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REMEMBERING FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22nd

The first station I pulled into had four black boys
working there. Nope. I’ll look for another station. Again,
at a second gas station, black boys were working there,
too. Then, it dawned on me that I was a racist. I was
looking for white boys to service my car, believing that
whites will do a better job than blacks—that’s racism! At
that moment, I didn’t like me at all. How did I come to
believe as I did? I pulled into the next station, not caring
who was going to service my car.
While waiting, I had to go to the restroom. This station
had three restrooms—Men, Women, and “Colored.” I
went into the “Colored.”
Four black kids who watched me serviced my car
beautifully. When I paid in cash (I didn’t have a credit
card), the change was thrown onto the concrete floor by
the white manager for he, too, saw me go into the
“Colored” restroom.
The rest of the morning, I drove around Dallas, past
the book warehouse and Parkland Hospital, not knowing
the importance these places would play five months later
on Friday, November 22nd, 1963.

By Mas Hashimoto
The last time I wore a bowtie was Friday, November
22nd, 1963. For three years, I had been teaching social
studies at Watsonville High School, my alma mater.
During that summer of 1963, Tets Hojo of San Jose
and I spent the entire summer (3 months) touring the
USA. Upon returning, I was excited to share what I had
learned about our nation, especially of the segregated
Deep South, starting with Dallas, TX.
Soon after 3rd period began (around 10 am) on that
fateful Friday, November 22nd, Vice Principal Greg
Woznick came into my room. Was this a surprise visit?
He stated quietly, “I thought you and your students
should know. The President has been shot.” What?! We
were in shock! Then, a few moments later he returned to
announce that President John F. Kennedy was dead.
The young girls were sobbing uncontrollably. The guys
tried to look brave, but clearly, everyone sat heartbroken,
in disbelief, and some sat in anger.
Mr. Woznick thoughtfully set up a black and white TV
set in the auditorium. I don’t remember taking roll or
anything the rest of that day except I, along with my
students, were watching and listening to Walter Cronkite
of CBS-TV News.
Later in the day, I took off my clip-on bowtie and put it
my pocket. For a few years I kept it but then decided to
throw it away. It wasn’t the bowtie’s fault. It’s just that
bowties thereafter made me feel uncomfortable.
The assassination of President Kennedy took place
50 years ago, and this year November 22 nd is again a
Friday.
We will never know how the nation and the world
might have been had his brilliant leadership been allowed
to ….

But, how can I be a racist against blacks if I didn’t
know any?” There was one black student in all my years
in high school. How did I come to the conclusion that
blacks were somehow inferior?
All I knew about blacks came from the Hollywood
movies of the 1930s through the 1950s which portrayed
them as dumb, lazy, and as happy-go-lucky “darkies”—
singing and dancing. There was nothing about a black
man or a black woman that could be admired by anyone.
Hollywood portrayed Mexicans as dirty, lazy and as
“banditos” with no regard for human life, and I knew that
wasn’t true for I worked beside them in the agricultural
fields of our Pajaro Valley and studied with them in school.
And, as for Japanese, Hollywood pictured us as
cunning, deceitful, unscrupulous and cruel—as gangsters.
The white public who saw these flicks were
“brainwashed” into thinking that’s who African-Americans,
Mexican-Americans, and Japanese-Americans were.
Hollywood producers made movies that the white
public wanted to see, and they made big bucks. Why
would a producer change a winning “formula” of making
money?
While Hollywood and television programs have
changed for the better during the post Civil Rights era of
the 1960s, there are still places in the USA which are not
safe for Asian Americans to visit. If it is not safe for us,
what about African Americans, Mexican Americans, and
others?
What can the JACL do to help?

REMEMBERING 1963 DALLAS
Tets Hojo, then a young student at Stanford
University, and I drove all night across Texas to get to
Dallas. It was so hot during the day, and my first car didn’t
have air conditioning. One doesn’t need A/C while living in
Watsonville.
Arriving early in the morning, our motel room wasn’t
ready. So, I decided this was a good time to have the car
serviced with an oil change and a “lube” job.
In those days, all the gasoline stations were “full
service.” Young boys checked the oil, tire pressure,
cleaned your windshield, and pumped the gas, and you
didn’t have to get out of your car. The price of a gallon of
gas was a little more than 25 cents.

1
For our full, living color newsletter, log onto www.watsonvillesantacruzjacl.org, Newsletter, then the month.

We are reminded that 150 years ago, on Thursday,
November 19, 1863, President Abraham Lincoln
delivered the Gettysburg Address. Its message—the
survival of the people’s representative democracy—is, in
light of the recent Congressional stalemate, clearly
remains a goal today:

THE FUTURE OF JACL AS A VIABLE CIVIL
RIGHTS ORGANIZATION
by Paul Kaneko
I was very encouraged to read John Tateishi’s “For
the Record” column in the October 4-17 issue of the
Pacific Citizen.
He said some very profound and
thoughtful comments about the future of the JACL. As it
so happens, I had been saying the same things and
asking the same questions for the past several months at
our own Chapter Board meetings regarding the Voting
Rights Act. But Mr. Tateishi said them much more
eloquently than I could ever do.
National JACL’s failure to take a strong and timely
stand regarding the Voting Rights Act was quite disturbing
to me. It was almost a “Johnny come-lately” type of
stance, but it is just a recent example of where the
organization has disappointed me.
The other examples go on and on and do not only
pertain to the Supreme Court’s ruling that disarmed
important parts of the Voting Rights Act. Some of the
other examples besides redistricting, limiting opportunities
and hours for certain people to vote, imposing strict
requirements for registering to vote, voter ID laws, cutting
back on polling places causing long lines, restricting
certain people’s right to vote, wholesale purging of voter
rolls, etc. include other things that are happening around
the country affecting women’s reproductive rights,
women’s right to vote, gay marriage, immigration reform,
etc.
When certain members of Congress’ primary objective
is to work against a President just because he is black,
changing their positions on issues 180 degrees if he
supports something (even to the point of voting against
legislation they themselves had proposed) is, I think,
flagrant racism.
These are just some of the latest examples of my
concerns and reasons for my disappointment with the
JACL’s silence and inactivity.
Its failure to do anything strong, bold, and timely
jeopardizes JACL’s reputation and standing as a civil
rights organization.
Mr. Tateishi stated that it also goes to the heart of the
questions: Who are we? What is the JACL? Are we really
a civil rights organization, or is the JACL, as one person
has called it, a “paper tiger?”
Furthermore, can the JACL continue to be a
respected and effective civil rights organization by only
concentrating on just JA or Asian-American issues? I
don’t think so. Threats to any of our civil liberties affects
all of us regardless of race, color, creed, age, religious
affiliation, sexual orientation, disability, etc.
As I read Mr. Tateishi’s remarks, I thought: “Right On,
John!” I wish we had more of your kind of leadership in
the JACL once again as it is sadly and sorely lacking.

Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought
forth on this continent a new nation, conceived in
liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men
are created equal.
Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing
whether that nation, or any nation so conceived and
so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great
battlefield of that war. We have come to dedicate a
portion of that field, as a final resting place for those
who here gave their lives that that nation might live.
It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do
this.
But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate, we can
not consecrate, we can not hallow this ground. The
brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have
consecrated it, far above our poor power to add or
detract. The world will little note, nor long remember
what we say here, but it can never forget what they
did here. It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated
here to the unfinished work which they who fought
here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for
us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining
before us—that from these honored dead we take
increased devotion to that cause for which they gave
the last full measure of devotion—that we here highly
resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain—
that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of
freedom—and that government of the people, by the
people, for the people, shall not perish from the
earth.
We must dedicate ourselves to the unfinished
work ….
THANK YOU! THE CSAC LETTER WRITING
CAMPAIGN HAS STARTED
We encourage all JACL chapters, members
(Youth/Student members as well), and friends across the
nation to write in support of this stamp proposal. We are
grateful to those JACLers and friends who have submitted
their personal letters to the US Postal Service’s Citizens’
Stamp Advisory Committee (CSAC) in support of the
issuance of commemorative stamps for the ten
incarceration camps.
We’ve asked that the stamp(s) issuance be on the 75th
anniversary of President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s
Executive Order 9066—our “Day of Remembrance,”
February 19, 2017.
If you haven’t written, please do so soon.

A REMINDER FROM THE CIVIL WAR
By Mas Hashimoto, Editor
Today, one small segment of the House of
Representatives is conducting a civil war of its own. The
general consensus is that the shutdown of the federal
government was completely unnecessary.
One 91 year-old veteran of World War II stated in
disgust, “This wasn’t the country I fought for.”
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Here are three letters of support—one by Mayor
Lowell Hurst of Watsonville, Joe Myers, a WW II
veteran, and Amelia and Warren Koenig, dear friends of
the Japanese American community. All the letters were
addressed to:

homes, loss of personal and private property and in some
cases, separation of relatives and friends, by loss of
contact. They were sent to concentration camps at
Amache, CO; Gila River, AZ; Heart Mountain, WY;
Jerome, AR; Manzanar, CA; Minidoka, ID; Poston, AZ;
Rohwer, AR; Topaz, UT; and Tule Lake, CA. At this
point, it would seem fair to term the above conditions as
dastardly, and to add ignominious as my personal opinion.
The word, "concentration," was used by President
Roosevelt while discussing Executive Order 9066.

Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Committee
C/o Stamp Development
U.S. Postal Service
475 L' Enfant Plaza, Room 3300
Washington, D.C. 20260-3501

October 15, 2013

The U.S. Government apologized to those incarcerated by
passing the Civil Liberties Act of 1988. For this, I'm
certain these people and to their satisfaction, are
interminable. Stamps honoring the Japanese and Japanese
Americans would be very appropriate and particularly so,
since they had experienced racism, humiliation and
shame.

Dear Members of the CSAC:
It is my pleasure to write a letter in support of the
proposed ten (10) commemorative stamps—one
specifically designed for each Japanese-American
internment camp: Amache, CO; Gila River, AZ; Heart
Mountain, WY; Jerome, AR; Manzanar, CA; Minidoka,
ID; Poston, AZ; Rohwer, AR; Topaz, UT; and Tule Lake,
CA--submitted to the Citizens’ Stamp Advisory
Committee by the Watsonville-Santa Cruz (CA) Chapter
of the National Japanese American Citizens League
(JACL).

I would like to recommend that there be 10
commemorative stamps, specifically designed, one for
each camp as listed above. It might be well at this time to
make mention of the Japanese Americans of the
100th/442nd Regimental Combat Team which won fame
and honor during World War II. They achieved more
medals and achievements during this period than any other
military organization in the United States History of
warfare for their duration and length of service. It has
been stated by military historians, the Military Intelligence
Service (MIS), composed primarily of Japanese
Americans, saved countless American and Japanese lives
while serving in the Pacific Theater of Operations.

The stamps would honor 120,000 innocent Japanese and
Japanese Americans who, during 1942-1945, were
forcibly evicted from their homes and imprisoned in one
of ten major American “concentration” camps (a term
used by President Franklin Delano Roosevelt) without
charges, attorney, trial, or due process of law—clearly a
violation of our fundamental laws. They endured the
racism, humiliation, and shame and then rose above
adversity, with an undying faith, to serve this country they
love.

At this point, I would like to state that I too, am a veteran
of WW II; having spent five and a half years in the U.S.
Army during 1940 - 1945. I was in communications and
was discharged as a Cryptanalyst and have been rated
100% disabled by the Veterans Administration.

In conclusion, I fully support the efforts of the
Watsonville-Santa Cruz (CA) Chapter of the National
Japanese American Citizens League (JACL) as they seek
approval of the ten (10) commemorative stamps designed
for each Japanese-American internment camp. It would
be a day of remembrance which would serve as a reminder
that no American citizen ever again be imprisoned on
account of race.

Very truly yours,
Joseph G. Myers (s)
1017 East Lake Avenue
Watsonville, CA 95076
***********************************************
Ladies and Gentlemen:

Sincerely,
Lowell Hurst (s)
Mayor
City of Watsonville, CA
[This letter was written on official City of Watsonville
stationery.]
*******************************************
October 8, 2013
Gentlepersons:

I am writing to urge your Committee to issue 10
commemorative stamps to honor the loyalty of the
Japanese Americans who were imprisoned during World
War II and who had not committed any crime.
February 19, 2017 will be the 75 th anniversary of
Executive Order No. 9066 that put the dragnet into
immediate action. The U. S. Government apologized 46
years later for this infamous violation of the incarcerated
Japanese Americans’ rights.

Early in 1942, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt issued
Executive Order 9066 which caused the forced removal of
over 120,000 innocent persons of Japanese ancestry both
"Alien and Non-alien," living in the restricted areas of
California, Oregon and Washington. This led to severity
and drastic conditions which including eviction from their

Despite their terrible treatment, Japanese-American young
men left the camps to serve in the military and Military
Intelligence Service. Their sacrifices and heroism are
legends.
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Please issue 10 commemorative stamps, each one
specifically designed for each incarceration camp as
follows:

Today, the intelligence school is located at the
Presidio of Monterey and is known as the Defense
Language Institute (for the Department of Defense).

Amache, CO; Gila River, AZ; Heart Mountain, WY;
Jerome, AR; Manzanar, CA; Minidoka, ID; Poston, AZ;
Rohwer, AR; Topaz, UT; and Tule Lake, CA.

A REPORT ON THE FLOWERING CHERRY TREE
AT WATSONVILLE HIGH SCHOOL

If you can issue stamps for movie stars, cars and cartoon
characters, I believe these proposed stamps honoring the
loyalty of the locked-up Japanese-Americans deserved to
be issued.
Thank you.
Warren and Amelia Koenig (s)
260 Koenig Road
Watsonville, CA 95076
PS I was in the 8th grade in Hanford, CA when one day
the Japanese American students were all gone. I asked the
teacher where they were, and she said, “Oh, they moved.”
They all just disappeared. Amelia.

VETERANS DAY, NOVEMBER 11
This year, Al Hopson will be honored as the
“American Legion’s Hero” and Manuel C. Gutierrez as
the “Veteran of the Year” for their service to the US Air
Force and US Army, respectively.
The parade of veterans, with the Watsonville Police
Cadets’ Color Guard leading, will begin at 9:45 am from
St Patrick’s Church on Main Street, proceeding to the
Veterans Memorial Building on East Beach Street. There
the Watsonville Band will play favorite military and
patriotic tunes (from 10:15 to 10:50 am).
Todd
McFarren, former mayor of Watsonville and a former US
Marine, will be the Master of Ceremonies. The event is
free and light refreshments will be served.
All veterans who can muster are asked to meet in the
parking lot of St Patrick’s Church before 9:30 am.

The flowering cherry tree was once again vandalized!
More of the main trunk was snapped off. Watsonville High
Principal Elaine Legorreta, Construction Tech teacher
Evan Clark and his students in this photo built a fence to
protect it from further damage. We hope “Neko” (“cat”-name of the tree) survives the winter. We thank the
faculty and students for their care of the friendship tree.

DEDICATION OF BUILDING 640
At 9 am, Monday, November 11, 2013, a ribbon
cutting ceremony will be held at the Military
Intelligence Service’s new Historic Learning Center,
Building 640, Presidio of San Francisco, and you’re
invited.
A luncheon will be served at the Presidio
Observation Post at noon. The cost per person is
$80. Reservations may be made by calling (415)
921-5007 or emailing njahs@njahs.org.
On November 1, 1941, five weeks before the
attack on Pearl Harbor, the US Army was preparing
for the war against Japan. In Hanger 640 of Crissy
Airfield at the Presidio of San Francisco, Japanese
Americans in the US Army were studying the
Japanese language which was used as a top secret
weapon against Japan.

SALINAS ASSEMBLY
GARDEN CLEAN UP

CENTER

MEMORIAL

We are grateful to Gary Mine and Joe Bowes for
cleaning the Japanese Memorial Garden at the site of the
Salinas Assembly Center. Gary stated the Salinas City
Parks and Recreation Department has watered the area
more frequently, which was nice, but there were more
weeds than usual.
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A video from Carmel Kamigawachi was shown,
followed by a slide show made by Carol on the year in
review with a special tribute to Ray Sako.

TRI-CHAPTER INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS
Please join us for our 2014 joint Tri-Chapter—Gilroy,
San Benito County, W-SC JACL chapters--Installation of
Officers Luncheon on Sunday, January 19, 2014, hosted
this year by the Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL. It’ll be held
at our JACL Tokushige Kizuka Hall, 150 Blackburn Street,
Watsonville, CA 95076.
Registration will take place at 11 am with the program
to follow after lunch at 12 noon. A delicious Miyuki
Japanese buffet lunch will be served for $25 per person
(tax and tip included).
Our W-SC JACL Keiro Kai who are National JACL
members 75 years of age or older (born in January 1939
or earlier) are cordially invited as our special guests.
For reservations, please call Bobbi Jo Palmer at
(408) 842-2879 before January 10, 2014 to leave a
message. We’d love to have you join us.

SENIOR CENTER NEWS by Kitako Izumizaki

After bingo all enjoyed a wonderful buffet dinner
catered by Miyuki Restaurant. To add to the buffet,
Hisako Kodama brought cucumber namasu; Terry
Hirahara brought broccoli and fruit; while Jane Sugidono
brought her tasty orange Jell-O dessert.

October being the month for celebrating our
nd
anniversary, Seniors gathered to celebrate the 42 year
rd
of inception with a program on Thurs., Oct. 3 . Greetings
were given by manager Paul Kaneko, with a message by
Jeanette Hager from the W-SC JACL (please read the
following article).
Presentation of a beautiful orchid plant was made to
Louise Sako, the only remaining past manager. Chie
Sakaue presented Shigin, the Japanese ceremonial song.

Shirley Nishimoto, here with Paul Kaneko, holds the
delicious “Omedeto 42” cookie, a thoughtful gift from
Miyuki Restaurant. Thank you, Miyuki’s!
Floral arrangement for the 42nd anniversary was the
work of Jean Akiyama, Hisako Kodama and Mitsuyo
Tao. The bouquet consisted of ‘mums, snowball and lilies.
Individual tables held small bouquets of colorful seasonal
blooms.
Susan AmRhein surprised us with a special birthday
party in honor of her September birthday. Susan had each
individual table decorated with a large paper strawberry
with candy. Each table held a small daisy plant in large
colorful mugs. Strawberry and blackberry shortcake was
served with lots of whipped cream. Delicious, and many
thanks for the special treat!
There being just one birthday person for this month, it
was decided to hold a combo October-November birthday
party on Thursday, November 14.
Good to see Judy Hane back and on her feet. We
send good thoughts and speedy recovery to Chiyoko

Former manager, Louise Sako, above, did the cake
cutting honors. Photos by Carol Kaneko.
Seniors over 90 all received a succulent plant: Nancy
Iwami 99, Masako Miura 99, Yoshino Matano 98,
Louise Sako 96, Haruko Yoshii 96, Miyeko Yamashita
95, Mitzi Katsuyama 93, Chiyoko Yagi 93, Hideko
Nagamine 92, Michiko Hamada 92, Akira Kodama 92,
Sam Sugidono 91, and Kitako Izumizaki 91. Absent
were Frances Goon 94, Carmel Kamigawachi 92,
Mitsue Tao 90, Gladys Fukumoto 90, Fred Oda 90, and
Roland Johnson 90. This photo is located in Seniors’
Corner.
Leaders Carol and Paul Kaneko received a lovely
plant from the Senior Center in appreciation for all their
hard work. Paul thanked all members and said the Seniors
are the backbone and hoped we would all continue to
attend.
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Yagi and Masako Miura, who have fallen. Masako has
broken her arm, and Chiyoko is in the hospital. Get well
cards were signed by members to both.
Cindy Mine warned us about falling and to look for
dangerous spots in the house like loose rugs and
protruding legs of furniture. She also took our blood
pressure.
We were warned again by Paul to look out for scams.
Leigh Sakaguchi announced that the police
department would take in all expired meds and other
drugs free on Saturday from 10 am to 2 pm.
The Pacific Rim Film Festival had the documentary
“Jiro Dreams of Sushi,” which was fascinating. We thank
our W-SC JACL for sponsoring it.
We are going on a day trip to Table Mountain on the
29th.
New phone number for Rubie Kawamoto is 831-8542028.
Paul read a thank-you card from Kitty Mizuno. She
expressed joy at being able to attend activities of the
JACL and the Senior Center with all of us.
Monetary donations gratefully received: Mas and
Marcia Hashimoto, Akira Nagamine, Susan AmRhein,
Richard Ishibashi, Rotary Club of Watsonville (Art
Hayashi), and all Senior Center members who
generously donated for our 42nd Anniversary.

Yaeko Cross

2 bags Cheetos Puffs, 8 pkgs
Yakisoba, 10 watermelons
Eiko Ceremony
2 lge bags veggie snacks, 4
bottles cranberry drink, 2 bags
glazed walnuts
Jean Akiyama
4 boxes Kleenex
Miye Yamashita
5 bowls noodles, 5 pkgs arare
Kitako Izumizaki
7 pieces apple pie
Jo Ann Vear
2 bags snack mix
Terry Hirahara
2 rolls raffle tickets
Nancy Iwami
2 doz double roll tissues
Eiko Nishihara
doz strawberry jelly
Watsonville Taiko
2 holiday boutique raffle tickets
Sachiko Hara
12 knitted Scrubbies
Eileen Byers
3 boxes Glad Press and Seal
Senior Center kitchen 15 bags arare
Yoshino Matano
6 rolls Bounty paper towels
Thanks loads and loads for your continued great
donations
for
our
bingo
prizes.
We
just
couldn't do without you all. Take care as the weather is
changing. See you later.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 42nd ANNIVERSARY

