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Fortunately, our JACL Kizuka Hall is across the street
from WHS. The Nisei graduates dressed at the hall. After
the ceremonies, a spirited Graduation Party was held!

REFLECTING BACK 75 YEARS AGO TO 1942
How much did the US Government spend (waste, really)
on our wartime incarceration? How many hundreds of
millions of dollars? Wouldn’t you like to know?
By one count, there were 69 facilities where Nikkei (of
Japanese ancestry) were imprisoned at one time or another
in this country during World War II.
If you were a “non-alien” (US citizen) incarcerated during
WW II in one of the “camps,” you were a Prisoner of War
(P.O.W.), imprisoned by your own US Government.
If you were born in camp, you were “born in captivity.”
We were imprisoned without charges, without the benefit
of legal counsel, without a jury, or without due process of law.
The Bill of Rights was, for us, nonexistent, and our
imprisonment remains legal under “military necessity”!
It will happen again to another group—perhaps to
reporters of “fake news” or to those of a religious faith. The
new excuse, instead of “military necessity,” is “national
security.”

FIRST IN THE NATION 25 YEARS AGO
WATSONVILLE HIGH SCHOOL (WHS) NISEI
GRADUATES OF CLASS OF 1942 RECEIVE
DIPLOMAS AND CAP AND GOWN CEREMONY;

Back row: Shig Kizuka, Kaz Oshima, Bill Hirano, Jiro
Sugidono, Frank Matsumoto, and Robert Yamamoto,
seated; Grace Sugidono Fujita, Evelyn Kamigawachi,
Shizuko Shiozaki, Kikuye Mine, Kazue Yamamoto,
Florence Matsushita, and Hatsuko Imoto.

On Friday, June 12, 1992, exactly 50 years later, 13 Nisei
members of the Class of 1942 received a cherished cap and
gown ceremony and their diplomas. This commencement
exercise was held at WHS’s Geiser Field. They were 68
years of age, and several were grandparents.
They graduated in caps and gowns of their “class
colors”—blue and white—then a school tradition. Today, they
graduate in gowns of black and gold, their school’s colors.
In the photo below, Watsonville High School Principal T.
S. MacQuiddy obtained permission to present 28 diplomas
to those incarcerated in our first prison—the Salinas
Assembly Center. It was not a cap and gown ceremony.
Nineteen other graduates were elsewhere.

Watsonville High School Principal Roger Mock (who
was celebrating his 50th birthday on June 12th) Hatsuko
Imoto, Bill Hirano, Kazue Yamamoto, Shig Kizuka,
Evelyn Kamigawachi, Frank Matsumoto, Grace Fujita,
Jiro Sugidono, Shizuko Shiozaki, Bob Yamamoto,
Kikuye Mine, Kaz Oshima, Florence Matsushita, and
PVUSD Trustee Willie Yahiro took center stage.
We were grateful to local historian, Jane Borg, who
headed the Centennial Committee for WHS and who
informed all of us, including the WHS Class of 1992, that the
Nisei graduates had never received due consideration.

During this program, the Nisei graduates pledged
allegiance to the United States and sang the “Star Spangled
Banner.” Most will be incarcerated in Poston, AZ.

For our newsletter in full living color, log onto http://watsonvillesantacruzjacl.org, Newsletters, then the month.
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OUR W-SC JACL SERVICES …

The Class of 1992 graciously offered the Nisei to
graduate ahead of them. The ceremony attracted national
attention with local and national press covering the event.
Kaz Oshima, on behalf of the Nisei graduates, delivered
his salutatorian speech which he had kept for 50 years!

Along with our mission of social justice, human rights,
education, and cultural outreach, we are engaged in serving
our Senior Center elders by providing and maintaining a hall
for their weekly gathering. Please refer to the “Senior Center
News” in this newsletter for their activities.
And, there’s our fun-filled Annual Community Picnic.
Dear Members and Friends:

WHS, one of the oldest high schools in California, was
celebrating its Centennial (1892-1992).

Please join us at this year’s W-SC JACL community picnic.
For over 100 years, the Japanese American families of
Watsonville have enjoyed a traditional event known as the
“community picnic.” This was established by our immigrant
Issei pioneers who struggled and worked tediously and
who could afford only one day out of the year to relax and
celebrate with gratitude the survival of another year.

OUR W-SC JACL MISSION
The mission of the Watsonville-Santa Cruz Chapter of
the National Japanese American Citizens League (W-SC
JACL) is to promote, sponsor, or encourage all programs to
further the two slogans of the National JACL:
1) “For Better Americans in a Greater America” and
2) “Security through Unity.”
We endeavor to promote the cultural and educational
development and protection of the civil rights of all people
regardless of race, creed, color, national origin, sexual
orientation, age, or disability, in order to foster American
democracy, promote active participation in civic and national
life, and secure justice and equal opportunities for all people,
including persons of Japanese ancestry residing in the US.
W-SC JACL is well-known and respected for its effective
responses to acts of racism, hate, bigotry, harassment,
discrimination, violence, and vandalism in the area. It is also
involved in a diverse range of civil rights, educational,
cultural, civic and historical, Nisei veterans (100th/442nd/MIS),
and other issues. It also interfaces with community groups,
civil rights organizations, Asian American organizations, and
the media in an effort to prevent or respond to instances of
hate or discrimination. With effective networking and a
comprehensive monthly newsletter, the chapter is able to
inform members of current issues and upcoming events.
Chapter membership is primarily composed of residents
of Santa Cruz County and northern Monterey County (Pajaro
Valley), and we are pleased that a number of our members
reside in other parts of the United States. At over 250
members, the chapter is the fifth largest among the 101
chapters in the National JACL. Only Portland, Chicago,
Seattle and Sacramento JACL chapters are larger.
If you believe in our mission and are not now a member,
please consider joining our organization. A membership form
is included in this newsletter.
Our website, updated and maintained by Kimiko Marr,
is www.watsonvillesantacruzjacl.org. Check it out for
programs, activities, previous newsletters (in color), history,
scholarships, photos, links and Senior Center News.

Above: Issei men are racing with bean bags on their
heads at Palm Beach (now Pajaro Dunes) before 1920.
Below: Yonsei and Gosei (4th & 5th generation) children are
racing in the bean bag race at Aptos Village Park in 2006.

One does not have to be a JACL member to attend.
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REFLECTING BACK TO 2002 …TO “LIBERTY
LOST … LESSONS IN LOYALTY.”

Since the end of World War II, the Watsonville-Santa
Cruz Japanese American Citizens League (W-SC JACL)
has sponsored this important cultural tradition. As a
community picnic, everyone is welcome. Highlights of the
picnic include a delicious barbecue lunch, the presentation
of scholarships, fun races for all ages, free bingo for our
Senior citizens and friends, entertainment by Watsonville
Taiko, an ice cream social, and an exciting raffle.

Fifteen years ago, on April
27 2002, our W-SC JACL
chapter reenacted the
forced
removal
and
incarceration of 1942-1945
and of our homecoming to
Watsonville.
We had a cast and
contributors of nearly 200 - from 18 months old to
nearly 100.
Contributing were Radcliff
5th graders; Watsonville
High
School’s
Video
Academy; Cabrillo College
students; UCSC students;
Henry J. Mello Center for
the Performing Arts; UCSC
Rainbow Theater; Caltrans; local businesses; Metro bus
system; Boy Scouts; PV Historical Association; YWCA;
Watsonville Police and Police Cadets; Watsonville Fire
Department; Watsonville Parks and Recreation Department;
Watsonville City Council; Santa Cruz County Supervisors;
Register-Pajaronian; SC Sentinel; and so many others.

We cordially invite you and your family to join us on Sat.,
June 24th, 2017 from 11 am to 4:30 pm. at the
beautiful Aptos Village Park, 100 Aptos Creek Road,
Aptos, CA 95003. Please carpool for parking is at a
premium.
Yours truly,
Marcia Hashimoto, Picnic Chair

Cast of the outdoor performance on East Beach Street.
Below, “farmer” Robb Mayeda speaks of the loss of his farm
and the hardships on his family—Debbe Chan; Walter,
Mary, Elizabeth Rose, Robb Mayeda and PJ Johnson, a
student at UCSC. We are grateful to all who participated.

Following the performance of our talented Watsonville
Taiko is a delicious chicken teriyaki lunch.
PS We are fortunate to be able to rent the Aptos Village
Park from the Santa Cruz County’s Parks, Open Space &
Cultural Services.
PPS We would sincerely appreciate your support of this
wonderful family event with a tax-deductible donation or
any contribution(s) to our raffle you are able to make. If
you have questions or would like us to pick up your
donation, gift certificate or gift, please email me at
hashi79@sbcglobal.net or call (831) 722-6859. We will
return your phone call right away. A check payable to the
Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL may be mailed to P. O. Box
163, Watsonville, CA 95077, with a memo “picnic.” Our
tax ID is #94-2659895.
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foot guard towers for our reenactment “Liberty Lost …
Lessons in Loyalty,” has been fighting the effects of
dementia for a number of years and had relocated to
Southern California to be close to his daughters. He has
recently moved to a Memory Care Facility there.

Above: 10 year-old Cub Scout Norman Y. Mineta
(played by Brian Shimizu) had to give up his precious
baseball bat to soldier (Randall Sparling), who considered it
a weapon. Playing Norm’s father (center) is Rev. Shousei
Hanayama. Below: Ken Tanimoto, left, grew a moustache
for he played JACL National President Saburo Kido who
had one. Right: David Kadotani told the story of Ben
Torigoe, a respected Watsonville sporting-goods store
owner, and Holly Ota told of 1/16 Japanese ancestry rule.

Howard with Ron Perez.
Together, they placed
Howard’s paintings of the towers--one in the lobby (above)
and the two others on the stage of the Mello Center.

We are grateful to Sandy Lydon of Cabrillo College who
ably served as master of ceremonies.

“HOWARD IKEMOTO—THE LAST SHOW”
Howard Ikemoto–The Last Show of paintings and
drawings –spanning 30 to 40
years—will be viewed and sold
at the Cabrillo College Gallery
on June 2, 3, and 4, 2017.
This will be the VERY LAST
time that Howard's work will
be shown and sold. It is the
“once
in
a
lifetime”
opportunity to purchase his
work at aggressively reduced
prices.
The proceeds will
go towards Howard’s care.
Howard, an art instructor
at Cabrillo College for decades and who painted three 15-

Incarcerees Mas Hashimoto, Poston II, AZ, Libia
Yamamoto, Peruvian Japanese, Crystal City, TX; Jeanne
Wakatsuki Houston, Manzanar, CA; Howard Ikemoto,
Tule Lake, CA; and Dr. Masako Miura, Manzanar and
Topaz, UT during a 2002 W-SC JACL teacher-training
workshop in cooperation with the Santa Cruz County
Department of Education.
Howard’s famous painting,
“Fourth of July: Tule,” is in the background.
Howard wrote:
It seems I have been painting or drawing for a lifetime.
Even as a child in Tule Lake, I can recall doing drawings of
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It's that time of the year again.
Please join us for the annual summer
session
of
Kokoro
No
Gakko.
Registration. We have room for
enrollment, and one doesn’t have to
be of Nikkei ancestry. Everyone is
most welcome to learn about Japanese art, food, culture,
festivals, philosophy, language, customs, theater arts, et al.
Kindergartners (who have completed kindergarten by June
2017) through 6th graders may enroll. The session is
between Monday, June 26th through Friday, July 7th, from
9:00 a.m. to noon at the Watsonville Buddhist Temple. There
is no school on July 4th. The cost is $225 per child.
Please visit our website for more information on how to
register: https://kokoronogakkoweb.wordpress.com, or
contacting Akiko Minami at akikominami70@gmail.com
should you have any questions. Thank you.

‘Castle Rock Mountain.’ The experince of being in camp left
an indelible mark on my pysche, but for much of my life, it
seemed safely buffered from my daily existence. In 1994,
images of the camp experiences and the Second World War
began surfacing in my artwork. I didn’t realize the impact of
the incarcerations had on my family, my own two daughters,
Reiko and Ami, and me until the work and the attending
research began revealing the truth of my childhood and the
“camps.”
Howard Ikemoto, April 2002

OCA/JACL LEADERSHIP SUMMIT
Report by Kimiko Marr, W-SC JACL
This year the OCA/JACL (Organization of Chinese
Americans/Japanese
American
Citizens
League)
Leadership Summit took place from April 15th to April
18th in Washington DC. I was lucky enough to be chosen
along with two other women to represent the NCWNP
district at the summit. There were over 30 participants
representing the OCA and JACL from all over the
country. The purpose of the program was to show us how
to become more active advocates for the Asian American
Pacific Islander (AAPI) community.

A vast collection of his art was stored at his house,
and the house has been sold. He has always had a strong
base of fans and collectors in the Bay Area. The family
wishes to find permanent homes for all of his artwork,
where they will be enjoyed. Please join us for what
promises to be an exciting art event!
Friday, June 2, from 10 am to 2:00 pm
Sat., June 3-Sun., June 4 from noon to 5:00 pm
Cabrillo College Gallery, Library Building (upper campus)
6500 Soquel Drive, Aptos, CA 95003.

KOKORO NO GAKKO (School with a Heart)

R-L: Eric Langowski, JACL NYSC Midwest Youth Rep.;
Steven Wu, OCA Greater Houston Chapter; Kimiko Marr,
Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL; Nikki Nojima Louis, JACL
New Mexico; Ryan Yamada, JACL Omaha; Erika Ninoyu,
JACL Alaska; and Yvonne Foo, OCA St. Louis.
Our first full day of activities started with an
introduction to Asian American history and civil rights
with Professor Phil Nash (who happens to be hapa).
During his presentation, I realized how little I actually
know about more recent Asian immigration (Vietnamese,
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Hmong, Thai, Indian, Cambodian, Malaysian, etc.). My
knowledge pretty much ends after the 1950s, so it was
very enlightening to learn when and why these groups
came to the United States.
Along with discussing the many different nationalities
that are grouped under "Asian", the problem of the lack
of disaggregated data for AAPIs was introduced. There
are a large number of nationalities grouped together
under the umbrella of AAPI. This does a disservice to the
entire community because we are all so different in our
needs for specific health care or social programs or
educational programs. In other words, data collected by
the government through the census or other surveys need
to specify more groups than just "Asian or Pacific
Islander".
We were then broken into smaller groups that would
learn how to lobby a politician about a certain issue. Each
group was assigned a specific senator who they would be
visiting and discussing an AAPI issue of their choice. My
group was assigned to Senator John Cornyn (R-Texas).
Because Congress was on Spring Break that week, we knew
that we were going to meet with a staffer. During our
training, we learned the art of effective storytelling and,
most important, how to make a specific "ask". My group
asked that Senator Cornyn NOT vote for any budget that
cuts funds to 21st Century Community Learning Center
grants. Though we did not get a definite answer, we all
felt the meeting went well.
My biggest personal take away from the summit was
that we need to have more AAPI faces advocating for
AAPI issues not only in Washington DC but also in local
and state government offices. At the beginning of our
meeting with the Senator's staffer we asked, "Do you
know about the JACL?" The answer was no. We need to
be more visible as the Japanese American community and
also as an ally to other minority communities. The African
American and Latino communities have been unified a lot
longer than the Asian American community. It's time for
us to make our voices heard.
[Editor’s note: We thank Kimiko Marr for this report.
The JACL has worked with OCA for decades, and this
partnership has been mutually beneficial.]

that were displayed. They will always remind us of the time,
love, efforts, and bonsai knowledge you shared with us over
the years. We miss you!

