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ON THE COVER 
Goro, Shizu and Sumi Yamashita, proprietors of Yamashita Market

In 1928, Tokizo and Haru Yamashita purchased Pajaro Valley Fish Market from the 
Kitazawa family  It was located next to Oda’s Barber Shop at 188 Main St , now a 
McDonald’s  After returning from Tule Lake Segregation Center, a new store was built at 
its current location, 114 Union St 

The market on Main 
St. during the flood 
of 1938, with Mary, 
Tokizo, Haru and 
Sachiko.
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Dear Members & Friends,

Happy 2016 New Year!

Welcome to our eighth issue 
of the Watsonville-Santa 
Cruz Japanese American 
Citizens League Community 
Directory 

We extend our appreciation to the businesses, professional 
services and organizations who have made this 2016 Directory 
the best ever! Most of our ad donors have thoughtfully and 
generously supported our chapter for many years for which we 
are thankful  We also appreciate and are excited about our first 
time directory sponsors 

We encourage our members and friends to use this listing guide 
as a helpful reference  I, personally, keep our directory by the 
telephone and refer to it often 

Our community is fortunate to have these highly regarded 
services, and our organization is most grateful for their support 
of our outreach in education, civil rights, cultural appreciation 
and efforts to provide a safe and comfortable recreation facility 
for our seniors and cultural groups 

Thank you, 
Marcia Hashimoto, President
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Akiyama, Jean

Akiyama, Nobuko

AmRhein, Susan
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Fujita, Donna
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Nakamura, Ruby

Nakano, Helen

Nakatani, Kumiko

Nishihara, Eiko

Nishihara, Yoshiko

Nishimoto, Shirley

Oda, Fred

Okamoto, Mary

Perez, Mary

Ruble, Mitsuko

Sakaguchi, Leigh

Sakai, Kazuko

Sakamoto, Sam

Sakamoto, Yae

Sakata, Floy

Sakaue, Chie

Sako, Louise

Schwamm, Frances

Shikuma, Chiyeko

Shima, Philip

Snyder, Philip

Snyder, Sachi

Stewart, Eiko

Stewart, George

Sugidono, Jane

Takeuchi, Mark

Tao, Mitsue

Tao, Mitsuyo

Tsuji, Hatsuko

Uemura, Hisako

Vear, Jo Ann

Wagner, Nina

Wurtenberg, Gail

Yagi, Betty

Yagi, Chiyoko

Yamamoto, Reiko

Yamamoto, Satoko

Yamashita, Iwao

Yamashita, Miyeko

Yamashita, Toshiko

Yoshii, Haruko

2015 -2016 ME MBE RSHIP
Leaders: 

Iwao Yamashita (831) 724-5332 
Paul and Carol Kaneko (831) 476-7040 
Sunao and June Honda (831) 809-8480

WATSONVI LLE -SANTA CRUZ JACL SE N IOR CE NTE R
150 BlackBurn Street • WatSonville, ca 95076



6

Alan K  Uyematsu
Certified Public Accountant

1004 East Lake Avenue 
Watsonville, CA 95076 

(831) 724-1319 • fax (831) 724-1329 
email: akucpa@aol com

KADOTANI AUTO REPAIR
Service and Repair on all domestic makes and 

Toyota, Lexus, Honda, Acura, Nissan, Infiniti, Mazda & Subaru

David Kadotani • (831) 728-4212

1865 Main Street, Watsonville, CA 95076

Julian J. grantz, cPa
125 Hanger Way, Suite 280

Watsonville, CA 95076

(831) 724-3857
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TORIUMI ’S AUTO RE PAIR
domestic and foreign

David Y  Toriumi

(831) 728-7758

38 Menker St  
Watsonville, CA 95076

Santa Cruz Nissan • Dodge • Volkswagen 
the suPerstore

richard Brabo 
Sales Consultant

1616 Soquel Ave , Santa Cruz, CA 95062 
www.scsuperstore.com • rickbrabo@yahoo.com

Direct (831) 818-3658 • Local (831) 426-5100 
Toll Free (800) 544-4331 • Fax (831) 426-1230
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MARTY FRANICH 
F o r D  &  l i n co l n

M a k i n G  i t  e Z 4 u

722-4181 • Watsonvil le

Steven T. Tanaka, D.C.
Practice of Chiropractic

101 Prospect Street 
Watsonville, CA 95076 

(831) 728-4233
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Bay Federal Credit Union  

proudly supports the 

Watsonville-Santa Cruz 

Chapter of the Japanese 

American Citizens League.

