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From the President’s desk…. 
 

Thank you all for your comments. They were positive and constructive. Lots of phone calls and lots of 

emails. We are listening and getting a lot of great feedback. 

 

District Governors: please keep the distribution out to your chapters and some chapters are even passing 

this to their members. This is great! Thank you all. 

 

Pacific Citizen 

We got COLOR!!! in the PDF version. It took a bit of effort but it got 

done. I think it makes a difference especially when you put it side 

by side to the mailed version. 

We are planning on other improvements so please think of what 

CAN be done instead of what isn’t yet done. 

OK, let’s go eat some Ramen….Yummo! 

 
We just finished the Olympics and celebrated the biggest display of diversity in the world. Gil Asakawa 

wrote an article for the PC about Tommy Kono, a JA athlete who won a Gold Medal at the 1952 

Helsinki Olympics. Who knew?? Would any other JA vernacular cover this? The Pacific Citizen did. 

Thank you! 

 

Bankruptcy? … HA! 

In the Aug 12-25 issue of the PC, there was a Letter To The Editor about the JACL going bankrupt. HA! 

Sure we debate for hours on the budget. We have assets but can’t sell them. It’s like having a nice house 

but when you have a reduction in your income, you have to rethink how to make ends meet. It’s called 

being fiscally responsible. Not bankruptcy. 

For full disclosure, the author and I go back to when I was on the PSW board over 23 years ago. He also 

was a former PSW board member. He led the Los Angeles Public Policy Retreat in 1993. His office is 5 

miles from where I work now. I’ll go have lunch with him and see what he really wants. 
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But maybe wants to be a catalyst and have us think about things. Maybe we need to reinvent ourselves. 

I’ve often said if we had a chance to start over and create a new JACL today for today’s economy and 

social atmosphere, what would it look like? How can we address the needs of the Nisei, honor the legacy 

of JACL pioneers and create an organization that allows for the younger generation to flourish? How 

will that function and be a thriving business model? I’d like your ideas on this. 

 

I’m not going to close the doors and sell the house. Not on my watch. Not without rebuilding and 

reinventing first. This engineer loves to get into creating solutions and working in teams. 

 

NYSC 

This is from Kota Mizutani, our NYSC Chair: On August 11 & 12, members of the NY/SC and other 

JACL youth members travelled to Las Vegas once again for the Asian Pacific Islander American Vote 

(APIAVote) Presidential Forum & 2016 Asian American Journalist Association (AAJA) Convention. 

Indeed, the NY/SC fundraised specifically for this event at the 2016 JACL National Convention! The 

NY/SC witnessed history as the Presidential Forum brought on stage, one-at-a-time, representatives 

from all four Presidential campaigns: Gary Johnson (Libertarian); Jill Stein (Green Party); President 

Bill Clinton, surrogate for Hillary Clinton (Democrat); and State of Utah Attorney General Sean Reyes, 

surrogate for Donald Trump (Republican). 

 

MSNBC news anchor Richard Lui exchanged policy 

questions with Gary Johnson and Jill Stein while Bill 

Clinton and Sean Reyes gave speeches on behalf of 

Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump, respectively. While 

the campaigns touched on an array of subjects, including 

climate change, legalization of marijuana, and 

immigration reform, each candidate took time to relate 

their ideas to the AAPI community in some way or 

another. As part of the joint event, members of the NY/SC 

also attended workshops hosted by the Asian American 

Journalist Association. These workshops focused on a 

variety of themes, including “The White Politician Beat: 

Why Aren't There More AAPIs in Politics?”, “The New 

World of Visual Storytelling on Social Media,” and 

“Podcasts: A Platform for Stories, Voices, and 

Perspectives of Color.” 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped us fundraise to attend 

this historical gathering! 

 

 

Chapter Secession Turned Around 

Last weekend, a Chapter invited me to their chapter’s meeting via a conference call. They were 

considering seceding from the JACL. They felt disconnected with national JACL and was not feeling 



 

REGIONAL OFFICES:  Chicago * Los Angeles * San Francisco * Washington, D.C. 

any respect from National. (I’ll leave that chapter’s name out to protect their independence) The district 

governor and I spent about an hour on the phone answering questions about what National and the 

district is doing and what the benefits are for the chapter. We mentioned things like belonging to an 

organization with decades of championing civil rights issues to national scholarships, legacy grants and 

participating in a national forum for public policy issues. They wanted to know about my management 

style and were encouraged to get updates every other week. The district governor also chimed in on 

improved communication inter-district wise. In the end, that chapter decided to remain a part of JACL. 

This chapter has had a long history of championing civil rights issues as well as participates in Legacy 

Grants programs. I am personally grateful for the opportunity to talk to them and answer their questions. 

 

San Diego Never Forget Gala 

On Saturday August 27, the San Diego chapter hosted a dinner Gala to commemorate the 50th 

anniversary of the end of the Vietnam War by honoring the local Japanese American and the 

community’s Vietnam veterans. 

 

The guest of honor was George Takei and 

he shared what his lifetime membership to 

JACL since the 60’s meant to him and 

highlighted significant events that JACL 

lead in the Civil Rights arena. When the 

national board of JACL in 1994 voted to 

recognize same-sex marriage as a civil 

rights issue and then later at the 1994 Salt 

Lake City convention essentially voted to 

uphold that vote, was the first time any civil 

rights organization of color took that stand. 

That paved the way for Mr. Takei to marry 

his husband Brad. He was so proud of JACL 

to take that courageous stand and be a 

leader in this area of civil rights. 
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Other News 

• On August 10, I attended a forum hosted by Advancing Justice in Los Angeles called “The Case 

of Professor Xi, Scapegoating Immigrants as National Security Threats”. Professor Xi spoke 

about how his house was raided and was falsely arrested by the FBI; all because he was Chinese. 

All charges were dropped and he is fighting back to not only restore his dignity but also to 

protect any future families from being treated in the same manner. Something Japanese 

Americans are all too familiar with. We need to be aware of plights like this and share this with 

our civil rights partners. http://www.advancingjustice-la.org/get-involved/events/case-professor-

xiaoxing-xi-scapegoating-immigrants-national-security-threats   

http://www.scientistsnotspies.org/#home  

 

Finishing Thoughts 

The world of JACL is rich and a very deep history of civil rights achievements. Our day to day activities 

enriches our communities with scholarships, picnics and dinners and reminds us that our work is not 

done. We are a community that knows how to do more than survive, we thrive in every corner of 

society. We are more than doctors, teachers and engineers, we are musicians, artists, actors and 

counselors. We heal and build communities in every state of the US. We are amazing. We are the JACL. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 
National President 

gmayeda@jacl.org  


