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From the President’s desk…. 
 

 

NYSC – MDC Summit 

This is from Kenji Kuramitsu, our NYSC Representative. The National Youth/Student Council (NY/SC) 

held their MDC Summit this weekend (Oct.15
th

 - Oct. 16
th

) in Livonia, Michigan. 

 

There were about 20 youth attendees, and we had conversations on Saturday about Remodeling the 

Model Minority, using selective readings, discussions, and group and creative/reflective activities to 

think critically about the relationship between the Japanese American community and the black 

liberation movement. We had youth representing indigenous, African American, mixed Nikkei, other 

East Asian, and Latin American ethnic communities represented. 

 

During our joint afternoon session with the MDC meeting, we had local Asian American organizers 

shane bernardo and Soh Suzuki (Detroit JACL chapter President) present on their experiences and 

histories living in the city, working with Grace Lee Boggs and other Asian Americans alongside black 

Americans in that city to further community justice, and the two facilitators invited youth and MDC 

participants into multigenerational conversation around our work, history with JACL and social justice, 

and relevant personal and familial timelines. 

 

We concluded the day with the youth again discussing what Japanese American allyship could look like, 

and revisiting the premises and promises for the day. 

 

 
 

 

Fox News and Watter's World 

The JACL along with OCA and APIAVote wrote statements in disgust of the Jesse Watters segment 

exploiting offensive stereotypes regarding Asian Pacific Americans. The JACL wrote, “Although this 
reinforcement of the "perpetual foreigner" myth would have been problematic by itself, 
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Watters went on to mock and misrepresent Asian culture with a number of stereotypical 
gestures, such as bowing, asking about martial arts, and mocking older adults who had limited 
English proficiency.” Our press release was sent out on October 6. 
A petition is being distributed and it is just shy of 25,000 signatures. Please add your voice to 
the petition and let our voices be heard. 
https://www.change.org/p/protest-fox-news-airing-of-racist-anti-asian-watters-world-chinatown-

segment 

 

California AB 1726 - API Demographic Data Collection – Signed into Law 

The three JACL California districts along with OCA, Advancing Justice CA and other API 

organizations wrote letters in support of this Assembly Bill to better collect data for more Asian 

American and Pacific Islander subgroup communities, giving us a fuller picture of who we are and what 

we need in the critical areas of higher education and health, so that our communities can fight for the 

changes we need. This was approved by the California Governor in Sept of this year. 

 

Other News 

• Interim Associate Director Stephanie Nitahara, PSW Business & Development Director Nancy 

Takayama and I attended a small 30 people Luncheon with Consul Shigeru Kikuma in Los 

Angeles. He has only been in Los Angeles for a month and we were able to attend this intimate 

welcome lunch with him. 

• For those of you that like photos of internment, there is a new book called 

Un-American: The Incarceration of Japanese Americans During World 

War II by Richard Cahan, a photo historian. It is a series of photos by 

Dorothea Lang, Ansel Adams and other government photographers that 

consist of photographs that have never been seen, many of them 

impounded by the U.S. Army. It also uses primary source government 

documents to explain and place the pictures in context. 

 

 

Finishing Thoughts 

Thank you to all the chapters that have participated in the Coulter Foundation Grants. Your work on 

voter registration and outreach is invaluable to the API community. Our vote is the only way our voices 

can be heard. It is the primary way funds are distributed in grants. Hosting voter education events, 

discussing local issues and its impact to the Asian Pacific Islander American communities and finally 

encouraging your members to vote is just as important. 

 

We thank the Coulter Foundation for their generous support and belief in JACL. 

 

JACL needs your donation today. If you can contribute in any amount, our programs can use this. Please 

click on the button below that will get you to our National JACL website.  

 

Thank you. 

 

 
National President 

gmayeda@jacl.org  

 