By Jeanette Otsuji Hager, JACL 1st Vice President

Other donations gratefully received:
Hisako Uemura
doz double roll tissues
George/Eiko Stewart 8 plates corn bread,
2 rolls Bounty towels
Shirley Nishimoto
2 doz purified water
Akira/Hide Nagamine 18 Big Rolls tissues, 6 containers
wipes, doz big rolls paper towels
Sam/Yae Sakamoto
8 pkgs seasoned nori
Yoko Aihara
4 boxes Japanese tapes & books
Dylan Matsuo & twins 4 pkgs sushi nori
Louise Sako
5 boxes Kleenex
Hiroko Nishimura
6 big rolls Bounty paper towels
Chie Sakaue
doz flowers, 1 pkg arare,
14 bunches flowers
Masako Miura
6 walnuts and 1 bag candy
Kinji/Motoko House doz big rolls tissues, 2 lge
Kleenex, 2 Dawn soap, 8 lge
boxes tissues, doz big roll tissues
Susan AmRhein
6 containers Naturipe
blackberries, 4 containers
strawberries, 5 bags cookies
Edna/Yukio Nagata
doz double roll tissues,
3 boxes almond cookies
Rubie/Jim Kawamoto 12 sq Kleenex, 3 pkgs senbei
June/Sunao Honda
4 apple cake, 6 plates peach
tarts, 7 pkgs nori maki sushi
Haru/Richard Ishibashi 8 rolls Bounty paper towels,
16 double rolls tissue
Toshi Yamashita
doz double roll tissues
Chiyoko Yagi
4 pkg noodles, 2 boxes tempura
batter mix, 1 pkg sushi nori
Hisako/Akira Kodama 5 bags ball onions,
5 bunches flowers
Haruko Yoshii
2 boxes lge Kleenex,
1 lge bag chagashi
Kimi Fujii
3 boxes Kleenex, 3 Dawn soap

Good afternoon – Konnichiwa
On behalf of our JACL Board, we want to thank you
for your support of our Chapter’s events and advocacy.
This year, I had the honor of representing our Chapter
at the National JACL Convention in Washington, D.C.
This convention was a very meaningful and memorable
trip for me.
Larry Oda of Monterey Chapter and April Goral and myself
representing our Chapter, met with House of
Representative Sam Farr to advocate for immigration
reform at the Longworth House in Washington, D.C.
Congressman Sam Farr spoke of father, Fred Farr, who
worked as an attorney in San Francisco and how his
father had tried to appeal to the government so that his
secretary, Mari Sabusawa, would not be sent to an
incarceration camp, but his attempts were unsuccessful.
Another meaningful event was our visit to the National
Archives to see, side-by-side Executive Order 9066 and
the Civil Liberties Act of 1988 document signed by
President Reagan as well as to view in another alcove, the
Constitution and Bill of Rights.
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was about an Indian kathak savant and guru, Pandit
Chitresh Das and an American tap artist Jason Samuel
Smith and about their freestyle, collaborative presentation
of contemporary and traditional, cross-cultural versions of
tap dancing.
The film was aptly described as a “timely look into
finding universality through difference.” Following the film
screening, the very impressed, appreciative audience was
treated to a guest appearance and performance of the two
very special performers and then a question and answer
period with the two stars, Mr. Das’ wife and Executive
Producer, Antara Bhardwaj. If you missed it, you
missed something special in Santa Cruz County.
This year was the 25th Anniversary of the Pacific Rim
Film Festival. Except for the last film, all of the twenty-two
other films were free of charge.
Many of the films will probably never be seen on
television or in local theaters mainly because they are
foreign-made, but excellent nonetheless.
If one was able to see all of the films, one would have
felt one had taken a trip around the many countries and
cultures around the Pacific Rim. One would have seen
how a world renowned Sushi Chef Jiro, “Jiro Dreams of
Sushi”, prepares his very special delicacies at a very small
sushi bar located deep within in a subway station in Tokyo
to the development and triumph of a university cheer
leading group from Thailand (“The Cheer Ambassadors”).
There was a documentary about the experiences of
emerging basketball star, a Chinese American, Jeremy
Lin (in “Linsanity”) and a movie about a diminutive
Samoan taro farmer who is ridiculed because of his size
but triumphs in the end when he is forced to follow his
heart and speak up for what he values most in life (in “The
Orator”).
“Dosa Hunt” was about a quest for the perfect South
Indian crepe dish known as Dosa.
“Harvest of Empire” was a film about how the United
States has historically exacerbated the racial divide
between this country and the many Hispanic cultures and
countries around the world.
“Summer Pasture” was a Chinese/Tibetan film about a
family’s experiences in a dying way of life in one of the
highest, coldest, poorest, largest and remote areas of
Tibet, and how they depended on herd yaks for survival.
“Harana” was a film about a classically-trained
guitarist’s quest to document a quickly disappearing art
form of Philippine serenading.
These are but a few of the many films presented
during this year’s Festival.
As one woman told me after the showing of one of the
films, the Pacific Rim Film Festival is like taking a trip
around the world without having to actually put in all the
mileage to do so. It is an opportunity for cross-cultural
understanding and the sharing of ideas.
The Pacific Rim Film Festival has been and is a very
special “gift” to the community. I think the community
owes a special thanks to Paula Suzuki and her Steering
Committee of Elizabeth Bradbury, Kathy Foley, Cori
Houston, Jeanne W. Houston, Rachel Mayo, Mitchell
Toshitsune, Denise Vivar, and Candace Waage and
many others for their successful and outstanding effort.
The festival could not happen without the support of
the Ow Family Properties, and the many sponsors and

The most moving visit for me was seeing the
Japanese-American Memorial to Patriotism with, at its
center, bronze cranes entangled in barbed wire and to see
the names of the internment camps and the number of
people who were imprisoned at each camp etched in
marble and especially the listing of the names of those
Japanese Americans who had died fighting in World War
II.
We also visited the National World War II Memorial,
Vietnam and Korean War Memorials. While we were
there, the U.S. Public Health Service band and choral
group sang, “God Bless America.”
What especially emphasized the meaning of the trip,
upon my return home, was to find an autograph book
amongst my mother’s belongings which had been signed
by her friends and acquaintances just before she left Gila
River. One note, read:
For Alice:
It is up to us to make this world a better place to live in, for
generations to come!!” – Remember these times and I’m
sure that you’ll come out on top. As you undoubtedly
know, as you go out, you’re carrying the burden of
100,000 Japanese. If you make good, all of us will
benefit. I’m sure you are a good and efficient worker, just
keep up the good work!!
Tom Ishikawa
P.S. Drop a line “once in a while”
It is because of your generations’ strength, dedication
and support that our community has achieved so much.
Let our Board know if there are ways that we can
make our chapter and organization better for the future.
Best wishes for the JACL Senior Center’s 42 nd
Anniversary and may the forthcoming year be full of
meaningful and fun events, especially bingo! Thank you.

2013
PACIFIC
REFLECTIONS

RIM

FILM

FESTIVAL

by Paul Kaneko

With our sponsored film, “Jiro Dreams of Sushi,” front:
Carol Kaneko, Marcia Hashimoto, Jeanne Wakatsuki
Houston, Denise Vivar, Paula Suzuki, Cori Houston,
Cindy H. Mine, Jeanette Hager, Mas Hashimoto; back:
Paul Kaneko, Mitchell Toshitsune, and Gary Mine.
On Thursday, October 23rd, the Pacific Rim Film
Festival wrapped up its eight-day event with a very
special presentation of a documentary about two tap
dancing performers from two very different cultures. The
film of the evening was one entitled, “UPAJ: Improvise,”
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WESTVIEW HIGHLIGHTS

donors—of which the Watsonville-Santa Cruz Chapter of
the JACL is one. If you missed this one, you will have to
wait until next year.

By Leslie Nagata-Garcia
Our annual Harvest Dinner will be held on November
2nd at 5 p.m. Everyone is welcome to attend, and please
invite your friends. It will be a good opportunity to break
bread with friends, enjoy a great dinner, and give thanks
to God for all the blessings throughout the year. Members
are asked to bring a salad to share. For more information
please call Randy Mano at (831) 809-7938.
Gym Nites are held on the 1st and 3rd Friday of each
month from 5:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. at Westview.
Upcoming Youth/Family Events:
Nov 1st
Miniature Golf at the Boardwalk
(meet at the Church)
Nov 15th
Flashlight Nite (BYOF--Bring Your
Own Flashlight)
Dec 6th – Salvation Army Meals 3:30 – 6:30 p.m.
(Please note Special Time)
Helping to feed the hungry/homeless.
Immediately after the Salvation Army Meal our Youth
will have a Christmas Party from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.

WATSONVILLE TAIKO AND SHINSEI DAIKO
By Bonnie Chihara
Watsonville Taiko's biggest fundraiser of the year is
our Holiday Boutique and Raffle. It will be held at
Watsonville-Santa Cruz Kizuka Hall, 150 Blackburn St,
Watsonville, CA 95076 on Sunday November 3 rd from 12
noon to 5 pm.
We will have approximately 100 gift items for sale,
including gift certificates from local business and services,
unique gifts baskets made by taiko members and taiko
merchandise such as t-shirts and mugs designed by
Taeko d'Andrea and Herlie Kataoka. We will also have a
bake sale. We will have local crafters, quilters and
jewelers selling unique, one-of-a-kind gifts, so please
come to get a head start on your holiday shopping.
The grand prize for our raffle is the Japanese themed
quilt made by Bonnie Chihara and Hiroshi Musselman.
Raffle tickets are $10 each. Due to the popularity of
this raffle, we have set a limit of 200 tickets to be sold.
So, if you would like to purchase, a ticket please contact
us by email at info@watsonvilletaiko.org or call us at
831-435-4594. We will have a second quilt that will be
auctioned that day made by Bonnie Chihara. The starting
bid for this quilt is set at $150. We hope to see everyone
there!
Our upcoming schedule
Nov 3rd
Watsonville Taiko's Holiday Boutique and
Raffle, 150 Blackburn St, Watsonville
Nov.17th
Big Sur Half Marathon Asilomar
Feb 15th & 16th Watsonville Taiko's Anniversary Concert,
Cabrillo College, Crocker Theater, Aptos
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A Huge Shout Out goes to Kristopher Church for
playing piano during the Offertory at Worship Service on
th
October 20 ! It was his first time playing during a service,
and he did such a great job!! The Westview Band also
played that Sunday.

The photos were taken on Youth Gym Nites--Bowling
Night held on October 4th and the “Barf Olympics” held on
October 18th.
Crop Hunger Walk
On Saturday, October 19th a total of 13 walkers
represented Westview at the Pajaro Valley CROP
Hunger Walk. CROP Hunger Walks are communitywide events sponsored by CWS (Church World Service)
and organized by local volunteers to raise funds to end
hunger wherever it exists. Twenty-five percent of the
money raised through the walk went to serving the needs
of the local community. Westview was able to raise over
$500!!
Isaac Veal, Rosie Hoffman and Ian Hoffman
finished the walk in first, second and third place. Everyone
had such a wonderful time supporting a great cause!!