Federally Insured by NCUA. Equal Housing Lender.

edna nagata
Realtor / DRE #00814341

Tri-County Real Estate • 90 Mariposa Ave., Watsonville, CA 95076
Cell: (831) 818-3422 / Email: enagata04@earthlink net

Joe Bowes
(831) 76-1799Taiko JoTaiko & Stands

Hide Specialist
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W E S T V I E W  P R E S B y T E R I A N  C H U R C H
118 First St , Watsonville, CA 95076 

(831) 724-6222

Rev  Dan Hoffman, Pastor

10am Sunday Worship & Children’s Sunday School

A multicultural church 
family serving the 
community providing 
youth & children’s 
ministry, men’s & 
women’s ministry, 
Wednesday night Bible 
study, Salvation Army 
meals & other means 
to encounter God and 
serve the community 

W a t s o n v i l l e  B u d d h i s t  T e m p l e
423 Bridge Street

Watsonville, CA 95076
Rev  Shousei Hanayama

(831) 724-7779 • Office: (831) 724-7860
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Nikolas Chan’s 

Espresso Metro
LAT TES,  MOCHAS, GOURMET COFFEES,  PASTRIES & ICED DRINK S

Quick Drive-up Service, 7 a.m.—12 noon

Corner of Almar & Mission St. 
across from Safeway under the U-Save Liquor sign 

Westside Santa Cruz, California

V ICTOR KIMUR A
Chief Financial and Administrative Officer

(831) 722-7110 ext  206  
victor@thefoodbank org

JE A NET TE H AGER
Finance Director

(831) 722-7110 ext  207  
jeanette@thefoodbank org

800 Ohlone Parkway • Watsonville, CA 95076-7005 
fax (831) 722-0435 • hotline (831) 662-0991 • www.thefoodbank.org

Senior network ServiceS
Linking Seniors With Services
♦ A Community Resource Agency ♦

800-510-2020
1777-A Capitola Road • Santa Cruz, CA 95062

114 E. Fifth Street • Watsonville, CA 95076
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Reed Kuratomi, d.d.s.
Jamie Kuratomi, d.m.d.

3121-G Park Avenue 
Soquel ,  Ca l i forn ia  95073

(831)  475-0656

ht tp : //w w w soquelsmi les  com
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Arthur K. Hayashi, D.D.S., Inc.
Practice of Dentistry

64 Penny Lane, Suite C 
Watsonville, CA 95076 

831 / 728-2096

Brooke Kondo Rains, D D S
390 S  Green Valley Rd , Suite 2 

Watsonville, CA 95076 

(831) 728-1322 

www kondofamilydentistry com

Gerald T  Kondo, D D S 
390 S  Green Valley Rd , Suite 2 

Watsonville, CA 95076 

(831) 728-1322

www kondofamilydentistry com
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For a over a century, McSherry & Hudson has been committed to protecting businesses just like yours. Using strategic and 
targeted risk management solutions, McSherry & Hudson provides services that are tailored to your company’s specific 
needs and visions. Let us put our 100 plus years of risk management experience to work for you.

LICENSE #0056172 & #0A96018

RISK MANAGEMENT  |  COMPREHENSIVE INSURANCE  |  EMPLOYEE BENEFIT SERVICES

WATSONVILLE OFFICE
575 Auto Center Drive, Watsonville, CA 95076

(831) 724-3841 | Toll Free (888) 845-2248   | Fax (831) 724-7574

SAN JOSE OFFICE
160 W. Santa Clara St., Ste 715, San Jose, CA 95113  

(408) 550-2130 | Toll Free (888) 845-2248 | Fax (408) 550-2119

Over 100 years of
COMMITMENT, INTEGRITY  
& EXPERTISE STRATEGY

Serving growers in the Pajaro Valley  
and throughout California  

for over 90 years.

For more information about our 
full line of products and services, 
please call us at 724-7581 today.

INTEGRATED PACKAGING SOLUTIONS

Product Design & Development 

Forecasting & Procurement

Quality Control & Assurance

Inventory Management 

Packaging Assembly & Grower Issuance

800 Walker Street, Watsonville, CA 95076  •  831.724.7581  •  www.sambrailo.com
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P.O. Box 1170 

Watsonville, CA  95077 

(831) 661-5697 – fax (831) 661-5741 

783 Rio del Mar Blvd, Suite 7 

Aptos, CA  95003 

Toll Free:  (800) 320-3666 

kBk inSurance aGencY

John W. Kane III
Insurance Broker • Since 1908 • License #0426333

P.O. Box 310 • 1006 Freedom Blvd. 
Watsonville, CA 95077 

Direct Line 831.740.4058 • Office 831.724.1085 
Fax 831 724 1089

jk3@kbkinsurance com

GREEN VALLEY CINEMA 9
1125 SOUTH GREEN VALLEY ROAD

Your South County Movie Theater
Family Built and Owned

Stadium Seating • Plenty of Parking
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c&n tractors
496 Salinas Road 

Watsonville, California 95076-5259

Phone: 831-722-2733 • http://www.cntractors.net

Mas Hashimoto
Speaker on The Japanese American Experience: The Incarceration 

Classroom Presentations • Elementary to University Level

hashi79@sbcglobal.net • (831) 722-6859

578 Vivienne Dr , Watsonville, CA 95076

CENTRAL ELECTRIC
TONY KULICH
430 Walker Street

P O  Box 1957, Watsonville, CA 95077-1957

Phone 831/724-6321 • FAX 831/724-5108

tony@centralelectriccompany
LIC  #246326

a accurate overhead door
Garage Doors & Electric Openers 

Owned by Frank Nigro III • License #525654 
(831) 722-1234 • P.O. Box 1234, Watsonville, CA 95077
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Family Optometry
Stuart Sakuma, OD 

Willa Hisle, OD 
Juliette Le, OD

1858 Main St. • Watsonville, CA 95076 
(831) 724-2258 • fax (831) 722-5500 

famopt@yahoo com

caliFornia Skin inStitute

David A. South, M.D., F.A.C.P., F.A.A.D.
Medical, Surgical & Cosmetic Dermatology

204 Green Valley Road, Freedom, CA 95019 
ph (831) 728-2005 • fax (831) 728-3310

californiaskininstitute com

COASTAL EYE ASSOCIATES
Lawrence A  Birndorf, M D  
John V  Crowder Jr , M D  

Conrad Hamako, M D  
Courtney J  Ray, M D

160 Green Valley Rd, Suite 202 
Freedom, CA 95019 

(831) 728-2020

930 Sunnyslope Dr  E-2 
Hollister, CA 95023 

(831) 637-0705
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Let the Carroll 
family help you 

during this 
difficult time

2015 Best of 
Watsonville Awards 

for Funeral Directors.
Awarded by the 

Watsonville Business 
Recognition

Family
(831) 724-4751 609 Main Street, Watsonville FD438

Owned | Available 24 hours a day

COMMUNITY CHOSEN

Best Funeral Home

BUSINESS OF THE YEAR 
2015

On behalf of the Carroll Family and Staff of Ave Maria Memorial Chapel, 

We Want To Wish Everyone 
A Happy and Safe Holiday Season

 

Pajaro Valley Memorial Park Staff 
Ryan Mock, Patrick Carroll, Debbie 
Carroll, Rich Piña and Jordi Carroll 
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Wesley House
Janet K  Leon, Executive Director 

Jimmy R  Leon, Operations Manager

Home Office: (831) 684-1656 
Cell/Voicemail: (831) 818-1452 • Fax: (831) 661-0611

121 & 123 La Selva Dr , La Selva Beach, CA 95076 
(831) 685-0646  • Lic. #440708908 & #440708909

922 Brewington Ave , Watsonville, CA 95076 
(831) 761-2220 • Lic. #445200496

Visit us at 
http://www wesleyhouseiiandiii com/

Yamashita Market
(Pajaro Valley Fish Market)

114 Union Street • Watsonville, CA 95076

(831) 724-3219 • Open Seven Days a Week

Mehl’s Colonial Chapel
FD #323

Claudia Mehl Funeral Director 
Funeral Director #318

222 East Lake Ave. • Watsonville, CA 95076 
(831) 724-6371 • fax (831) 724-6074

claudia@mehlschapel com
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Outstanding Service, Outstanding Results! 

Steve Sugidono, Broker Associate 
Cell (831) 818-2664  •  Bus (831) 475-8400 
www.TrySteve.com  •  stevesugidono@sbcglobal.net 
2601 41st Avenue #A, Soquel, CA 95073 

Wishing the JACL continued success in its endeavors!

West Lake Fresh • Watsonville, CA

Carl “Sam” Gabriel, Louis Ivanovich & Staff

a r I a n a  r o o f I n g

www.arianaroofing.com
Roofing • Painting • Siding • Windows 
Property Restoration • General Repairs 

Haul It Now
Hauling & Debris Removal

(831) 750-7044 
Contractor License #734748
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ALDINA REAL ESTATE INC.

713 East Lake Avenue 

Watsonville, Californis 95076

Watsonville Office : 831-722-7131 

Property Management: 831-763-7777

Los Banos Office : 209-826-7777

www.aldinarealestate.com

BRE LICENSE NUMBER: 01121286
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Ask about our completed 
work for members of the 
Buddhist Temple 

We are proud to have served 
Watsonville and the rest of 
the Santa Cruz County for 35 
years!
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I M U R A
sushI Bar & korean cuIsIne

1994-C Main Street 
Watsonville, CA 95076

(831) 761-8799 • fax 761-9432

Closed Sunday

“Thank you everyone  
for your love and support for the past 24 years”.

 Memories . . .  
We’re proud to support the 

Watsonville–Santa Cruz 
Japanese American Citizens League 

in preserving its memories and its history.  
 

Memories make life special. 
We ought to know — we help people make memories every day.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tila Bañuelos-guerrero and Martin Guerrero 
Owner-Operators 

Más Mac, Inc. —  McDonald’s of Watsonville 
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Fresh, Local and Organic 
from the Real Farmer’s 

Table!

Californiagrillrestaurant.com

831-722-8052

Monterey Bay
Family Physicians

Robert J. Weber, M.D.

(831) 722-2422 
1066 South Green Valley Road 

Watsonville, CA 95076
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K A I T o
< Ocean LOver >

raMen & SuShi tapaS

W W W. S M i l e k a i t o . c o M 

8 3 0  4 1 S t.  av e n u e ,  S a n ta  c r u Z  c a

( 8 3 1 )  4 6 4 - 2 5 8 6 

W e l o v e k a i t o @ G M a i l . c o M

» «

ko j i  &  j u n ko

Sushi Market Sprouts
< Sushi, Snacks, Drinks, & Gifts >

Open Tue –Sun  | 11am–7pm 
Closed Mon 

300 7th Ave , Santa Cruz CA 95062 
(831) 465-1177

www sushimarketsprouts com 
sushimarketsprouts@gmail com 
Facebook: Sushi Market Sprouts

Junko & Koji
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Watsonville Taiko
 For information: 831 435 4594 
  831 423 3926

 E-mail: info@watsonvilletaiko org 
  kirintaiko@gmail com

 Web: www watsonvilletaiko org 
   http://shinshomugendaiko net/ikuyo/
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2016 JACL CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
All are welcome to attend and to participate:

Jan uary 17 • 1 1 :30 am –3 pm 
FO U R - C H A P TE R I N STALL ATI O N O F O F F I C E R S LU N C H EO N 

San Juan Oaks Golf Course in Hollister 
Lunch is $25 per person  Please call Marcia Hashimoto (831) 722-6859 by 

January 10th for reservations  Hosted by San Benito County JACL 
Keynote speaker will be Sandy Lydon

F e b r uary 2 8 • 1 :30 – 4 pm 
“ DAy O F R E M E M B R AN C E ” O B S E RVAN C E 

Salinas Assembly Center-Rodeo Grounds 
1034 North Main Street, Salinas CA, 93906 

Hosted by W-SC JACL 
Program Theme: WW II Nikkei Camp Artifacts, Historical Treasures

apr i l 2 3 
N CWN P D I STR I C T GAL A LU N C H EO N 

Double Tree Hotel in Pleasanton

J u n e 4 • 1 1  am – 6 pm 
JAPAN E S E CU LTU R AL FAI R 

Santa Cruz Mission Plaza Park, 103 Emmet St , Santa Cruz, CA 95060

J u n e 27–J u ly 8 
” KO KO RO N O GAK KO ” (SC H OO L WITH A H E ART) 

Japanese Cultural School at the Watsonville Buddhist Temple 
423 Bridge Street, Watsonville, CA 95076

J u n e 2 5 • 1 1  am – 4 :30 pm 
JAC L CO M M U N IT y PI C N I C 

Aptos Village Park, 100 Aptos Creek Road, Aptos, CA 95003

J u ly 11 –13 
N ATI O N AL JAC L CO N VE NTI O N , L A S VEGA S , N V.

D e c e m b e r 4 
WATSO N VI LLE M U LTI CU LTU R AL C E LE B R ATI O N 

and tree lighting at the Plaza