Kinoshita Sensei demonstrated how one carefully creates
a beautiful bonsai. Photos by Jean Yamashita.
”We were so happy to see you at the show. And so
grateful that Conor brought you! He is such a responsible
son. You should be beaming with pride at such a fine young
man. I'm sorry Kathy could not also come, but I hope she
enjoys the pictures and knows we miss her dearly. I should
be able to get them posted on the WBC Facebook page in
the next few hours.
“I am attaching a picture of Michael Alciati's plaque
presentation.” Photo below: Michael Alciati presented a
plaque to Don White, with son Conor and Kinoshita Sensei
in the background. This photo is by Marilyn Howes.
“Speaking of missing you, Mas and Marcia Hashimoto
walked into the show not minutes after you and Conor left.
They were
sorely
disappointed
to miss you
both!
[Editor’s
note: in 19681970, Don
White was a
professional
PGA golf
instructor
from whom
Mas and
Marcia took
lessons in
preparation
for their
honeymoon at
Pebble
Beach, CA.
Green fees at
Pebble Beach
golf course was $12.50 in 1970. It’s over $400 now.]
“We spoke fondly of old times and all of us desire to come
to San Jose to visit you and Kathy when we can!”

44TH WATSONVILLE BONSAI EXHIBIT
By Marilyn Howes
[Editor’s note: Marilyn Howes wrote an open letter to
Sensei Don White about the success of the exhibit on April
30 at the Watsonville Buddhist Temple hall. She kindly
shared it with us.]
“Well, boss, I think you mentored us well. We pulled off
the 44th Annual WBC show without your physical presence
but with all your teaching to guide us. Not only is your spirit
in the show organization, but in so many of the bonsai trees
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ATTENTION ALL WHS ALUMNI
This year’s “A Tribute to Tom Arita (WHS Class of
1951)”
memorial
golf
tournament will be held at
Spring Hill Golf Course, 501
Spring Hill Drive, Watsonville,
CA 95076 (831-724-1404) on
Friday, June 16, 2017. All
proceeds will benefit WHS
sports program.
Please
reserve the date.
Tom Arita was a dedicated volunteer to the sports
program—both guys and gals—for decades, and he loved to
play golf, especially with the Nisei Golf Club--the Watsonville
Eagles.
In keeping with volunteerism, this year’s tournament will
honor Donna Jean Busmire, a Wildcatz Athletic Booster
who worked tirelessly to support young athletes and to
promote youth activities.

Only remaining WBC charter member and former
President, Iwao Yamashita, displayed his famous bonsai,
hundreds of years old. Photo by Jean Yamashita.

WATSONVILLE
FOUNDATION’S
INDUCTEES

2017

HIGH
HALL

SCHOOL
OF FAME

Mark Sambrailo accepted on behalf of his late father,
William King “Bill” Sambrailo, Class of 1945, of Sambrailo
Packaging. Bill invented the first clear, plastic “clamshell”
packaging for produce. James W. Vestal, Class of 1954,
enjoyed a career in photography starting with the school’s
yearbook, the Manzanita. He went on to win accolades and
honors in photojournalism. He is the younger brother of Sam
Vestal, photographer for the Register-Pajaronian. Leticia
Mendoza, Class of 1979, was a 14 year-old immigrant from
Mexico who didn’t speak English when she arrived in
Watsonville. She went on to earn degrees and honors in
Economics here and aboard (England) and is today a
Trustee of Cabrillo College; Executive Director of the YWCA;
and is a candidate for a doctorate from Columbia University
NYC. Charles “Chuck” Kent, Class of 1966 and an early
alumnus of UCSC, is renowned for his environmental
policymaking in Brasil, the USA, and other countries, having
served with the US Environmental Protection Agency under
Presidents Ronald Reagan, George H. W. Bush, Bill Clinton,
George W. Bush, and Barack Obama.
We are proud of our WHS graduates for their unselfish
service to the community and nation. While all are friends of
our W-SC JACL, Leticia is a member and a strong advocate
for women’s rights.

If you wish to golf or be a sponsor, please contact Brad
Hubbard at Watsonville High School, 250 East Beach St.,
Watsonville,
CA
95076
or
email
him
at
brad_hubbard@pvusd.net. You may also contact Bobby
Powers, the tournament’s director, at Spring Hills Golf
Course, (831) 724-1404 for information.

KENNY SEARS was two-time NBA All-Star
with New York Knicks By: Tony Nunez, R-P
WATSONVILLE — Watsonville native Kenny Sears, who
was famously the first
basketball player to grace
the cover of Sport Illustrated
in 1954 while at Santa Clara
University, died in his home
on Sunday. He was 83.
Sears starred at NCAA
Division I Santa Clara from
1951-55 and played eight
seasons (1955-64) in the
NBA, earning a spot on a
pair of All-Star teams while
playing for the New York
Knicks. He played his final
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“He was always willing to help when we asked,” Johnson
said. “He was humble. He had a chance at the Bay Area Hall
of Fame but said he turned it down because they told him
that he needed to give a speech. He never wanted to be the
center of attention.”
Sears was also named to the California Interscholastic
Federation’s 100th Anniversary Winter All-Century Team in
2015, joining basketball greats like Bill Russell
(McClymonds, ‘53), Bill Walton (Las Mesa Helix, ‘70),
Reggie Miller (Riverside Poly, 83), Gary Payton (Oakland
Skyline, ’86) and Jason Kidd (Alameda Saint Joseph, ’92).
Sears lived an unassuming life after retiring from the NBA,
returning home and selling motor homes.
Really, Sears never left Watsonville. He owned and
managed a bar, on Freedom Blvd. with Ivelich while he was
still in the NBA. The bar, which was in the now-vacant
building across the street from the Freedom Shopping Center
last occupied by Jacob’s Heart Children’s Cancer Support
Services, was called Kenny & I.
“He was the big star and I was the nobody so I told him
one letter was enough for me,” Ivelich joked.
Plenty of big names rolled through Freedom to visit Sears
over the bar’s seven years of operation. It wasn’t uncommon
to see Will Chamberlain playing ping pong at their bar on a
Saturday night, Ivelich said. Ned Irish, the late founder and
former team president of the Knicks, flew out to negotiate
Sears’ second NBA contract, worth $18,500, at Kenny & I.
Ivelich called his late friend “big time.”
“But through everything Kenny was a very, very humble
guy,” Ivelich said. “He never bragged and said anything about
his accomplishments. You wouldn’t know he was going
around the country playing basketball.”
He leaves his wife of 57 years, Eunice, daughter Debi
Barry (Bob), son Dante (Sarah), 3 granddaughters, Kelley
Cavanaugh, Samantha Jilka (Nate), Bridget Barry and 3
great-grandsons, Hayden and Garrett Jilka and Jacob
Williams who gave him immense joy in his later years.
A celebration of Kenny's life was held on Sat., May 20th
at Twin Lakes Church, Aptos.

two pro seasons with the San Francisco Warriors, sharing the
court with NBA legend Wilt Chamberlain.
Described as a to-himself and modest family man by his
close friends, Sears spent his final days surrounded by family
in his Watsonville home.
Jim Ivelich, Sears’ friend since sophomore year of high
school, said the Sears family asked for privacy during this
difficult time.
Sears, a 6-foot-9, 200-pounder nicknamed “Big Cat,”
was a star basketball player for the Watsonville High Wildcatz
before moving on to play hoops for Santa Clara.
With the Broncos,
Sears exploded on
the scene. He carried
Santa Clara to the
NCAA Tournament
three
times
and
helped the Broncos
advance to the Final
Four
in
1952.
He was named the
West
Coast
Conference Player of
the
Year
twice,
beating University of
San Francisco’s Bill
Russell for the honor
as a senior in 1955.
He was also named
an
All-American
during that season.
Sears was selected fourth overall by the NY Knicks in
the 1955 NBA Draft. He played his first six seasons for the
Knicks (1955-61) and finished out his career close to home
following a mid-season trade, playing two years (1962-64)
with the Warriors, who lost in the NBA Finals to the Boston
Celtics in ’64.
He was named an NBA All-Star in ‘59 and ‘60 and
averaged 13.9 points and 7.9 rebounds for his career.
Sears was inducted into both the Watsonville High
(1989) and Santa Clara University Hall of Fame. His jersey
still hangs in the Goicovich Gym, where he would spend the
offseason working on his game.
Gene Johnson, who coached at Watsonville High School
and at Cabrillo College in Santa Cruz County for 57 years,
said he remembers opening up the gym for Sears during the
summer and watching him fire in swish after swish.
“He would like to work out by himself,” Johnson said. “He
was a great guy then and now. Always.”
Johnson said Sears’ lasting legacy would be bigger than
his basketball career. His humble personality and his
willingness to give, Johnson said, were his best
characteristics.
For several years, Sears would go to flee markets around
the county to buy shoes and bikes to donate to kids during
his trips to Puerto Vallarta, Mexico with his wife, Eunice,
during the winter.
“He liked kids and he saw the poverty over there so he
wanted to help,” Johnson said. “That’s who he was.”
Sears also helped Johnson with the Elks Lodge Hoop
Shoot Free Throw Contest, serving as a judge over the years.

To check out the NY Times article, click on:
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/02/sports/basketball/
kenny-sears-knicks-dead.html?partner=rss&emc=rss

KENNY SEARS AND I (with apologies to Jim Ivelich)
Kenny was two years ahead of me at E. A. Hall.
When the 8th grade E. A. Hall basketball team almost
beat the league champion Watsonville High School
lightweight basketball team, Kenny was on the team. He was
skinny, not tall, and a third stringer. He never played in the
game!
He started to grow in his freshman year at WHS.
In his senior year, he stood at 6’ 6”. He grew 3 more
inches at the University of Santa Clara.
Coach Ron Staley (a San Jose State College basketball
standout) had our “D” basketball team (our tallest player
could not be over 5’ 6”, and we had only one guy that tall)
play a 10-minute scrimmage against the varsity, the league
champions. Since we had the same coach, the varsity
players knew every play we had. We learned not to telegraph
our movements. Finally, Tony Hernandez threw in a halfcourt shot! We considered a moral victory of sorts. We held
the varsity to 16 points and scored one bucket—16 to 2!
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Awards were presented to six Northern California high school
students for their winning entries to the 2017 Ninth Circuit
Civics Essay & Video Contest.
A reception followed.

A WONDERFUL NEW BOOK FOR CHILDREN!
Authors Laura Atkins and Stan Yogi have recently
written a book for elementary and middle school students,
”Fighting For Justice: Fred Korematsu Speaks Up,” with
illustrations by Yutaka Houlette.

The varsity championship team of the 1949-1950 season.
Kenny, during a city summer softball league for guys,
umpired a game. I was at bat with the count 3-2. Tony
Russo threw a perfect strike … right over the very heart of
the plate, and I didn’t swing. Kenny called “ball four.” He
didn’t have the heart to call me out. Oh, we lost that game.
Not so long ago, I was shopping at the CVS drug store
when I heard, “Hey, Mousie.” I knew Kenny was in the store.
He was the only one who continued to call me by my high
school nickname.
Kenny Sears. He never forgot us, and I’ll never forget
him. Thanks, Kenny, for the great times.

LESSON OF THE WW II MASS INCARCERATION OF
JAPANESE AMERICANS, MAY 16TH, 2017

Fred Korematsu liked listening to music on the radio,
playing tennis, and hanging around with his friends—just like
lots of other Americans. But everything changed when the
United States went to war with Japan in 1941 and the
government forced all people of Japanese ancestry to leave
their homes on the West Coast and move to distant prison
camps. This included Fred, whose parents had immigrated
to the United States from Japan many years before. But Fred
refused to go. He knew that what the government was doing
was unfair. And when he got put in jail for resisting, he knew
he couldn’t give up.
Inspired by the award-winning book for adults Wherever
There’s a Fight, the Fighting for Justice series introduces
young readers to real-life heroes and heroines of social
progress. The story of Fred Korematsu’s fight against
discrimination explores the life of one courageous person
who made the United States a fairer place for all Americans,
and it encourages all of us to speak up for justice.
“The relevance of the themes in Fred Korematsu Speaks
Up in today's world is unmistakable. This book gives young
readers, their parents, and their teachers a suitable way to
create a meaningful discussion of these important public
policies that affect us all. Best of all, young readers might
even be inspired by this book to take action to change public
policy. Korematsu's is an important story and should be part
of our national educational curriculum.”—Eileen Kurahashi,
Los Angeles Review of Books
The W-SC JACL has purchased several copies (from
your donations to our Day of Remembrance Education
Fund, Education/Scholarship category) to present to
grade school teachers, their students and to libraries. We
are grateful for your thoughtfulness and generosity.

The event was hosted by The U.S. District Court for the
Northern District of California, Northern District of California
Federal Bar Association, & Asian American Bar Association
of the Greater Bay Area in the Ceremonial Courtroom, Philip
Burton Federal Building, 450 Golden Gate Avenue, 19 th
Floor, San Francisco, CA on Tuesday, May 16th, 2017.
The lesson featured a re-enactment of the Minoru Yasui
trial with federal judges Edward Chen, Daniel Flores,
Haywood S. Gilliam, Phyllis J. Hamilton, Marilyn Hall
Patel, Yvonne Gonzalez Rogers, Donna Ryu, Richard
Seeburg, and others with the federal court participating.
In 1984, Fred Korematsu’s verdict was “vacated” in this
very room—the Ceremonial Courtroom—by the Hon. Marilyn
Hall Patel. Dale Minami was Fred’s lead attorney. Soon
after, the verdicts against Gordon Hirabayashi and Minoru
Yasui were also vacated.
During a
Q&A
period
with
Dale
Minami and
Karen
Korematsu, a
question was
asked about
removing
“military
necessity”
from the 1944 Supreme Court’s decision in the Fred
Korematsu’s case. In the lower right corner is Judge Patel
who vacated Fred’s guilty verdict. It was an honor to meet
her.
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KAWAKAMI SISTER CITY UPDATE

INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL
OF
MONTEREY
STUDENTS AND THEIR “HISTORY DAY” PROJECT
By Liliana Nunez

By Robb Mayeda
In preparation for the May 2017 trip, Takashi and Kitty
Mizuno gave Japanese language lessons to the students
going to Kawakami-mura. In order to acquaint the students
with foods and etiquette, Phyllis Nagamine and I prepared
an eleven item Japanese dinner for the students.
Our sixteen Watsonville middle school students flew from
San Jose to Los Angeles before boarding an ANA airliner for
Narita Airport (Tokyo). After a four-hour bus trip the students
arrived at Kawakami-mura, a farming community in Nagano
Prefecture, on May 10.
The next day, the eight pairs of students attended
Kawakami Junior High School and met their host families.
Our students attended classes and visited the elementary
and pre-schools.
On the weekend, the students had a barbecue at a
mountain park. After leaving Kawakami, the students were
bused to Tokyo where they stayed two nights in the Akasaka
District. They returned home May 17th via a direct flight from
Narita to San Jose.

Liliana Nunez, Marcia, Oliver Calderon-Cruz, Keita
Tanabe, Francesca Sanchez, and Mas. The interview took
place during the Day of Remembrance observance at the
Salinas Assembly Center on Sunday, Feb. 19, 2017.
“I wanted to let you know that the kids ended up winning
under their History Day
category (Peace and
Freedom Award). As
Monterey
County
winners,
they
will
advance to the State
History Day competition
to
be
held
in
Sacramento.
“I hope you are
doing
great.
Congratulation on your
recent Jefferson Award.
We saw it on the news,
and we were so happy
and delighted to know
that you were granted
such
a
prestigious
award that you well deserve.

The first photo shows students experiencing Japanese
food at one of our meetings at Pajaro Middle School.

The second photo is taken with the host students in front
of Kawakami Junior High.
- Oliver Calderon-Cruz, Keita Tanabe, and Francesca
Sanchez, of International School of Monterey.
“I wanted to thank you again, and I will keep you updated
on how these kiddos do. They have been super busy trying
to fix their process journal, and this week they still need to
finish their exhibit.”
Kind regards,
Liliana Núñez, teacher

REUNION OF US MILITARY WHO SERVED IN JAPAN
The Japanese Government wishes to host a reunion of
US military members and civilian components who are still
alive in gratitude for helping Japan’s recovery after WW II.
Contact Brian Shiroyama, bshiroyama@gmail.com or
Mary Wakatsuki at (408) 832-1091 for more information.
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FRIENDS AND FAMILY NISEI VETERANS’
MEMORIAL SERVICE

Reverend Harry Bridge, of Oakland Buddhist Temple,
delivered a warm message followed by an oshoko.

By Brian Shiroyama, Lt Col USAF (ret), Vietnam War
Friends and Family of Nisei Veterans (FFNV) held its
annual memorial service at Roberts Park, Oakland Hills, CA
on Armed Force Day, May 20, 2017.

Tom Graves, noted author and photojournalist, opened
the service as master of ceremonies.
Nearly 100 participants including several WW II
veterans, widows, family members, friends and supporters
attended to honor and to pay respect to veterans of all wars.
This memorial service began at this site in 1992 (25 years
ago) as a tribute to fallen members of Company E, 442nd
Regimental Combat Team during World War II.

Lawson Sakai, President of FFNV and a 442nd
Regimental Combat Team (RCT) veteran delivered
welcoming remarks and briefly talked about his own
experiences serving with the 442nd RCT.
A family-style picnic after the service was enjoyed by all
on this unusually warm and pleasant day.
If you wish more information about FFNV, please contact
me at bshiroyama@gmail.com or 408-896-1021.

Reverberating sounds of inspiring music by Bands of
the West greeted all attendees who came together in one
warm camaraderie surrounded by majestic redwood trees.

A redwood tree was planted in honor of those veterans,
and it is now the symbol of respect for veterans of all wars
who gave their lives for this country.

Berkeley Boy Scout Troop 24 provided military honors
with posting and (shown here) retiring of the “colors”.
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Our upcoming schedule:
June 9th
Abbot Square Celebration, MAH Santa Cruz
June 10th
Japanese Cultural Festival, Mission Plaza
Park, Santa Cruz
June 24th
JACL Community Picnic, Aptos Village Park
July 1st
Land of Medicine Buddha Festival, Soquel
July 1st
Campﬁre Event, New Brighton Beach
July 15th
Relay For Life, Watsonville High School
July 16th
Watsonville Buddhist Temple Obon Festival
July 23rd
Wharf to Wharf, Capitola
Aug.6th
Cabrillo Music Festival, Santa Cruz
Sept. 16th
Asian Night, Senior Community Center
Scotts Valley
Nov. 19th
Watsonville
Taiko's
Annual
Holiday
Boutique and Rafﬂe
Sam Sakamoto, 442nd RCT, paid his respects.

WESTVIEW CHIMES

By Leslie Nagata-Garcia

Rules for a Wonderful Life ☺

WATSONVILLE TAIKO AND SHINSEI DAIKO

God, like any good parent, wants to help his
children find the way--wants to
help us stay on a path that is
abundant, joyful, meaningful, and
full of love. For the last couple
months on Sundays we have been looking at the
signposts God has left written in the Hebrew and
Christian Scriptures. These signposts are road signs
for the path of life.
They show us who we are, what we are worth, how
we should live, and what is the meaning of life? They
keep us from getting lost—from perishing in the
desert! They are signs that keep us on the path of a
wonderful life! This series is based on a one by Rev
Earl Palmer at University Presbyterian Church,
Seattle.
One of the signposts set by God was the 10
Commandments given by God to the Hebrew people to
all humanity. Based on an idea by Rev Palmer I took
the 10 C’s and put them in the positive. It helped me
see how they are truly road signs that keep me on the
path of an abundant life. So enjoy them, meditate on
them, reflect on them in light of the original 10 C’s
(Exodus 20:1-17) so that these signs will be on our
minds and in our hearts to guide us on the amazing,
nutty path called life.
The 10 Commandments in the positive:
1. LOVE GOD above all else.
2. SERVE God first and foremost, proclaiming God’s
goodness throughout the earth by your words and
actions.
3. HONOR God’s holy name.
4. Each week TAKE TIME OUT to relax and enjoy,
and to thank and worship God.

By Bonnie Chihara
We mourn the
passing of former youth
taiko member Becka
Lindquist who passed
away earlier this month.
Becka was a talented,
thoughtful and caring
member of our group for
several years.
Always
eager to help and join in
with our performances
and fundraisers, she is
pictured here at our Obon
performance and at the
Human Race fundraiser.
We send our condolences
to her parents Jon and
Gynnie Lindquist and
older sister Elizabeth.

Have you ever thought about learning taiko? We have
classes for all ages. Our beginning children's class is
scheduled at 4:30 pm on Fridays and are held at the W-SC
JACL Kizuka Hall, 150 Blackburn Street in Watsonville. Our
beginning adult classes are scheduled for 7 pm also at
Kizuka Hall. For times and locations for our other classes
please contact Kay at (831) 475 1088 or email us at
info@watsonvilletaiko.org.
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5. RESPECT your parents, and then take care of
them in their golden years.
6. TREASURE your neighbor.
7. TREASURE your spouse.
8. BE GENEROUS - joyfully giving to others out of
gratitude to God.
9. BUILD UP - Use the power of your words to say
good things about and build up those around you.
10. BE GRATEFUL for all you have and CELEBRATE
OTHERS’ blessings--cheer on the people around you.
Celebrate them!
May God bless you and walk with you each moment
of each day leading you on a path overflowing with
joy, peace, love and wisdom. And know that I am
always very grateful for our loving church family.
-Pastor Dan

Wednesday Study Series: We are
taking a break in June and July and
will resume with Chapter 7 on August
9, 6:30 pm every 2nd and 4th
Wednesday at Paloma Del Mar 2030 Pajaro Lane
in Freedom. We are studying John Ortberg’s book,
The Life You’ve Always Wanted. We are studying
how to grow the spiritual practices in our lives in
this modern world that will be the center and fount
from which we live and thrive!

Help Your Youth/Children Grow a Strong Foundation
in Christ!! Youth/Family Upcoming Events:
Gym Nites are usually the 1st and 3rd Friday of each
month, from 5:30 – 7:30 pm, at Westview. Mark your
calendars for the following dates:
June 2nd: Gym Nite, Westview, 5:30 pm – 7:30 pm

Many of our students have much
need for help in math and reading!
Our Tutors are awesome!—Mary Lou
Hoffman, Diane Mio, Susan Manabe,
Pastor Dan, Joanne Hayashi and Eiko
Stewart! If you want to join us Thursdays 3:30-5pm let
us know! It has been a delight to reach out with love and
care for our neighbors.

June 25th (Sunday):
Youth Car Wash –
Guaranteed to be Fun!
Westview, 9 am – 1 pm.
Fundraiser for the Youth Mission Trip to Cuba.

Photo at left: Youth
performing at Aptos High
School comedy, drama night.

Westview will resume preparing
and serving meals to the
Salvation Army in December.
Photo is of a luncheon for all Westview members
and friends who volunteered their time to prepare
the Salvation Army meals from December 2016
through April 2017).

Youth on an adventure at The
Forest of Nisene Marks
State Park.

Sunday Message Series: - “Ancient Wisdom for
Life—discovering the signposts set by God in
the Hebrew Scriptures” so they can guide us
as we walk this journey of life.
Sunday School : During Worship Service in our
Youth Room.
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received prizes. We then played a few wonderful games of
Bingo before everyone went to Hong Kong Gardens for a
Mother’s Day treat.

SENIOR CENTER NEWS by Jo Ann Vear
May was a very busy month for Seniors in that we
celebrated April and May birthdays, Mother’s Day, Baisho
Matsumoto’s performance, played lots of Bingo, participated
in a WBT trip to Table Mountain, and more and more,
including a special birthday party on May 25 for Haruko
Yoshii and Louise Sako, who each turned 100 in May (the
party will be reported in our July 2017 issue.)
For Mother’s Day Helen Nakano decorated all the tables
with her beautiful decorations of flowered hats and adorable
paper pinafores filled with candy. Seniors were able to take
home the hats. The annual raffle was held and all the ladies
received some very nice raffle gifts in honor of Mother’s Day.
Thanks to all who donated the many beautiful raffle prizes.

All Mothers over 88 were presented and honored with
lovely succulent plants created by Flowers by Toshi. Those
in attendance were: Yaeko Cross 90, Kimiyo Fujii 91, Michi
Hamada 95, Tea Hashimoto 96, Haruyo Ishibashi 91, Mitzi
Katsuyama 96, Rubie Kawamoto 90, Hide Nagamine 96,
Yoshiko Nishihara 89, Eiko Nishihara 90, Ruby
Nakamura 92, Mitsuko Ruble 88, Yae Sakamoto 91,
Chiyeko Shikuma 92, Hisako Uemura 89, Miyeko
Yamashita 99 and Haruko Yoshii 100.

Baisho Matsumoto performed on Friday, May 19th for a
small but enthusiastic group of Seniors and friends. He is a
Master Shamisen player from Japan and was very
entertaining. He took requests for songs and had fun
interacting with the audience. We look forward to his coming
back next year and hope more Seniors will attend his
performance. Thanks to Kazuko Sakai, Jean Yamashita,
and Carol Kaneko for providing refreshments.
Paul Kaneko announced that Mr. Suzuki, a storyteller
from Shingu, