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From the President’s desk…. 
 

 

NYSC 

This is from Kota Mizutani, our NYSC Chair: The National Youth/Student Council (NY/SC) 

successfully held its 2016 fall retreat last weekend (Sept. 9
th

- Sept. 11
th

) in Los Angeles. Traveling from 

cities and campuses across the country, NY/SC members reunited in Little Tokyo to participate in team-

building activities, leadership development exercises, and strategic planning. For this retreat, the NY/SC 

chose to stay in a hallmark establishment of Little Tokyo: the historic Daimaru Hotel. 

 

Beginning on Saturday, the NY/SC gathered in the JACL’s PSW office to reflect on a year of many 

successes and challenges overcome, including the NY/SC’s youth programming at the 2016 JACL 

Convention and participation in the Asian Pacific Islander American Vote and Asian American 

Journalist Association 2016 Presidential Forum. Later on, Interim Associate Executive Director 

Stephanie Nitahara led the NY/SC in a mission and vision statement exercise to review and amend the 

NY/SC’s vision for both the JACL and the world. Building off of this activity, the NY/SC spent the rest 

of the retreat planning for broad goals the group hopes to accomplish in the next biennium. These goals 

include increased District-level youth engagement, enhanced NY/SC Summits, and a robust 

communications plan to engage JACL youth members through the country. 

 

The NY/SC also had the privilege of dining with Ken and Nicole Inouye of the SELANOCO chapter on 

Saturday evening. Always an inspiration, Ken shared his stories of working with various minority 

communities from his perspective as a Japanese American and encouraged us to continue leading the 

JACL forward. Thank you Ken and Nicole for your inspiration and wisdom! 

 

Revitalizing Chapters 

As our membership ages and the current leadership is getting burnt out, we face a difficult challenge on 

how to keep our chapters going. Do we close our chapter? Do we transfer our membership to another 

chapter? Do we merge chapters? 

 

Instead, ask yourselves these questions: 

1. As a Civil Rights organization, what is it that we need to do right now for ourselves and our 

communities? 

2. What made you and your members join JACL? 

 

For many, the answer to #2 may have been because of redress or the fight for making sure that the 

incarceration of 120,000 Americans of Japanese ancestry will never happen again to us or any other 

communities that were denied of due process and the other 8 of the 10 Bill of Rights. 

 

For #1, we need to encourage civic participation. The US Presidential election is only about 6 weeks 

away and of course who you vote for is your own choice. JACL will not tell you who to vote for. That is 
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against our charter and would be against our 501c3 code. But raising the awareness and educating our 

communities of how legislation (locally and nationally) will affect the Asian American diaspora is well 

within our conduct. 

 

Chapters can bring up issues within your chapter or district to talk about. 

 

Our civil rights partners, OCA, Advancing Justice and the Leadership Conference on Civil and Human 

Rights has spoken out against the restriction of the bundling of channels recommended by the by the 

American Cable Association (ACA) to the Federal Communications Commission. What is the 

connection to JACL? Diversity. Currently, if one subscribes to “plan”, it contains many channels. What 

the ACA wants will decrease diversity on cable television. 

 

That would reduce production of APA programming in areas where the ACA would deem minority 

population low. That assumption is entirely based on a snap shot of what the population is. APA and 

other minority programming are quickly changing and we need more diverse programming and not less. 

The Japanese-American population may not be growing as much as say the Burmese Americans in 

North Carolina or the rural Hispanic population has grown to nearly equal the rural African American 

population nationwide. 

 

Sometimes it takes a bit of digging to understand the connection of issues to JACL. I didn’t understand 

the connection at first but fortunately we have astute staff and civil rights partners to help me understand 

it better. 

 

Other News 

• This Saturday will be the Go For Broke Evening of Aloha dinner that I will be attending. Thank 

you Doug Urata. It’s a great event that has what looks like over a thousand people in attendance. 

http://www.goforbroke.org/news/annual_events/eveningofaloha/index.php  

 

Finishing Thoughts 

Last time I talked about the Philadelphia chapter and the Turandot opera. Great news. During the 

“Between the Notes” session on Turandot, Michael Bolton, VP Community Programs spent nearly 30 

minutes talking about cultural sensitivities and the issues raised by Turandot in the Philadelphia Asian 

American community. He explained the history and context of Puccini’s lifetime and living environment 

which shaped the composer’s view of China of the 1920’s. The Philadelphia chapter’s efforts are to be 

applauded. 

 

My ask is to keep your eyes and ears open and raise issues to your chapters that concern you. Have 

healthy and respectful debates. Create activities that engage your membership and communities. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 
National President 

gmayeda@jacl.org  


