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From the President’s desk…. 
 

 

Americans Voted 

Some were surprised and others were even more surprised. Every four years we get a lesson on what the 

Electoral College is and how our democratic process yields a new leader. JACL published a statement 

about the new President-elect. I’ve included it at the end just in case you did not receive it. The reactions 

from the election are well publicized over the news. The potential appointments are being announced 

ever week. The landscape of public policy is starting to reveal itself. And every day I ask myself, how 

should JACL maneuver through the new political administration? 

 

Our mission remains as advocates for civil rights thorough civic engagement, cultural appreciation and 

basic respect for human decency. 

 

Public policy may change dramatically and many API organizations are concerned for how campaign 

promises for changes will affect the lives of our communities. JACL will be there at those discussions to 

help be the guardians of our mission and our members. 

 

What next? Muslim registry? 

First of all, stay calm. As an engineer, I’ve always been one to figure out how the machine works before 

I operate it. But when I heard of talk about Muslim registry, even I jumped out of my skin. I used to 

think that what happened to my dad and his family would never happen again and the work we do with 

educational programs about redress is there to insure history never repeats itself. Now it sounded like 

1942 all over again. Many organizations published statement about the comments made by Carl Higbie 

and JACL was there too. As Interim Executive Director Bill Yoshino stated,  

Higbie’s attempt to cite Japanese American incarceration as a precedent for this type of action is 

frightening and wrong. It’s a statement intended to lay a marker for a misguided belief that 

ignores the true lessons of Japanese American incarceration. This lesson was captured in the 

words of a federal commission that said, “…The broad historical causes which shaped these 

decisions (to incarcerate Japanese Americans) were race prejudice, war hysteria, and a failure of 

political leadership.” 

 

Incoming White House Chief of Staff Reince Priebus stated on Meet the Press Sunday Nov. 21, "I'm not 

going to rule out anything. But we're not gonna have a registry based on a religion.” 

 

Just knowing that the new administration advisors even thought about this worries me. We must pay 

attention to the public policy that affects us all. 
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Why JACL is Important 

I’m sharing what the Washington DC Chapter sent out to all its members and supporters. It’s timely and 

it also references a new movie coming out called “Loving” where JACL wrote an amicus brief about 

this case. This is what they said, 

 

Why the JACL is Important to ALL of Us 

DC Chapter Members and Friends: 

Thank you for your continued support of the chapter and the mission of JACL. JACL has often 

been at the forefront of the fight to protect civil rights and civil liberties. Many of us were either 

personally affected or know of family members, friends or colleagues who experienced the 

abrogation of their civil rights and were incarcerated during World War II. The recent rhetoric is 

proof that we need to be vigilant and push back on uninformed opinions. 

In addition, we wanted to distribute another article that showcases the impact and importance of 

the JACL mission to preserve civil rights for all of us. Many of us take for granted the freedoms 

we currently enjoy. It was not so long ago, that interracial marriage was forbidden in Virginia 

and other parts of the country. The article below is a good example of why we need organization 

like the JACL to stand up for the rights of not just Japanese Americans but for all Americans. 

If you have renewed your membership, we thank you. If you have not renewed, please consider 

doing so and please encourage your family, friends, and colleagues to join the fight to protect our 

civil liberties. 

Thank you for your support! 

Click here to renew or join JACL.   

[The chapter then included David Muto's New Yorker article] 

 

Little Tokyo Community Leaders Meeting 

On Sunday Nov. 21, I was invited to attend a meeting in Little Tokyo in downtown Los Angeles where 

the leaders of several Japanese American organizations convened for a historic meeting sharing ideas 

and discussing ways our organizations can be more collaborative and become more efficient. Our own 

Interim Associate Executive Director Stephanie Nitahara was one of the core organizers. The 

organizations were:  

• Go for Broke National Education Center,  

• Japanese American Cultural & Community Center,  

• Japanese American Citizens League,  

• Japanese American National Museum,  

• Keiro,  

• Kizuna,  

• Little Tokyo Service Center and  

• MUFG Union Bank.  

We shared what our key priorities were and when we overlaid our program/service/activity coverage, we 

discovered who and what we cover and consequently, who and what we do not. It mostly focused on the 

Southern California even though some organizations have national reach but it did give me a tool and 

perspective on where JACL can do better. As an example, we do not have programs that are geared to 

the Japanese speaking community. 
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Other News 

• On Sunday Nov. 13, I attended a very impromptu meeting at the Japanese American National 

Museum where people talked about the results of the election. JACL was one of the co-sponsors 

of this. Interim Associate Executive Director Stephanie Nitahara was one of the presenters. 

