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From the President’s desk…. 
 
 

Happy New Year!!! 

Mochi Mochi Mochi. If I can remake Jan Brady’s line, it would be this for New Years. How can 
something so simple be so delicious? Sweet rice steamed and pounded. It’s a must have staple. But the 
consumption has dropped off over the years and orders of mochi from local churches, temples and sweet 
shops have declined. Is it the low-carb diet for health that is curbing our chew for mochi? Is it a lost 
tradition with the changing demographics? My family used to pound mochi with an old funnel grinder 
when I was a kid. It was a lot of work preparing and the clean-up took a long time. Many JACL chapters 
sponsor a Mochitsuki event and if you are a chapter in need of an activity, this could be the one that 
could extend the cultural appreciation and traditions of the Japanese New Years. 
 

Los Angeles Times – Travel Section 

On Sunday December 11, 2017, the LA Times published two letters (Letters to the Editor) that basically 
depicted that the JA Internment was a good thing for JA’s. Boy did this touch a nerve. The reaction was 
visceral among many of the Japanese American organizations and JANM, Go For Broke and I were 
emailing each other strategizing on what to do. I suggested a meeting with the paper. The Times did 
react quickly and state that the letters submitted did not meet the level of editorial standards and it was a 
mistake for it to be published. The Times did agree to meet and the PSW Governor Michelle Yamashiro 
was a part of that meeting along with about 5 other local community organizations. We came to learn 
that each section of the newspaper has an editor and that each section may have different “standards” by 
which to publish articles. After all, it is people that can interpret the standards as they see fit. This all 
happened within 3 days of the article being published. The meeting was positive and showed that the 
local community when banded together can have an effect on how our stories are portrayed. It also 
shows that there still is much misunderstanding of what Internment was and that much more public 
education is required. 

The letters that started the storm: 
http://www.latimes.com/travel/la-tr-letters-20161211-story.html  
which references this article: 
http://www.latimes.com/travel/la-tr-nps-tule-lake-20161115-htmlstory.html  
And a few of the letters were published (there were many many more that the Time received) one 
week later: 
http://www.latimes.com/travel/la-tr-letters-20161218-story.html  

 

Kakehashi Graduation 

At the end of the December Kakehashi trip, there was a closing graduation ceremony. Our past National 
President Floyd Shimomura attended and was a part of the ceremony and thanked the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs for funding the program as well as JICE and of course JACL for helping to administer 
the program and reviewing the applications and promoting the program. 
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At the far left is Mr. Aiichiro 
Yamamoto, head of Japan 
International Cooperation Center 
(JICE).  At the far right is Mr. 
Yamasaki from the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs (MoFA) 

 
 

The White House 

I received an invitation to the White House to an event called, “Generational Experiences of Asian 
Americans”. It was a 3 hour event at the Eisenhower building that commemorated the experiences of 
Japanese Americans with both the internment and the heroic actions of the Nisei Veterans and paralleled 
them with the experiences that Muslim Americans are now going through. It was amazing to talk with 
the many Muslim, Arab, Sikh, and South Asian (MASSA) representatives and understand the challenges 
they face. It was an exciting experience to be at. 
 

 

The web link for the event is: 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/photos-and-
video/video/2016/12/15/generational-
experiences-asian-americans 
At the lectern is Alissa Ko, Senior 
Associate Director, White House Office 
of Public Engagement and 
Intergovernmental Affairs organized the 
event. I’m on the far right taking 
pictures….as always. 

 
ABC7 news reporter David Ono from Los Angeles who emceed the JACL Convention banquet also 
emceed and presented at the event. He interviewed me that night and it was aired on Thu Dec 15 in the 
Southern California area: 

 

http://abc7.com/news/treatment-
of-us-muslims-now-compared-
to-japanese-americans-during-
wwii/1659111/ 
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Nikkei-Muslim Project 

Do you remember the film “Who Killed Vincent Chin”? It’s a staple that is shown in every Asian 
American studies program and shows the impact of what a growing anti-Asian sentiment can do when it 
erupts in extreme violence. The producer was Renee Tajima-Pena and I had the wonderful opportunity 
to have dinner with her this week. She is a professor at UCLA’s Asian American Studies Center and is 
undertaking another great video project called Nikkei Democracy Project. It will be a rapid response 
series of short online videos capturing the power of the Japanese American imprisonment story to 
expose the current threats to the Constitutional rights of targeted Americans. 

A multi-generational team of media artists/activists has responded with a plan to use our story to call 
attention to the renewed challenges to democracy, justice and tolerance. 

The bulk of the services and facilities are pro bono, but the project needs are to cover nominal 
production expenses, and to make sure the young, freelancers working on the project receive 
compensation for their time. The project is looking for funding to reach a $10,000 goal of which 100% 
will go to project expenses.  

They want to make the short videos free to use for community and advocacy groups as they feel the 
message is so important to get out. JACL chapters can use this video to build relations with other 
Muslim organizations nearby and engage with educating the public about the JA personal experiences 
and the connections with the current events today. Other notable team members are: Sean Miura, Tad 
Nakamura, Joan Shigekawa and Marko Silver. For questions, please contact Renee Tajima-Peña at 
rtajima@mac.com  

Please help with this project which would be 
a perfect match with our mission and vision 
and donate today. Donations can be made 
payable to: 

UCLA Foundation 

Note: “Friends of EthnoCommunications” 

Mail to: 
Center for EthnoCommunications 
Attn: Nikkei Democracy Project 
UCLA Asian American Studies Center 
Box 951546, 2221 Campbell Hall 
Los Angeles, CA 90095-1546 

 

Other News 

• The Venice-Culver and West Los Angeles 
chapters merged and had their installation 
luncheon on Sunday December 11. I had the 
honor to install them and give a short welcome 
address and meet the mayor of West Covina, 
James Toma (far left in the back row). 
Congratulations on the merger!  

Finishing Thoughts 

We close the year with many chapters having their holiday get-togethers reconnecting with family and 
friends. I am so fortunate to be able to represent JACL and to meet and engage with people interested in 
what we do all over the US. The JACL spirit is alive and well. Continue to do what you all do! 
 
 
Thank you. 
 

 
National President 
gmayeda@jacl.org  