Grief Groups
Pastor Dan will be leading a Hospice Grief Group
for VNA and Hospice at Westview on the first Thursday of
th
th
each month--November 7 and December 5 --from 3:30
p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Come receive healing support of others.
Come learn that you are not alone in the fog of grief as
you recover from the loss of a loved one.

WATSONVILLE BUDDHIST TEMPLE NEWS
By Jackie Yamashita
The November 2013 Calendar of Events
3 Sun
10 am
Sunday Service
5 Tues
6:45 pm
Post Teriyaki Meeting
7:30 pm
Temple Board Meeting
6 Wed
1 pm
BWA Meeting
7 Thurs
10 am
ABA Meeting
8 Fri
2 pm
San Juan Howakai
10 Sun
10 am
BWA Memorial, Shotsuki
Hoyo with Rev. Fujikawa
17 Sun
10 am
Sunday & BWA Eitaikyo
Service, Dharma School
20 Wed
7:15 pm
Coast District Meeting in
Mt. View
24 Sun
10 am
Sunday Service
Sunday, November 10th at 10 am
Shotsuki Hoyo Service combined with BWA Memorial
Service, Rev. Fujikawa of Salinas as guest speaker
Shotsuki refers to a gathering to give thanks to
express gratitude for being able to find the meaning of
life through Nembutsu. Let us remember to express
our gratitude. The families of the following deceased
of November are invited to attend the service and to
oshoko (offer incense). We look forward to seeing you
at the service.

Beginning December 6th, Westview will be preparing
meals for the hungry/homeless. Contact Pastor Dan for
more information (meeting time) or to volunteer. The
meals are prepared at Westview and will be served at 5
p.m. this year at the Salvation Army. Westview prepares
these meals every first Friday of each month through April.
We are continuing the study series on “What Matters
Most.” This series usually meets at Westview on the 2nd
and 4th Wednesdays of each month at 6:30 p.m. During
the Holiday season we will only be meeting November
13th and December 11th. We are studying the book
“What’s the Least I can Believe and Still be a Christian?”
by Martin Thielen and are using it as a conversation
starter as we prayerfully grapple with Scripture. Everyone
is always welcome and it is never too late to join us. Order
your book through Amazon.com or sign up at church and
we will order one for you. For a complete list of dates and
curriculum
please
visit
our
website
at
www.westviewpc.org.
Sunday Message Series
We will continue to study the Gospel of Matthew in
Pastor Dan’s series entitled “Come and See!” with the
hope that we will grow to love Jesus more deeply.
Become a Tutor … change a life and, maybe,
change your life too!
The Literacy Program of Santa Cruz can pair you up
with someone who needs to learn English and to learn to
read English. You will be trained, and then you meet on
your own schedule. They have helped over 11,000
students since 1967! Call 722-6708, or talk with Pastor
Dan to learn more.

November Memorial List
Sadatoshi Akiyama
Tom Tsutomu Aoki
Kumaki Aramaki
Henry Akio Arao
Taisuke Arao
Yoshino Arita
Mitsugu Eto
Helen Natsuko Fukuhara
Chizue Fujii
Shinhichi Fujita
Yoshio Fujita
Sasayo Hamada
Toraji Hara
Dick Takashi Higaki
Mitsuji Idemoto
Fujino Iwanaga
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Tokiuyemon Jim Iwanaga Sadao Izumizaki
Hana Kadotani
Peggy Ayako Kadotani
Kiyomi Kaita
Masayo Kajihara
Sadao Kajihara
Shizuko Kajihara
Takeshi Kajihara
Yoshiko Kamimoto
Hatsumo Kinoshita
Kimi Kohara
Shinnosuke Kohara
Kunishige Matsunami
Barbara Ayako Mino
Kazuji "Kaz" Mio
Natsu Nakamori
Hiroshi Nishita
Tokuki Nitta
Chiyo Ogawa
Fumiko Frances Shiotani RyuShirachi
Ayano Sukekane
Jean Takei
Katsumi Jim Tao
Tatsuyoshi Tominaga
Senzo Ura
Masao Wada
Fusajiro Frank Wakayama Tami Yagi
Kikuyo Yamakoshi
Kiku Yamamoto
Hideo Yamashita
Kuni Yoshida

Perry Tao, Grandma Mitsue Tao, Miles Anderson in
the ninja costume, Gail Wurtenberg, Steven Chu holding
Elyse, Jill Chu holding Sasha, Kim Wurtenberg, Bill
Wurtenberg, Neil Anderson, center back; Rev. Shousei
Hanayama.

For the BWA Memorial Service, everyone is welcome
to attend and to stay for lunch after the service. BWA
Members, please bring dessert and meet at the kitchen by
9:00am. Thank you!
We have 14 YBA members this year and 4 advisors.
Thank you to everyone who came to support our annual
Spaghetti Feed on Sat., Oct 5th.
Eleven members and four chaperones will be
attending the CCYBL Conference in Fresno on Nov. 9th.
YBA hosted a fun-filled Halloween Party in the gym
on October 27th, following the Hatsumairi Service.
Children and adults had a great time participating in the
activities and winning treats.
ABA Hatsumairi Service/Halloween Party: ABA
served a wonderful lunch of teriyaki chicken, hot dogs,
chili beans, chicken salad, Jackie Yamashita’s fried rice
and cake, and dishes made by ABA members to nearly
100 participants. The Cake Walk prize table had delicious
cakes, cookies, pies, strawberries and other desserts!

Introducing the Tao’s: Wes holding Ethan, Lee
holding Tyler, Manni holding Kylie, and Sid holding the
certificate; back: Rev. Shousei Hanayama.

WATSONVILLE-SANTA CRUZ JACL
Thank you for reading our November 2013 newsletter.
And, thank you, too, for your membership and for your
continuing support of our programs and projects. Please
encourage family members, relatives and friends to join
us. Our membership dues have not increased for 2014.
To check your current membership status, look at the
date after your name, example: Jane Axxxxx 8/13 This
means the membership expired after August of 2013.
If you have moved or are planning to move, please let
us know your new address. We can inform our National
JACL Headquarters and the staff at Pacific Citizen.
This newsletter is the monthly publication of the
Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL, P.O. Box 163, Watsonville,
CA 95077, and your comments are always welcome.
Please write or email us at hashi79@sbcglobal.net.
Read our full color newsletter online at our
website: www.watsonvillesantacruzjacl.org.
Onward!
Mas Hashimoto, Editor

10

Seniors’ Corner

November 2013 ck

WATSONVILLE-SANTA CRUZ JACL SENIOR CENTER TOURS
One-Day Senior Trip
San Francisco Japantown/Marukai in Cupertino
December 3, 2013 [Tuesday] 9 AM to 5 PM Cost: Active Senior Members $30 and others $35
Reservations: Carol Kaneko 476-7040 or Rubie Kawamoto 854-2028 (new phone number)
Non-Senior Center members are welcome to join us! Seats still available
If you have suggestions where our Seniors would enjoy a one-day or multiple-day trip or you can help in the
planning of such trips, please call Carol Kaneko at 476-7040. Thank you for your suggestions.

Front: Nancy Iwami 99, Masako Miura 99, Yoshino Matano 97, Louise Sako 96, Kitako Izumizaki 91,
Chiyoko Yagi 93, and Michiko Hamada 92 Back: Sam Ichiro Sugidono 91, Haruko Yoshii 96, Miyeko
Yamashita 95, Mitzi Katsuyama 93, Hideko Nagamine 92, and Akira Kodama 92. Absent: Frances Goon
94, Carmel Kamigawachi 92, Mitsue Tao 90, Gladys Fukumoto 90, Fred Oda 90, and Roland Johnson 90.
Photo by Philip Shima.
Upcoming Activities at the Senior Center:
Thurs Nov 7
Regular Bingo
Thurs Nov 14 October/November Birthday Party
Thurs Nov 21 Thanksgiving Potluck/Turkey Boat dinner at 4 pm
Thurs Nov 28 Senior Center closed for Thanksgiving holiday
Please check out our Senior Center website: http://kizukahallseniors.wordpress.com to keep up with our activities.
Please join our Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL Senior Center! If you enjoy playing bingo, celebrating special birthdays and holiday
occasions, and going on trips, and would like to regularly receive health information and have your blood pressure monitored, join us for
our Thursday get-togethers. We’d love to have you and your spouse and/or friends join us. “Active Senior Center Members,” who
have paid their membership dues and who make annual birthday and Senior Center anniversary donations, are eligible for reduced fares
on our trips. Please contact Carol Kaneko (831) 476-7040 for registration information. Since our Senior Center operates under the
auspices of both our local JACL chapter and the National JACL, we encourage all members of the Senior Center to be
members of the National JACL through our Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL chapter.

Watsonville-Santa Cruz Chapter
National Japanese American Citizens League (JACL)
No Increase in the 2013 Membership Dues
Working toward our national goal of Better Americans in a Greater America is a worthy one. One does not
have to be of Japanese ancestry to be a JACL member, but one must believe that safeguarding the rights of all
Americans and legal residents is of utmost importance in this country.
Please join us today. We are the most proactive, oldest, and respected Asian American civil rights
organization, and our programs include cultural appreciation and educational outreach.
Your membership is never taken lightly or for granted. We have worked diligently to earn your confidence
and trust. Your active participation and membership can make a significant difference in what happens today in our
community and in our nation.
Please help us fight racial prejudice, discrimination, racial profiling, bigotry, intolerance and
indifference.
The 2013 National and local dues for our tax-deductible organization (ID #94-2659895) are as follows:
___$150 This includes two National dues with one subscription to the Pacific
Citizen, local dues and our monthly JACL newsletter, and all children under age 14 to
be included.
___$80 This includes National dues with subscription to the Pacific Citizen, the
official paper of the National JACL, and local chapter dues and our monthly JACL
newsletter.
___$25 for each of ages 14 to 24, which includes a subscription to the Pacific
Citizen, local youth/student membership, and our monthly JACL newsletter. Youth
membership is required for scholarship consideration.

Family/Couples

Individual Member

Youth/Student

For Thousand Club, Century Club, and Millennium Club and Life membership categories, please contact our
membership chair Jeanette Otsuji Hager.
Name:
(Last Name)

(First Name)

(Middle Name)

(First Name)

(Middle Name)

Spouse’s Name:
(Last Name)

Address:
Home phone: (_____)

E-mail:

For family membership, please list names (and ages) of all children under the age of 14:
Name:

Age:

Name:

Age:

Name:

Age:
Please send your check payable to Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL and mail ASAP to:
c/o Jeanette Otsuji Hager, Membership Chair, P. O. Box 163, Watsonville, CA 95077
Thank you so much for your support.
Check out our websites: watsonvillesantacruzjacl.org and jacl.org.

