permitted for our elderly and the
sick? Besides birth certificates, passports, property deeds,
insurance policies, tax records, financial holdings,
diplomas, marriage licenses, cherished photos, check
book, and an address book, what else should you pack?
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tickets are moderately priced from $30 to $60. There are
only 21 performances from Wed. Feb. 10 to Sun. March 6,
2016. The theater seats less than 200 so you’re close to
the performers. I checked to learn that orchestra tickets
are going fast for all the performances, so don’t delay.
Make your reservations soon.
Closed on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Sat., Feb. 13.
The tickets are going fast; I am not kidding. Word of
this wonderful play is well-known in northern and central
California. Please, bring the children.

The fight to maintain dignity, identity, family and love
are at the heart of this American love story deeply rooted
in the fertile and beautiful Santa Clara Valley.

EXECUTIVE ORDER 9066, WHY?
Preface to the “Valley of the Heart” program
[Editor’s note: This was written for those not familiar with
the story of our wartime incarceration.]
“The only thing we have to fear is fear itself,” so
remarked incoming President Franklin D. Roosevelt on
Inauguration Day, March 4, 1933. He was speaking of
the Great Depression.
Nearly a decade later, President Roosevelt instilled
fear of espionage and sabotage with Executive Order
9066 on February 19, 1942 and, with Public Law 503,
forced the eviction of 120,000 innocent persons of
Japanese ancestry, both alien and “non-alien” (over twothirds were US citizens), from their homes in the restricted
military zones of Washington, Oregon, and California.
We were imprisoned in one of ten major “concentration
camps”—Amache, CO; Gila River, AZ; Heart Mountain,
WY; Jerome, AR; Manzanar, CA; Minidoka, IA; Poston,
AZ; Rohwer, AR; Topaz, UT; and Tule Lake, CA—for the
duration of World War II.
Most Santa Clara Valley residents were incarcerated
at Heart Mountain. Its most famous resident was 10 yearold Norman Y. Mineta—later, Mayor of San Jose, a
Congressman, Secretary of Commerce under President
Bill Clinton and Secretary of Transportation under
President George W. Bush.
Living in the war zone of Hawaii were 158,000 of
Japanese ancestry representing a plurality (37%--the
federal census was taken in 1940). Fewer than 1,500 of
their leaders were incarcerated. Why not more? Hawaii’s
economy depended upon the Nikkei community (of
Japanese ancestry), and racism was not prevalent as on
the West Coast.
We who lived 2,500 miles away from Pearl Harbor
were suspect and incarcerated. US Attorney General
Francis Biddle and Director J. Edgar Hoover of the
Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI) spoke against the
need for the mass removal.
Why the fear? California’s Attorney General Earl
Warren and Lt. Gen. John L. DeWitt of the Western
Defense Command spoke in favor. Warren believed that
Nisei (American born) were more dangerous than the Issei
(immigrants from Japan) and that no act of sabotage has
occurred meant that one is sure to happen. Warren’s
statements catapulted him to the governorship of
California. There were no acts of sabotage by any
Japanese American during the war. He later became a
great Chief Justice of the US Supreme Court. He never
apologized but “regretted “his remarks.
DeWitt stated, “A Jap’s a Jap. It makes no difference
whether the Jap is a citizen or not.” DeWitt had the ear of
President Roosevelt.

Internationally famed playwright, director and
producer Luis Valdez’s sweeping epic illustrates the ironic
divide between America’s ideals and its actions in what
the San Jose Mercury News says is a "multicultural
touchstone,” and of which the Los Angeles Times says
“We need memory plays as powerful as this one … a
quintessentially California play, written by a master of the
genre.” In the above photo, Luis and Lupe Valdez are
seated in the Heart Mountain “camp” room. Note the
Buddhist butsudan (altar) behind Lupe’s left shoulder.
“Valley of the Heart” is a love story, rooted in historical
events set in the fertile Santa Clara Valley near San José,
California, known as the “Valley of Heart’s Delight” in
1941, and is present day Silicon Valley. Opening in the
days leading up to Pearl Harbor, it is the dramatic
interaction of two families – the Yamaguchis and the
Montaños. Coming out of the Great Depression, both
immigrant families struggle to provide for the future of their
American born children. The families’ oldest children,
Benjamin and Teruko (“Thelma”) fall in love and emotional
stakes are further heightened when the Japanese attack
Hawaii on December 7, 1941 throwing both families into
uncertainty then chaos. Issues of loyalty and patriotism
provoke both heroism and rebellion among young,
imprisoned Japanese Americans while both Benjamin and
Thelma fight to maintain their dignity, identity, family, and
love in the face of war, fear, and separation.

For tickets, first go the El Teatro Campesino’s
website. Beware that some performances have been
sold out! Then, click onto Valley of the Heart. The
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authorities, divided the Nikkei community and individual
families in “camp.”
The JACL leadership advocated loyalty and patriotism
by encouraging the young men and women to volunteer
for military service. Masaoka asked for an all-Nisei unit,
the 442nd Regimental Combat Team (RCT). President
Roosevelt agreed, “No loyal citizen of the United States
should be denied the democratic right to exercise the
responsibilities of his citizenship, regardless of ancestry.
The principle on which this country was founded and by
which it has always been governed is that Americanism is
a matter of the mind and heart; Americanism is not, and
never was, a matter of race or ancestry.”
Many men from “camp” and Hawaii volunteered. Over
33,000 served. We are grateful, in particular, to the men
of the 100th/442nd Regimental Combat Team (RCT)
and the Military Intelligence Service (MIS). In 2011,
they were awarded the Congressional Gold Medal for their
service, sacrifice, and patriotism.
The 100th/442nd RCT was the most decorated unit
for its size and length of service in US military history. It
was known as the “Purple Heart Battalion” because of the
heavy casualties it suffered. They earned 9,487 Purple
Hearts (many earning double and more), over 4,000
Bronze Stars with 1,200 Oak Leaf Clusters added to the
Bronze Stars, 560 Silver Stars with 28 Oak Leaf Clusters
to the Silver Star; 52 Distinguish Service Crosses, 15
battlefield commissions, 7 Presidential Unit Citations; and
21 Congressional Medal of Honor.
The 100th/442nd RCT fought their way up the “boot”
of Italy and, then, liberated the French towns of Biffontaine
and Bruyeres. Without rest, the men were ordered to
“Rescue the Texas Lost Battalion,” considered one of the
US Army’s ten greatest battles. Saved were 211 Texans
at a cost of over 800 casualties; 184 killed, including
Henry Izumizaki of Watsonville.
The 522nd Field Artillery of the 442nd RCT was sent
into Germany where they opened the gates of Dachau, a
Holocaust concentration camp.
The combined Allied forces couldn’t break through the
Gothic Line in northern Italy for five months.
The
100th/442nd RCT smashed through it in 38 minutes in
dramatic fashion.
President Harry S Truman honored the men of the
100th/442nd RCT: “You fought not only the enemy, but
you fought prejudice--and you have won. Keep up that
fight, and we will continue to win--to make this great
Republic stand for … just what the Constitution says it
stands for … the welfare of all the people all the time.”
On Nov. 1, 1941, five weeks before the attack on
Pearl Harbor, a top secret language school--the Military
Intelligence Service--was established at the Presidio of
San Francisco. The US Army was preparing for the
upcoming war against Japan. Sixty students, mostly
Nisei, were recruited. The Nisei who graduated were
promised commissions as 2nd Lts. That was not to be.
Only the Caucasian graduates, whose knowledge and
expertise were considerably less, received officer’s
commissions.
Nisei soldiers fought two wars—one
against the enemy and another against prejudice and
favoritism in the US military.
More than 6,000 MIS graduates, men and women,
served throughout the Pacific Theater. The men served in

