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From the President’s desk…. 
 

 

Time to Vote 

I’m sure you all are getting tired of the election debates and 

arguing and overall demeanor of this election. But it’s time to 

vote. I remember when my mom became a citizen. She studied 

and knew who our founding father was, who our state’s 

senators were. She told the tester Diane Feinstein and Barbara 

Streisand. She did! She quickly corrected herself and said 

Boxer…because Barbara Streisand was her favorite singer and she was nervous. The tester laughed. She 

even learned the preamble of our US Constitution. As someone who remembered WWII from the Japan 

side as a kid, she immigrated to these shores in the late 1950’s and didn’t become a citizen until the 

1980’s. It was an exciting ceremony watching her get sworn in at the Los Angeles Convention Center 

with literally a thousand others. But she could finally vote. My dad, brother and I took the day off to 

celebrate that day. Sometimes she would ask how she should vote. That’s for you to decide mom….but 

here is how I’m voting and why. I’ve never missed an election since 1981. Since she passed in 2011, I 

still tell her how I voted because I know how important being a citizen was to her and what the 

democratic process means to this great country of ours. 

 

Please take the time to vote this Tuesday November 8. It’s important to you, your kids and your 

entire family. JACL will never tell you who to vote for; we just want our voices to be heard.  

 

Executive Director Search 

The Personnel Committee was very busy with interviews and second interviews and quarrying the 

references over the past several months. Per our constitution and bylaws, and general Human Resources 

rules, these proceedings are confidential as they involve personnel issues of course. 

 

But stay tuned as the Personnel Committee will have good news soon to come. The wait will be worth it. 

 

Investment Policy Committee 

The Investment Policy Committee had its Q3 conference call last week. The growth was slow in 2016 

the market is improving since the last quarter. U.S. corporate earnings are fine, but growth has been 

slowing due to weak energy markets. Unemployment continues to improve, but inflation could start to 

be an issue in 2017. Overall the last quarter had a positive return and the past year our portfolio had a net 

positive return as well. 

 

Other News 

• As Ron Mori of AARP mentioned in the Oct. 21-Nov. 3 edition of the PC, get your flu shot. The 

flu season will soon peak in December so go get your flu shot now. Thanks for looking out for us 

Ron. 
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• My wife and I are big fans of baseball and want to see every major league park in the nation. We 

are half way through including old and new Yankee Stadium. We’d like to congratulate the many 

Chicago Cubs fans on winning the 2016 Worlds Series. What an exciting Game 7. We were 

fortunate to see a game at Wrigley Field during the 2010 Chicago Convention. The 108-year-old 

drought ended in dramatic fashion. 

 

 

Finishing Thoughts 

Again, thank you to the Coulter Foundation and the many chapters that have participated in the grant 

process holding voter registration and education campaigns. We need our combined Asian Pacific 

Islander American voices to have impact on all of our communities and for candidates to take our issues 

seriously. 

 

We thank the Coulter Foundation for their generous support and belief in JACL. 

 

JACL needs your donation today. If you can contribute in any amount, our many programs can use this. 

Please click on the button below that will get you to our National JACL website.  

 

Thank you. 

 

 
National President 

gmayeda@jacl.org  

 