• Many of you may remember the actor Pat Morita from the TV show “Happy Days” or the movie 

series “The Karate Kid”. His contributions to the performing arts are extensive as listed in 

IMDB.com There are efforts to produce a documentary film about his life. The project is called, 

Pat Morita; Long Story Short. Pat grew up in Sacramento, CA. You can find out more and 

support it via the Indiegogo Campaign at https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/pat-morita-long-

story-short-film/  

 

Finishing Thoughts 

The election process this past year and a half made me crazy sometimes but it did make me realize that 

less than 45 percent of the total population cast a ballot. And 57.9 percent of the eligible voters actually 

voted. That means that 91 million eligible voters did not vote. But how did the API community vote? I 

found this study and press release by Asian Americans Advancing Justice very interesting. 

http://www.advancingjustice-la.org/media-and-publications/press-releases/asian-american-voters-

backed-clinton-over-trump-wide-margins#.WDLQrOYrJQI  

 

The infographic was very revealing. More at: http://aapifund.org/588  

 
 

JACL needs your donation today. If you can contribute in any amount, our many programs can use this. 

Please click on the button below that will get you to our National JACL website.  

 

Thank you. 

 

 
National President 

gmayeda@jacl.org  

 



 

JACL Statement on the Election of PresidentElect
Trump

 November 10, 2016
 

       Press Release 
                                                                               

Contact: William Yoshino, Interim Executive Director, byoshino@jacl.org
 

JACL fully understands the protests of despair that have arisen in the
aftermath of the election of Donald Trump as president. We especially
understand the voices that denounce the unabashed racism that was evident
during the campaign, and we add our voice to that denunciation. 
 
At the beginning of the presidential campaign, JACL denounced the
coarsening of public discourse especially in its portrayal of groups, which
served to reinforce myths and stereotypes leaving an impression that to be
different by race, ethnicity, or religion was anathema to being American. We
recalled the early 1990s when Japanese Americans and Asian Pacific Islander
Americans were targeted and became unwitting victims during an economic
downturn when "Japanbashing" in reaction to a strengthening economy in
Japan became a rallying cry from politicians seeking simple solutions to
deeply rooted problems.
 
The campaign season began with attacks against political correctness and
devolved into fullthroated expressions of racism. We know when groups are
singled out and targeted that it tears at the social fabric by making them feel
vulnerable, fearful, and suspicious of others. Respect for diversity has always
served to strengthen America and despite the deep divisions caused during
the recent election cycle, we must now continue to defend this unique
American value and adamantly reject attempts to further undermine it.
 
Moreover, during the past year, JACL had been involved in civic
engagement efforts to encourage members of our community to register and
to vote. Voting is a cherished right that Japanese Americans do not take
lightly because we recall how our immigrant Issei generation was denied this
right by being denied the opportunity to become citizens during the first fifty
years after their arrival in the United States. While we applaud participation
in the electoral process, we must now turn our attention to the need for
vigilance and response to once again combat the forces of racism that have
been emboldened during the campaign. 
 



Presidentelect Trump now calls for unity, a message that was too long in
coming. It is, however, the right message that he and all of us must now turn
into actions that will address the daunting challenges we now face.
 

###
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  November 17, 2016  Statements

JACL Comments on Carl Higbie Statements

PRESS RELEASE

Contact: Bill Yoshino, Interim Executive Director, byoshino@jacl.org

During an interview on FOX News, Carl Higbie, co-chair and spokesperson for the Great America PAC for Donald

Trump, discussed the possibility of creating a registry for immigrants from Muslim countries by saying “…We did it

in World War II with Japanese. Call it what you will…maybe wrong, but…”

Higbie’s attempt to cite Japanese American incarceration as a precedent for this type of action is frightening and

wrong. It’s a statement intended to lay a marker for a misguided belief that ignores the true lessons of Japanese

American incarceration. This lesson was captured in the words of a federal commission that said, “…The broad

historical causes which shaped these decisions (to incarcerate Japanese Americans) were race prejudice, war

hysteria, and a failure of political leadership.”

JACL believes that some of these same conditions exist today, where Muslim Americans are being singled out and

unfairly targeted, and where the voices of leadership that should be speaking out against unfair treatment are not.

We must not misinterpret our history by believing the Japanese American incarceration was justified as a

precedent for similar actions today, and further, we must not use the wrongdoing perpetrated against Japanese

Americans during World War II as a justification for the mistreatment of Muslim Americans.
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