On December 8, 1941, hundreds of our community
leaders, nearly all elderly Issei men, were immediately
arrested by FBI agents without due process of law and
sent to inland Department of Justice prisons. The agents
knew who and where we lived for the US Census Bureau,
contrary to privacy laws, gave that information to the FBI.
Our Nikkei community had little national support. Only
the American Friends (Quakers) supported us. The
National American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) shied
away. Ernest Besig, a member of Northern California’s
ACLU who supported Fred Korematsu’s case, was
threatened with dismissal by the ACLU. Nearly all public
figures and celebrities were outspokenly in favor of our
removal and imprisonment.
Who came to our aid? The few who knew us well—
local public school teachers, clergymen, attorneys,
bankers, and neighboring farmers like the Montaños.
Their reward? They were called “Jap lovers,” and many
had their homes, vehicles, and businesses vandalized.
With our Issei elders imprisoned, the leadership of the
Japanese American community fell on the young Nisei
officers of the Japanese American Citizens League
(JACL). Most of them were still in their twenties.
JACL President Saburo Kido and Executive
Secretary Mike Masaoka advised cooperation with the
military and federal authorities under our philosophy of
shikata ga nai (some things can’t be helped; it’s beyond
our control). Without public support, we could not rally
against military force, and the lives of our infants to the
elderly had to be protected.
The US Constitution with its Bill of Rights was
designed to protect the natural rights’ philosophy to life,
liberty, and property, but whose?
What violations were there? For starters, the Fourth
Amendment. The FBI agents came into our homes
without search warrants and confiscated radios, cameras,
binoculars, flashlights, samurai swords, and guns--a
violation of the Second Amendment. The agents arrested
our elders and denied the writ of habeas corpus. We
were denied the right of indictment (informed of the
charges); to be confronted with accusatory witnesses,
denied the right to call favorable witnesses, denied the
right to legal counsel; denied a speedy and public trial;
right to reasonable bail; freedom from cruel and unusual
punishment (“camp” life with intolerable living conditions
and little access to basic education and medical care);
denied freedom from bill of attainder and ex post facto;
against involuntary servitude; denied the right to vote in
elections; and denied equal protection under the laws.
At one point in “camp,” we were denied the freedoms
of the First Amendment--of religion for Shinto and
Buddhist services were forbidden; of speech for “English
only” was to be spoken so that Caucasian authorities
could understand; of the press for our publications were
heavily censured; of the right to assemble for when told to
disperse the incarcerated were labeled as “trouble
makers”; and were denied the right of petition for redress
of grievances.
Denied our basic Constitutional rights, we were
“prisoners of war” held by our own country. To add to the
stress and tension of being unjustly incarcerated, a loyalty
questionnaire, poorly worded by the government
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incarcerating Muslim immigrants or anyone else in this
country?
In December of 1982, the Commission on Wartime
Relocation and Internment of Civilians (CWRIC)
announced that that fear was unjustified. It concluded that
“race prejudice, war hysteria, and a failure of political
leadership” led to our wartime incarceration.
The CWRIC did not address the major issue of
legality. That was reserved for the US Supreme Court
which, in the case of Fred Korematsu, ruled that the
wartime incarceration was legal under the guise of a
“military necessity.” Executive Order 9066 gave military
commanders the authority to arrest and imprison anyone
deemed a threat even when martial law had not been
declared and civilian courts were still operating.
One final story. “You take away our farm, our home,
put us in prison, take my son, he is killed, and you want to
give me a medal? No, thank you.” Kaz Masuda’s mother
refused to accept her son’s Distinguished Service Cross.
In Fountain Valley, CA, the family couldn’t get their hero
son buried because “No Japs” were allowed in the
cemetery!
Her daughter June accepted the medal from General
Joseph “Vinegar Joe” Stilwell who knew first hand of
the heroic contributions of the Nisei soldiers both in
Europe and in the Pacific campaigns.
“The Nisei bought an awful big hunk of America with
their blood,” said General Stilwell, Commander of US
troops in the China-Burma-India Theater.
“The blood of Americans that has soaked into the
sands of a beach is all one color. America stands unique
in the world, the only country not founded on race, but on
a way, an ideal …” said a young Captain Ronald
Reagan, who accompanied General Stilwell.
President Reagan, remembering Kaz Masuda, signed
H.R. 442, the Civil Liberties Act of August 10, 1988,
which offered an apology and reparations for our unjust
wartime incarceration.
The
National
JACL’s
Legislative
Education
Committee, led by Minoru Yasui, Grayce Uyehara, and
Grant Ujifusa, was instrumental in the passage of H.R.
442 through the Congress.
Today, we appreciate the positive place in American
society and are vigilant in outreaching to other minority
ethnic groups and cultures when prejudice and fear cloud
people’s judgment of the issues.
We are forever grateful to Luis Valdez for his play,
Valley of the Heart, which brilliantly dramatizes the
hardships, achievements, love and respect of two
immigrant families during a tumultuous time in our nation’s
history. Luis brings to life historical facts with such
emotional depth that the lessons to be learned are
timeless.
Onward!
Mas Hashimoto, Federal Prisoner #12524 D.
Poston Camp II, Block 220, Barack 12, Room A

every campaign in the Pacific War starting with the
Japanese invasion of the Aleutian Islands in Alaska, part
of the Battle of Midway Island.
They went into battle armed with little JapaneseEnglish dictionaries, using the Japanese language as a
secret weapon. And, demonstrating an American samurai
Bushido code of loyalty, their work as code breakers,
interrogators and interpreters, then later as translators,
radio announcers, propaganda writers, and cave flushers
impressed not only the officers but the other soldiers, too.
The MIS were the “ears and eyes of the US and its
Allies.” General Douglas MacArthur stated, “Never in
military history did an army know so much about the
enemy prior to actual engagement.” He was praising the
contributions of the MIS.
“The Nisei saved countless Allied lives and shortened
the war by two years.” Maj. Gen. Charles Willoughby,
Chief of Intelligence, G-2, under Gen. MacArthur’s
command.
After the war, the MIS helped with the Occupation of
Japan by assisting atomic bomb victims, helped those
Japanese soldiers repatriated from Korea, China, and the
Soviet Union after the war, helped with land reform and in
writing the new constitution of Japan, and fought in the
Korean War (1950-1953). They assisted in developing a
modern, democratic Japan.
Today, this school is located at the Presidio of
Monterey and is called the Department of Defense
Language Institute (DLI). Monterey is the language
capital of the world. Of the 60 plus languages studied
Mandarin, Arabic, Russian, and the North Korean dialect
are among the most important.
Toward the war’s end, many did not want us released
from “camp” and circulated petitions to the Congress that
all Japanese, American born included, be “returned” to
Japan and that none be allowed to become a citizen of the
United States or have permanent residence here, ever.
“The Japanese race, after all, is an alien race which
can never be assimilated into the American way of life.
There’s nothing of value of Japanese culture,” so said the
newspapers, labor unions, “patriotic organizations,” and
radio commentators.
Nothing of value? Today, many Americans—young
and seniors—enjoy eating sushi, sashimi, tofu, wasabi,
teriyaki, sukiyaki, mochi; they know how to write haiku,
fold origami and enjoy ikebana, bonsai, taiko, karate (“wax
on, wax off”), karaoke, ochanoyu (tea ceremony), sakura
cherry blossom festivals, Godzilla, ninja warriors, manga,
and the love and respect for nature and nature’s beauty.
But, far more important is our philosophy--kodomo no
tameni (for the sake of the children), gaman (to persevere,
endure), giri (duty), on (honor), haji—bring no shame to
the family, arigatai (gratefulness), and wa (harmony). No
longer are Japanese customs, traditions, and culture to be
feared or ridiculed. They are respected because of the
proven patriotism of our Issei pioneers and Nisei
generation to this country.
In the spirit of the nation’s bicentennial celebration
(1776-1976), President Gerald Ford rescinded Executive
Order 9066 on February 19, 1976, and we were grateful.
But, what’s to keep the next President of the United
States from issuing “Executive Order 9066 II”

A COMPLIMENT …
A middle-aged Nikkei woman, a person I’ve never met
before, said to me, “You have the shiniest (bald) head.”
Of the 100 men in the hall, there were only two other
balding men. That was a compliment, right?
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SMITHSONIAN SEEKS WORLD
INCARCERATION ARTIFACTS

WAR

Our projects needing support are:
1. Master Plan Development Interpretive Center and
Museum, $150,000.
2. Preservation of Eroding Adobe Classrooms (photo
below) built by those incarcerated, $160,000.
(These classrooms were so well-built that they
were used by the Colorado River Indian Tribal
Council for over 30 years.)

II

The Smithsonian’s Museum of American History
plans to design an exhibition on Japanese American
experiences during WW II, following the passage of
Executive Order 9066 of Feb. 19, 1942 by President
Franklin D. Roosevelt, which led to the mass incarceration
of persons of Japanese ancestry in American
concentration camps without due process of law.
Opening in February 2017 on the 75th anniversary of
Executive Order 9066, the exhibit will feature the original
order – on loan from the National Archives – and display
images and objects from the museum’s own collection,
and materials collected for the project. The exhibit “will
interpret how Executive Order 9066 shaped the lives of
Japanese Americans during World War II and continues to
resonate throughout America and the community today.”
The museum is seeking donations of the following
items for possible inclusion in the exhibition:
 100th Infantry Battalion duty uniform.
 Photos of Japanese American WW II veterans
(100th/442nd RCT/522FAB/MIS/WAC/etc.).
 Handmade toys and children’s items from camp.
 Cards and games used in camp by children and
adults for leisure.
 Textbooks, report cards, projects and artwork
from camp schools and adult education classes.
 Birth and death certificates from camp.
 Camp worker documentation and records, such
as salary logs (for both Japanese Americans and
non-Japanese).
 Sports-related artifacts, photos and documents
from camp.
 Camp newsletters and newspapers.
 Resettlement documents.
 Redress documents.
 Hawai’i confinement documents.
For more information, contact Noriko Sanefuji at
americanhistoryapacollection@si.edu. (202) 633-3340.

3. Assessment of Historic Structures by Preservation
Architect, $40,000.
4. Promoting the film, “For the Sake of the Children.”

We are pleased to announce that the Poston
Community Alliance has received a grant of $50,000 from
the Aratani Foundation to help support our current
projects. These funds enable us to begin the process of
developing a Master Plan for Poston’s long-term goals.
Please consider making a donation to help us
complete our current and long-term goals.

POSTON CAMP UPDATES: PRESERVATION
PROJECT
By Dianne Kiyomoto,
Poston Community Alliance
Were you or a family member incarcerated in Poston,
AZ during WW II? If so, we need your help.
We are working to preserve the physical artifacts as
well as the stories and memories of life in Poston.
Photo below: the remains of Camp I’s gymnasium and
theater (site of the future Interpretive Center).

About the Aratani Foundation: George Tetsuo
Aratani (1917-2013) and his family were incarcerated in
Gila River, AZ. Before the war, he met his future wife,
Sakaye Inouye, and she was incarcerated at Poston, AZ
Camp III.
After WW II, Mr. Aratani became a successful Los
Angeles entrepreneur. He was a most generous
contributor to Japanese American educational, cultural,
and civil rights causes. The Aratani Foundation has
sustained Japanese American cultural centers, museums,
retirement
homes,
sporting
programs,
religious
institutions, scholarship programs, Nikkei political leaders
(whether he agreed with them or not!) and the National
JACL.
The Foundation endowed the nation’s first academic
chair, the “George and Sakaye Aratani Chair in Japanese
American Incarceration, Redress, and Community” at
UCLA, held by Professor Lane Ryo Hirabayashi.
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INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS, JAN. 17, 2016
We were delighted that the members of the Salinas
Valley JACL could join us—Gilroy, San Benito County
(SBC), and Watsonville-Santa Cruz—this year at the
beautiful San Juan Oaks Golf Course in Hollister.
President Kurt
Kurasaki of San
Benito County
JACL, host of this
year’s event,
welcomed all.
After a delicious
buffet lunch, Judge
Joseph Biafore,
Jr. installed the
2016 boards.

Remember the beautiful Cottonwood Bowl theater of
Poston Camp II (above) where we had to bring our own
folding seats? The memorial service “TAPS” was held for
Watsonville’s 442nd RCT hero, Harry Fumio Madokoro.

Mrs. Madokoro, with
Bible in hand, was
presented with her son’s
Distinguished
Service
Cross. He was killed in
action.
Harry was exempt from
service as a “sole
surviving son” (“Saving
Pvt Ryan” movie) but he
volunteered to serve his
country from Block 213.
Mrs.
Madokoro,
a
widow with no family,
returned to Japan after
the war. She died there.
She gave her only son to
this country, and she could not become a citizen of the
United States! It was against the law. This law, through
the efforts of your National JACL, was changed in 1952.

Judge Joseph Biafore, Jr. administered the oath of
office, a duty he has graciously performed for over 30
years, to the newly installed boards of the SBC, Salinas
Valley, and Gilroy JACL chapters (above).
Retired
Cabrillo
Community College
instructor,
Sandy
Lydon, a member of
the SBC JACL and
wearing his red
Hollister
High
School sweater of
the Class of 1957,
spoke
of
the
importance of the
local JACLs in their
community.
He
stated that his SBC

Donations, payable
to Poston
Community
Alliance, a
501(c)(3) non-profit
organization,
should be sent to
630 E. Quincy,
Fresno, CA 93720.
Thank you.
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Thank you to the many generous members donating
bingo prizes:
June/Sunao Honda
8 plates sushi, 5 pkgs Dora Yaki
3 cream puffs
Rubie Kawamoto
12 boxes Kleenex, 1 box Cheez-it
crackers
Jean/Iwao Yamashita 3 pkgs. popcorn, 1 bag arare,
3 bags squash, 3 bags
vegetables, 4 bags tomatoes
Eiji Natsuki
1 calendar
Yoshiko Nishihara
15 Dawn dish soap, scrubbers
Terry Hirahara
2 bags Bugles, 4 boxes Kleenex,
3 bottles hand soap
Mary Perez
6 Rice Crispy treat
Eiko Ceremony
2 tin cans cookies,
1 ½ dozen eggs
Jo Ann Vear
40 pkgs. Single chips
Cindy/Gary Mine
3 Cherimoya
Lois Ota Family
1 Aspercreme, 5 jars Mineral Ice
Mitsuyo Tao
5 cans Kuromame
Yaeko Cross
2 pkgs. paper plates (96),
24 Ramen noodles
Jane Sugidono
12 toilet tissue
Hatsuko Tsuji
12 bath tissue
Toshi Yamashita
30 rolls toilet tissue
Eileen Byers
8 rolls Bounty paper towels
Kazuko Sakai
4 boxes Kleenex,
2 bottles hand soap
Miyeko Yamashita
6 bags rock candy,
2 large bags arare
Jean Akiyama
5 boxes Kleenex,
4 plates cookies
Eiko Nishihara
12 bottles hand soap
Donna/Grace Fujita
100 bags green tea
Patricia Marr
110 paper plates, 32 Dixie cups
with lids, plastic knives and forks
Hisako/Akira Kodama 12 jars tsukemono
Yukio/Edna Nagata
3 boxes Kleenex,
12 rolls toilet tissue
Hisako Uemura
9 rolls toilet tissue
Susan AmRhein
2 lemon bars
Chie Sakaue
1 plant, 1 bouquet, 8 bags lemons
Kumiko Nakatani
4 hand soap, 4 Japanese towels
Carol/Paul Kaneko
30 rolls toilet tissue
Chiyeko Shikuma
2 large bags senbei,
Tea Hashimoto
10 Dawn dish soap
Hisako Kodama
6 lbs. mochi rice, 4 lbs. red
beans, 1 lb. Mochiko
We all appreciate the toban group, and this month it
was June Honda, Rubie Kawamoto and Eileen Byers
as well as many other members that always jump in to
help whether or not they are on the setup and cleanup
committee. Also, we all appreciate those that are bingo
callers, bingo spotters and those that deliver our wonderful
prizes when we win.
Those in attendance for the January birthdays were
Terry Hirahara, Evy Kamigawachi – 92, Mitsuko Ruble,
and Hatsuko Tsuji. Happy Birthday to Frances Goon 97
and Karen Sugidono who couldn’t be there. Evy’s family,
Harvey and Laurie, and nephew Paul Matsui were also
there to enjoy the festivities.
An announcement was made that Nancy Iwami
moved to Reno to be with her daughter. She will be

JACL is the only chapter that continued meeting through
the war years in Poston. He praised the role that the
JACL continues to play particularly with issues pertaining
to immigrants and racism in this country.
You can follow his thought provoking presentation at:
https://youtu.be/gz8ZXUg7EY.
He received a standing ovation from a most
appreciative audience.

W-SC JACL board members include: Iwao Yamashita,
President Marcia Hashimoto, Carol Kaneko, Kimi Marr,
Dr. Gini Matute-Bianchi, Jeanette Otsuji Hager, Cindy
H. Mine, Victor Kimura, Phil Shima, and Joe Bowes.
Thank you, SBC JACL for hosting this year’s event.
W-SC JACL will be in charge next year.

SENIOR CENTER NEWS

By Jo Ann Vear
It was great to be back at Senior Center on January 7
after a two-week break. It seemed a long time since we
all saw each other, and everyone was happy to be back.
The New Year Celebration and January Birthday party
was held on January 14. There was a moment of silence
for those we have lost in the past year, followed by New
Year greetings from Iwao Yamashita. The Shigin was
performed by Chie Sakaue.
Beautiful
decorations were
made by Helen
Nakano even
though she couldn’t
be in attendance.
Her daughter
Susan AmRhein
delivered them on
behalf of Helen and
everyone enjoyed
the little monkeys. Susan also brought her collection of
monkeys for decorations. Photos by Carol Kaneko.
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coming back for visits in the future. There was a
discussion that possibly the Seniors could organize an
overnight bus trip to Reno to visit Nancy. This proposal is
being looked into by Kimiko Marr for a spring time trip.
Let Kimiko know if you are interested in going.

The Miyuki buffet was enjoyed by all.
Paul announced that improvements have been made
at Kizuka Hall by Joe Bowes:
1) Back door now has a door closer.
2) Spotlights replaced with LED lights over the stage.
3) Both heaters now functioning properly.
It was suggested that the Senior Center pay half the
bill for these improvements. There were no objections to
the idea.
There was a planning meeting on January 21 with 15
Senior members in attendance. A big “thank you” to
Susan AmRhein for a delicious lunch. The 2016 calendar
was discussed, and a few changes made. Apparently not
all the Seniors go to the meals at Hong Kong Gardens
because of driving in the dark. So that has been changed
to a 3:00 pm dinner. We are looking for ideas for more
special events, exercise programs, local tours and
Japanese entertainment. If you have any ideas for
something entertaining please talk with Paul or Carol
Kaneko. Cindy and Gary Mine would like to give a tour
to those interested in Valley Heights.
Marcia Hashimoto thanked the Seniors for the
generous donation to the community directory and
encouraged all to patronize the advertisers.
The
directories will be mailed very soon to all the Seniors.
We welcomed back Hatsuko Tsuji and Kitty Mizuno
this month.
Carol Kaneko passed out the 2015 Treasurer’s report
and the new 2016 Membership list.
Cindy Mine informed our Seniors about a recent
home robbery committed after service people had been in
the home. She advised us to be vigilant when people
come to your home to do repairs or maintenance.
Monetary donations gratefully received this month:
Iwao Yamashita, Terry Hirahara, Hatsuko Tsuji,
Christine Izumizaki, Yoshino Matano, Henry and
Deborah Izumizaki, Helen Mito, Frances Goon, and
Dan and Karen Nitta in honor of Helen Mito’s 99th
birthday.
Paul announced that on Thursday, February 4th we
will have our Zenzai treat, and Sunday, February 28th is
the Day of Remembrance to be held in Salinas.
There will be a one-day trip to Table Mountain Casino
on Tuesday, February 16th.

Cover: Yamashita Market with Sumi, Goro, and
Shizu Yamashita. Check our Directory online at:
http://watsonvillesantacruzjacl.org/supporters/

Dear Members & Friends,
Happy 2016 New Year!
Welcome to our eighth issue of the Watsonville-Santa
Cruz Japanese American
Citizens League Community
Directory.
We extend our appreciation
to
the
businesses,
professional services and
organizations who have
made this 2016 Directory the
best ever! Most of our ad
donors have thoughtfully and
generously supported our
chapter for many years for which we are thankful. We
also appreciate and are excited about our first-time
directory sponsors.
We encourage our members and friends to use this listing
guide as a helpful reference. I, personally, keep our
directory by the telephone and refer to it often.
Our community is fortunate to have these highly regarded
services, and our organization is most grateful for their
support of our outreach in education, civil rights, cultural
appreciation and efforts to provide a safe and comfortable
recreation facility for our Seniors and cultural groups.
Thank you,
Marcia Hashimoto, President
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[Editor’s note: The Directory Committee members are
Phil Shima, David Kadotani, Victor Kimura, and Marcia
Hashimoto. W-SC JACL thanks them for their dedicated
service each year.]

WATSONVILLE TAIKO AND SHINSEI DAIKO
By Bonnie Chihara
On February 6th Watsonville Taiko will be collaborating
with Santa Cruz Ballet Theater at the Gail Rich Awards
being held at the Rio Theater in Santa Cruz. We will be
performing Zuii composed by sensei Ikuyo Conant.
Robert Kelly will be choreographing an original dance
piece for this event.
Our calendar is already filling up for the coming
months. We are looking forward to performing with our
youth group at the Hanamatsuri at the Watsonville
Buddhist Temple on Sunday, April 10th. The following
weekend is our Anniversary show at the Crocker Theater.
Our youth group has been practicing every Friday for
both of these performances.
For more information on our upcoming performances
or classes please contact us at 831 435-4594. Or email us
at info@watsonvilletaiko.org.
Our upcoming schedule:
Feb. 6th
Gail Rich Awards, Santa Cruz
Mar. 23rd
Stevenson School, Pacific Grove
Apr. 10th
Watsonville Buddhist Temple's
Hanamatsuri
Apr. 16-17
Watsonville Taiko's Anniversary Show,
Crocker Theater Cabrillo College
Apr. 23rd
Cupertino Cherry Blossom Festival,
Memorial Park Cupertino
Apr. 24th
Big Sur Marathon, Big Sur

KAWAKAMI SISTER CITY UPDATE
By Robb Mayeda
The Kawakami Watsonville Sister City Association
thanks those community members for their support at our
flapjack breakfast fundraiser at Applebee’s in December.

This photo shows JACL members who came—Kaoru
and Terry Hirahara, Sus and Mich Matano, Mas and
Marcia Hashimoto, Leigh Sakaguchi, Fred Oda, and, in
the back, serving coffee, is Esther Ura. Our sixteen
students and their families sold a record 353 tickets and
served 215 people.

THE CREATIVES, Celebrating 20 Years of the
Gail Rich Awards …
Exhibition! Photographs by Shmuel Thaler / Text by
Wallace Baine at the Cabrillo Gallery, Cabrillo College,
Library Room 1002, January 25 – February 26, 2016.
Reception: Saturday, January 30, 5:00 – 7:00 pm
FREE and open to the public (Closed February 12 & 15).
Performances by Gail Rich Awardees Past &
Present, Saturday, February 6, 7:30 pm, Crocker Theater,
Cabrillo College Arts Complex, Aptos. $25 general, $15
Cabrillo SAC holder. $75 Gold circle with champagne
reception, limited to first 50. All proceeds to benefit
Cabrillo College Arts Scholarship Fund.
Tickets: www.cabrillovapa.com/ 831.479.6154.

CHIDORI BAND CONCERT, FEB. 27
Our next fundraiser is Kawakami Night at Miyuki
Restaurant, to be held on Tuesday evening, February 9.
Miyuki has agreed to donate a portion of the night’s
receipts to our association.
Our next Applebee’s Flapjack Breakfast is
scheduled for Sunday, February 21. We will start serving
at 8:00 am. Take-out breakfast is available. Please plan
on arriving by 9:50 am since the restaurant stops serving
promptly at 10:00 am. The families of our student
travelers will be serving and assisting you.
Tickets are available from the students at their middle
schools. Walk-in customers benefit the Association’s
general fund that supports our Pajaro Valley Unified
School District chaperones and the hosting of our visitors
from Kawakami-mura, Nagano-ken, Japan.

Saturday, February 27, the San Jose Chidori Band
will perform a concert to commemorate the Watsonville
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Buddhist Temple's 110th Anniversary Celebration. This
concert is one of many events being planned to celebrate
the temple's anniversary.
In 1953, the San Jose Chidori Band was among
several Japanese American bands that formed in
communities after World War II. This was a time, when
Japanese Americans were reestablishing their lives after
returning from incarceration camps across the country.
These bands formed to give something back to the Issei
generation who had little sources of recreation, by
providing Japanese entertainment. The San Jose
Chidori Band is one of the few bands that remain today.
Today's Chidori Band members, led by Music Director
Duane Takahashi, are primarily third and fourth
generation musicians and include Shin Issei who perform
for the love of Japanese music. Their music includes a
variety of Japanese music including enka classics and
contemporary J-pop songs.
The Chidori Band provides live music at several Bay
Area Buddhist Obon festivals during the summer including
Alameda, Mill Valley, Mountain View, Oakland, San Jose,
San Francisco and Union City Obon festivals. Over the
years, the band has performed for various celebrations
throughout Japanese American communities in areas
such as: Cortez, Fresno, Hanford, Livingston, Lodi, Los
Angeles, Monterey, Penryn, Sebastapol and Stockton.
Last year, the Chidori
Band was featured at a
concert to commemorate
the 125th anniversary of
San Jose Japantown.
The Chidori Band will be
honored this month with
their induction to the
2015 Bunka Hall of
Fame for perpetuating
Japanese culture in
America. Over the past
years, the Chidori Band
has produced three CDs
which will be available at
the concert.
The anniversary concert begins at 2:00 pm. There is
no admission fee, but donations will be accepted for the
Watsonville Buddhist Temple's 110th Anniversary
celebration activities. Guest performers from the
Watsonville Buddhist Temple will also join the band for
this special concert to celebrate Japanese heritage
through music.
More additional information, please view the
Watsonville
Buddhist
Temple
website
at
www.wbtemple.org or contact Perry Yoshida (831) 2397540 (perryy761@aol.com).

as well as martial arts, ikebana and tea ceremony
demonstrations, and much more.
It is estimated that 5,000-8,000 people of all ages and
ethnic backgrounds attend the JCF every year.
Recently, we learned that our grant money will be less
than expected. So, we are reaching out to our supporters
because we are in dire need of your donations to insure
the JCF will even be feasible in 2016. To help celebrate,
and leading up to this major accomplishment, we have
also been planning some special fundraising events. Your
financial support will enable us to provide the same high
level of excellence as in the past. You will be recognized
for your contribution in our 2016 program and on the JCF
website. Your tax deductible donation to this effort will be
greatly appreciated.
The JCF organization is totally voluntary with no paid
staff or office space, is operated totally with donations and
some in-kind contributions from the City of Santa Cruz.
We will be happy to provide you with any additional
information about our organization.
Donations can be sent to JCF, P.O. Box 3458, Santa
Cruz, CA 95063, or via Paypal through our website:
http://www.jcfsantacruz.org/. If you shop online via
Amazon.com, you can also support the Japanese Cultural
Fair
through
their
Amazon
Smile
Program:
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/31-1622733.
The mission of this Japanese Cultural Fair is to
provide an opportunity for the community to increase its
awareness and understanding of the Japanese culture.
We believe through an increased exposure to the culture
of Japan, we can improve mutual understanding among
neighbors on the Pacific Rim and enrich our community
life here in Santa Cruz.
The JCF is a 501(c)(3), non-profit organization. No.
31-162273.
Your support will make it possible to celebrate the
Japanese Cultural Fair’s 30th Anniversary. Thank you.
"Do You Know Anyone Else Who Eats?"
If the
answer to the above question (Do You Eat?) is "YES",
why not do it for the benefit of the Japanese Cultural
Fair?
If you go to the IHOP in Capitola on January 18th,
February 22nd, March 21st, April 18th, and May 23rd (any
time), they will donate 20% of your purchase to the
Japanese Cultural Fair. Neat, huh? The only catch is you
show them one of the coupons. Feel free to run off as
many coupons as you like, and we hope that you will also
share them with all your friends and contacts in your
address book.
So, have at it. Happy dining, and the Japanese
Cultural Fair thanks you for supporting it.
Sincerely,
Paul Kaneko

JAPANESE CULTURAL FAIR, JUNE 4, 2016
Dear Japanese Cultural Fair Supporters,
On Saturday, June 4, 2016 we will be celebrating the
30th anniversary of the Japanese Cultural Fair (JCF) in
Santa Cruz. For the past 29 years, the JCF has presented
a wide array of excellent examples of Japanese culture to
the community of Santa Cruz County. There is nonstop
entertainment with performances by two outstanding taiko
groups, colorful pageantry of traditional dance and music
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IN REMEMBRANCE …

Roy Kaoru Sakae
Roy Kaoru Sakae passed away peacefully at his
home on November 22, 2015. He was 93 years old.
Roy was born in
Hollister and grew up in
nearby
San
Juan
Bautista. The oldest of
eight children, he helped
on the family farm
growing
garlic. He
attended
San
Juan
Bautista
Grammar
School and graduated
from
Hollister
High
School.
In 1942, the Sakae
family was relocated to
the Japanese Internment
Camp located in Poston,
Arizona. Mr. Sakae was drafted into the U.S. Army and
was honorably discharged in 1944 at Fort Douglas, Utah.
In 1946, after the war, the family moved back to
California. They settled in Mountain View where he and
his brothers started Sakae Brothers Nursery growing
carnations. In 1951, he married Pauline Shinta. They
expanded their nursery to Watsonville in 1958, and in
1976, the family moved to Watsonville. With his brother,
Henry, they started Ocean Front Nursery. In 1982, he
opened Roy Sakae Nursery, overseeing its operation until
his retirement in 2013.
Mr. Sakae is survived by his wife, Pauline; sons,
Grant and Wayne; daughter, Lesly and grandchildren,
Jarrett, Audrey, Brendan and Allison.
Memorial services will be held Saturday, January 30,
2016, 11:00 a.m., at the Watsonville Buddhist Temple.
Mehl’s Colonial Chapel has been entrusted with the
cremation and service arrangements.

2016 BWA officers: Fumie Yonemoto, Nobuko
Akiyama, Hisako Kodama, Kyoko Suruki, Kiiko
Akiyama, Aiko Nitao, Itsuko Okamoto, Riiko Yoshida,
Chie Sakaue and Rev. Hanayama.

2016 ABA officers are: Sadao Matsunami, Noboru
Nakatani, Judy Hane, Jean Akiyama, Janice Tao, Iwao
Yamashita, Kenny Kusumoto and Rev. S. Hanayama.
On Saturday, Feb. 6, 2016 from 4 pm to 7 pm, the
Temple will host its annual “All You Can Eat” Udon Feed
at 423 Bridge Street, Watsonville, CA 95076 for only $10
per person. Sold separately will be chirashi, pastries, and
soda. Take-outs are available upon request. Don’t miss
out on this fun and “fulfilling” event. The Temple will be
the busiest eating place in town that evening.

We send our deepest condolences to the Sakae
family, relatives, and friends.

WATSONVILLE BUDDHIST TEMPLE NEWS
The February 2016 Calendar:
2 Tues 7:30 pm
Board Meeting
3 Wed 1 pm
Dana Day & BWA Meeting
4 Thur 10 am
ABA Meeting
5 Fri
Secretary off
6 Sat
4-7 pm
“All You Can Eat” Udon Feed
7 Sun 9:30 am
Japanese Service
10 am
Sunday Service, Shotsuki Hoyo
12 Fri
2 pm
San Juan Howakai
14 Sun 10 am
Sunday Service, Nirvana Day
& Dharma School
21 Sun 10 am
Sunday Service
27 Sat
2 pm
Chidori Band Concert
28 Sun 10 am
Sunday Service
Shotsuki Hoyo Service
10 am Sunday February 7, 2016
Let us remember to express our gratitude to our loved
ones. All are invited to oshoko (incense offering).

On Sunday, Jan. 10, the Temple had the installation
of 2016 officers which included new board member Doug
Nakashima, President Bill Wurtenberg, President-elect
Barbara Shingai, board member Kim Yoshida, and
advisor Rev. Shousei Hanayama.
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Wesstview has a tutoring club for local students aft
fter
scho
ool at Westvie
ew on Thursd
days from 3:15 – 4:45 p.m
m..
Plea
ase be in prayyer as we rea
ach out to ourr neighbors w
with
God’s love and much
m
needed help. Contacct Pastor Dan
n if
you are interested
d in helping in this loving outreach to o
our
neighbors.

Fe
ebruary’s Mem
morial List
Ak
kiyoshi, Tosh
hio
e
Arao, Louise
Arrita, Tom Yos
shiki
Brace, Carolyn
Eto, Tamae
Ch
hihara, Takas
shi
Fujita, Tadao
Fu
ujimura, Miek
ko
Hamada, Minoru
Fu
ukuba, Henry
y
Hirano, Dick
Ha
ane, Tsutomu
u
k
Ish
himaru, Misu
ue
Hirahara, No
oboru
Iizushita, Dentta
Iwamasa, Makiyo
yoji, Kimiye
oshito
Jy
Kadotani, Yo
Tommy
Ka
Harumi, Kam
ajihara, Lynn
n
mimoto
Miitsuo, Michae
el
Kendall, Ros
salie
Kimoto, Lily Masae
M
Kodama, Ke
eiko
Ko
oike, Toshi
Kumada, Ka
atsuichi
Ku
umada, Tsun
ne
Manabe, Dic
ck (Masami)
Ma
anabe, Shozo
o
Mito, Frank
Morimune, Tei
Miiyanohara, Hatsue
H
T
Mo
orita, Seitaro
o
Muramoto, Tsuchi
T
Na
agata, Kohei
Nakano, Geo
orge Joji
Niiyama, Emik
ko
Nishihara, Dale
D
Nis
shihara, San
njiro
Nitta, Toshim
mi
Od
da, Jean
Oita, Hirosaburo
Sakae, Cliffo
Ok
kamoto, Fred
d Kunio
ord
Sa
akakihara, Ka
azuo Philip Shingai, Tom
mizo
Su
umida, Jintarro
Suruki, Kimiye
Tamasu, Ma
Ta
ahara, Tsuyo
asaaki
Ta
aniguchi, Yay
yono
Tanouye, Ru
uss Hiroshi
Ts
suchiyama, Benji
B
Tsuda, Toku
u
Us
suki, Vickie Kimiko
K
Wada, Dean
n
Wa
ada, Lindy
Wakayama, Toshiko
Grace
Yamamoto, Jim
Ya
agi, Hatsusab
buro
Ya
amamoto, Ric
chard
Yamaoka, Ayako
A
Ya
amaoka, Hele
en Hiroko Yappert, Miy
yoko
Yo
oshida, Haruko
Yoshida, To
omoichi
Yukitake, Ta
akashi
Ca
aptions to the photos on pa
age 14:
(1) January Shotsu
uki Hoyo serrvice; (2) Elre
en using herr
compu
uter to sing a gatha; (3) Perry Yo
oshida, Jim
m
Uemura, Akio Ide
emoto, Itaru Nitao, Iwao
o Yamashita,,
Yoko Umeda, and Norman Uye
eda were thanked for theirr
volunte
eer services to
t the Temple
e; (4) there were
w
four liness
for the
e potluck lunccheon; (5) Isa
amu Akiyama
a had a plate
e
full (bu
ut so did everyone else); (6) the ladiess enjoyed the
e
lunche
eon; (7) the YBA
Y
kids enjoyed the weekend break;
(8) bin
ngo game--if your bingo number is called you mustt
sit dow
wn; last one sttanding wins; (9) Judy Na
agamine won
n
the “bllackout” bing
go game; (10
0) Bill Wurte
enberg called
d
the numbers, and he
h was assiste
ed by Perry Yoshida;
Y
(11))
Bill Wu
urtenberg’s grandson,
g
Miles Anderso
on, rushed to
o
claim his
h bingo prize
e; and (12) so
o did Lily Hes
ster.

Help your youth
h/children grrow a strong foundation iin
Christ! Youth/Family
Y
y Upcoming Events
Gym
m Nites are usually the 1s
st and 3rd Fridays
F
of ea
ach
month, from 5:30 – 8 p.m., at Westview.
W
Markk your calendars for the following dates:
 Fe
ebruary 5th – Salvation Army
A
Meal/G
Gym Nite, 4 - 7
pm, Westview
 February 19th – Gym Nite, 5:30 – 8 pm, Westview
 Ma
arch 4th – Sa
alvation Arm
my Meal/Gym Nite, 4 - 7 pm,
Wes
stview
 Ma
arch 18th – Gym
G
Nite, 5:3
30 – 8 pm, We
estview
Westvview will be serving
s
the Salvation
S
Arm
my
meal on
o Friday, Fe
ebruary 5th. Salvation Arm
my
mealss are usuallyy prepared and
a
served tthe
first Friday
F
of each
h month throu
ugh April. Me
eet
at We
estview at 2 pm. For mo
ore information
contact the Deaco
ons or Pastorr Dan.
Wed
dnesday Stud
dy Series: What
W
is the confusing
c
Book
of Revelation
R
rea
ally about and
d how does it speak into ou
ur
time? Wednesday Study Serie
es are usuallly held the 2n
nd
and 4th Wedne
esday of eacch month att 6:30 p.m. at
Wes
stview. Come
e explore the Book of Revelation as w
we
discu
uss Max Luccado’s study of Revelation
n. Please ma
ark
yourr calendar fo
or the following dates: February
F
24tth,
Marc
ch 9th, Marc
ch 23rd (no Study Series on Februa
ary
10th
h; Westview will have an
n Ash Wednesday Service
on th
hat date).
Sunday Message Series: “Care
“
for you
ur soul – taking
care of the only part
p of you tha
at will last for eternity!”
e
–
base
ed on John Ortberg’s
O
boo
ok Soul Keep
ping.
Sunday School During Worrship Service
e in our You
uth
Roo
om
Y
Youth
with Youth Leader Hanna
H
Kasik
C
Children
with Kathy
K
Crudge
e
[Edittor’s note: We did no
ot receive any photo(s) to
acco
ompany the “C
Chimes”.]

D FAMILY OF NISEI VETERANS
V
S
FRIENDS AND
W invite yo
We
ou, your fam
mily and frien
nds to join o
our
Frien
nds and Family of Nisei Ve
eterans (FFNV
V) for 2016.
T
This
year, ou
ur first meetin
ng will be held
d on Saturda
ay,
Feb.. 13 at 11:3
30 am at th
he Morgan Hill Buddhist
Com
mmunity Cen
nter, 16450 Murphy Av
venue, Morgan
Hill, CA, 95037. We will present the “Rescue of the Lo
ost
Batta
alion” program. It was so
s well receiived that ma
any
have
e asked that it be repeate
ed so that th
hose who we
ere
unab
ble to attend the USS HO
ORNET eventt will be able to
hearr and learn of
o the rescue
e. A potluckk lunch will be
served at noon. Please bring
g your favorite
e dish to share.
All are most welco
ome to attend
d.
O Memoria
Our
al Service willl be held on Saturday, May
21 at
a noon, Rob
berts Park, Oakland
O
Hills, CA. After tthe
prog
gram, we will enjoy a po
otluck lunch/p
picnic after tthe

HIMES by Leeslie Nagata--Garcia
WESTVIEW CH
Ash We
ednesday Se
ervice will be
e
held February 10th, 6:30 p.m. att
Westvie
ew. It will be
e meaningful
to be an
nointed and to
t begin Lentt
with prayer and re
eflection. The
e
Holy Sp
pirit is always very stronglyy
present, so come and
a
soak up
p
the Spirrit of God!
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service. It is recommended that one dresses with warm
clothes, even if the sun is shining brightly.
Finally, the Las Vegas Reunion will be held October
16-20 at the California Hotel. This is always a rewarding
and fun-filled event which includes the opportunity to
honor the veterans of the 100th Battalion, the 442nd
Regimental Combat Team, and the Military Intelligence
Service. Visit with friends and family at several
hospitality rooms and two banquets, as well as enjoying
the sights and activities of Las Vegas. We will again offer
a Hawaiian Hotel Package.
FFNV contact information: mailing address is P. O.
Box 626, Gilroy, CA 95021. The officers are:
President Lawson Sakai,
Vice President Brian Shiroyama,
Secretary Shelby Kariya,
Treasurer Jean Hirasaki,
Reunion Coordinator Janet Ito,
Membership dues are $25 for individual or couple.
You can pay at the Feb. 13 meeting in Morgan Hill or mail
the check payable to FFNV, c/o Carol Akiyama, P. O.
Box 6552, Woodland Hills, CA 91365.
And, thank you!

“Day of Remembrance Education Fund”
We are grateful for the following early donations to our
DOREF from:
Greatest Need
From the “Go For Broke Legacy Fund” …
by Henry Izumizaki of Gig Harbor, WA …
in memory of his parents,
James and Kitako Izumizaki
Milo G. Yoshino, a fellow civil rights advocate,
of Walnut Creek, CA
Fred Oda, in appreciation
Sam and Yae Sakamoto, in appreciation
Newsletter
Kazuko and Kurt Kurasaki of San Juan Bautista,
in appreciation.
Scholarship/Education
For a speaker on “The Japanese American
Experience: The Incarceration” from … the
History Forum, Museum of Art History, SC
DONATIONS GRATEFULLY RECEIVED FROM …
In memory of Yoneko Mizokami (mother) and Paul
Mizokami (brother) from …
Nancy Mizokami Yamada of Vienna, VA

PLANNING AHEAD IN 2016 …

In memory of Mary Tsuyuki from …
Susan Hirano
Sharon Cardno, my aunt
Mary Okamoto of Alexandria, my friend

Sunday, Feb. 28, 2016: W-SC JACL is hosting the
Day of Remembrance Observance from 1 pm to 4 pm at
the site of the Salinas Assembly Center (former California
Rodeo Grounds).
April 16-17: Watsonville Taiko’s Anniversary Show, at
Crocker Theater, Cabrillo College Campus, Aptos.
Sunday, April 24, 2016: Watsonville Bonsai’s Annual
Show, at the Watsonville Buddhist Temple.
Saturday, June 4, 2016: Japanese Cultural Fair at
the Santa Cruz Mission Park,
Saturday, June 25, 2016: The W-SC JACL Annual
Community Picnic will be held on at the beautiful Aptos
Village Park.
June 27th to July 8th: Kokoro no Gakko’s 2016
session. Registration for K to 6th graders will be available
soon.

WE WELCOME A NEW W-SC NATIONAL JACL
MEMBER: Mary Tada of Watsonville
We are very grateful, too, to all those who renew
their membership on or before their due date.

JOIN US--WATSONVILLE-SANTA CRUZ JACL
If you are not now a member of the National JACL, we
hope you will join our W-SC JACL chapter.
Please encourage family members, relatives and
friends to join us for 2016-2017. We are a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit, educational, civil rights organization, and our tax
deductible federal ID is #94-2659895.
A membership form is included in this newsletter.
Yes, you don’t have to be a Japanese American to be
a member. You don’t even have to be a US citizen. You
must be an advocate for justice and for civil rights for all.
Current members, please look at the date after your
name on the address label. E. Txxxx 10/15 means your
membership expired back in October of 2015. Your
renewal before your membership expiration date will be
appreciated by our Membership Committee.
If you have moved or are planning to move, please let
us know your new address.
Please do not mail to our Kizuka Hall address on
Blackburn Street.
Our mailing address is: Watsonville-Santa Cruz
JACL, P. O. Box 163, Watsonville, CA 95077-0163.
Thank you for reading this February 2016 newsletter.
Comments are always welcome.

SOUTHERN POVERTY LAW CENTER (SPLC):
Confederate monuments in New Orleans must come
down
(1) Together with several New Orleans lawyers, SPLC
filed an amicus brief supporting the removal of four
monuments that promote white supremacy and glorify the
Confederacy.
Preservation groups and a chapter of the Sons of
Confederate Veterans challenged the New Orleans City
Council’s decision to take down the monuments in the
wake of the white supremacist massacre in Charleston
last year. Nine people were shot and killed during a prayer
service at Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal
Church in Charleston, SC June 17, 2015.
Banning same-sex marriage in Alabama.
(2) Alabama Chief Justice Roy Moore should be
removed from the bench for advising state probate judges
to enforce Alabama’s same-sex marriage ban, the
Southern Poverty Law Center said in a new supplement
filed in its ongoing ethics complaint against Moore.

Onward!
Mas Hashimoto, Editor
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WATSONVILLE BUDDHIST TEMPLE 2016 NEW YEAR AND POTLUCK DINNER PHOTOS

Seniors’ Corner

February 2016 ck

WATSONVILLE-SANTA CRUZ JACL SENIOR CENTER TRIPS
One-Day Senior Center Trip to Table Mountain Casino
Tuesday, February 16, 8:00 am to 7:30 pm $5 e-cash
Cost: Active Senior Center Members $30; others $40
For reservation call Carol Kaneko 476-7040 or Rubie Kawamoto 854-2028
Non-Senior Center members are welcome to join us! Seats are still available, but please call soon.

Left: January birthday celebrants: Terry Hirahara, Mitsuko Ruble, Hatsuko Tsuji and Evy Kamigawachi.
Right: Evy Kamigawachi with her family members Paul Matsui, Laurie and Harvey Kamigawachi. Photos by
Carol Kaneko.
Upcoming Activities at the Senior Center:
Thurs Feb 4 Zensai Treat
Thurs Feb 11 Regular Bingo
Tues Feb 16 Table Mt. one-day trip, 8 am to 7:30 pm
Thurs Feb 18 February Birthday Party
Thurs Feb 25 Regular Bingo
Sun Feb 28 Day of Remembrance Observance, “Salinas Assembly Center,” 1 pm to 4 pm
Please check out our Senior Center website: http://kizukahallseniors.wordpress.com to keep up with our activities, see
photos, and check our calendar.
*Please join our Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL Senior Center! If you enjoy playing bingo, celebrating special birthdays and holiday
occasions, and going on trips, and would like to regularly receive health information and have your blood pressure monitored, join us for
our Thursday get-togethers. We’d love to have you and your spouse and/or friends join us. “Active Senior Center Members,” who have
paid their membership dues and who make annual birthday and Senior Center anniversary donations, are eligible for reduced fares on our
trips. Please contact Carol Kaneko (831) 476-7040 for registration information. Since our Senior Center operates under the auspices
of both our local JACL chapter and the National JACL, we encourage all members of the Senior Center to become members of
the National JACL through our Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL chapter.
HELP WANTED! The Senior Center is always looking for able-bodied, caring, fun-loving volunteers (any and all ages welcome) to help out
weekly (or once a month or so) with toban duties. We need your help on Thursdays from 12:30 to 3:15 pm to help our toban teams prepare
tea, set out the tea and snacks, and clean up. You are invited to play bingo with us while you wait for clean up time - or you can help our
bingo team check bingo cards! Let us know if you can help out on one or more Thursdays each month. Call Susan AmRhein at (831) 7249454 to volunteer and have some fun.

2016 DAY OF REMEMBRANCE
“WWII NIKKEI CAMP ARTIFACTS—HISTORICAL TREASURES”
Sunday, February 28, 2016
The Day of Remembrance observance sponsored by the five Monterey Bay JACL chapters—Gilroy, Monterey
Peninsula, Salinas Valley, San Benito County and hosted this year by the Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL---will
be held at the site of the “Salinas Assembly Center,” (former “Salinas Rodeo Grounds”) 1034 N. Main Street,
Salinas, CA 93906.

The above artifacts: Mr. Takayanagi’s certificate to leave Topaz. Arthur Ishigo was the husband of Estelle
Ishigo of “Days of Waiting,” fame (a short, documentary film that won an Academy Award (Oscar) for Steven
Okazaki.
This year’s theme, “WW II Nikkei Camp Artifacts—Historical Treasures,” will highlight historic artifacts from the
“camp” experience of over 120,000 innocent persons of Japanese ancestry held during our wartime
incarceration.
The event is free of charge, and all—young and elderly—are invited to spend an educational afternoon at this
worthy program. Light refreshments will be served.
1:00 pm
1:15 – 4:00 pm

Japanese Memorial Garden visitation, weather permitting.
Program in the Santa Lucia Room;
Guest speakers are Nancy Ukai Russell and Laura Iiyama.
Also, there will be the sharing of camp artifacts by the five sponsoring chapters.

Featured will be Berkeley JACL member Nancy Ukai Russell and Contra Costa JACLer, Laura Iiyama. Nancy
is a founding member of the Ad Hoc Committee, “Japanese American History Not for Sale,” which launched a
Facebook page to protest the public auction of Japanese American concentration camp artifacts collected by
Allen H. Eaton.
Laura Iiyama worked on a permanent exhibit about the once-thriving Japanese American flower growing
community.
Nancy and Laura have found that Japanese American artifacts (including documents, photos, diaries,
craftworks and personal belongings) and their stories are crucial not only for historians but for the young
Yonsei and Gosei (4th and 5th generation) Nikkei members. They believe the items should be properly cared for
or donated to a museum or a historical society, and they offer their assistance to families who would like to
donate their camp artifacts.

GUARDING AGAINST UNJUST INCARCERATION BY US GOVERNMENT
We, in 1942, were imprisoned without charges, attorney, trial, or due process of law by those
who swore, with their oath of office, to uphold the Constitution of the United States! They didn’t!
Now, one would think, after all these years, that America has learned the lesson of our unjust
wartime incarceration, but it has not! It must never happen again to anyone in this country! We are,
in short, the modern guardians of the Bill of Rights!
As JACLers, it is our duty to fight for and protect the civil and human rights of every American
and legal resident. You can help. How? By continuing your membership in our Watsonville-Santa Cruz
JACL chapter and taking an active role in our mission.

Manzanar guard tower; Delphine Hirasuna’s “The Art of Gaman” book; our reception coming home.
Our Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL is truly grateful to its members and friends who have donated
to this year’s 201 6 Day of Remembrance Education Fund (DOREF). Thank you. To those who
haven’t, please help with what you can. Each donation helps to preserve our Nikkei history and legacy.
This DOREF maintains a safe hall/dojo for our Seniors and cultural groups; honors our youths
with the Kee Kitayama Memorial Scholarship(s); and supports this monthly newsletter.
************************************************************************************

201 6 DAY OF REMEMBRANCE EDUCATION FUND (DOREF)

___Yes, I/we wish to help. Enclosed is a tax-deductible contribution for:
___Greatest Need

___Education/Scholarship

___Newsletter

Please make checks payable to Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL, memo: DOREF,
and mail to Watsonvillle-Santa Cruz JACL, P. O. Box 163, Watsonville, CA 95077.
Your name(s):
______________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________
Our donation is: ___ In Remembrance of .., or ___ In Honor of …
Name(s): _____________________________________________________________________________
(An acknowledgment, unless you request otherwise, will be sent to:)
Name of person(s) to be notified and address(es):
___________________________________________________________________________________
___I/We do not wish to be acknowledged in any publication of the organization.
Thank you!
W-SC JACL is a non-profit, educational, civil rights organization.
Tax deductible #ID 94-2659895

Watsonville-Santa Cruz Chapter
National Japanese American Citizens League (JACL)
No Increase in the 2016 – 2017 Membership Dues
Working toward our national goal of Better Americans in a Greater America is a worthy one. One does not
have to be of Japanese ancestry to be a JACL member, but one must believe that safeguarding the rights of all
Americans and legal residents is of utmost importance in this country.
Please join us today. We are the most proactive, oldest, and respected Asian American civil rights
organization, and our programs include cultural appreciation and educational outreach.
Your membership is never taken lightly or for granted. We have worked diligently to earn your confidence
and trust. Your active participation and membership can make a significant difference in what happens today in our
community and in our nation.
Please help us fight racial prejudice, discrimination, racial profiling, bigotry, intolerance and
indifference.
The 2014 National and local dues for our tax-deductible organization (ID #94-2659895) are as follows:
___$150 This includes two National dues with one subscription to the Pacific
Citizen, local dues and our monthly JACL newsletter, and all children under age 14 to

Family/Couples

Individual Member

Youth/Student

be included.
___$80 This includes National dues with subscription to the Pacific Citizen, the
official paper of the National JACL, and local chapter dues and our monthly JACL
newsletter.
___$25 for each of ages 14 to 24, which includes a subscription to the Pacific
Citizen, local youth/student membership, and our monthly JACL newsletter. Youth
membership is required for scholarship consideration.

For Thousand Club, Century Club, and Millennium Club and Life membership categories, please contact our
membership chair Jeanette Otsuji Hager.

Name:
(Last Name)

(First Name)

(Middle Name)

(First Name)

(Middle Name)

Spouse’s Name:
(Last Name)

Address:
Home phone: (_____)

E-mail:

For family membership, please list names (and ages) of all children under the age of 14:
Name:

Age:

Name:

Age:

Name:

Age:
Please send your check payable to Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL and mail ASAP to:
Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL
c/o Jeanette Otsuji Hager, Membership Chair, P. O. Box 163, Watsonville, CA 95077
Thank you so much for your support.
Check out our websites: http://watsonvillesantacruzjacl.org and jacl.org. .

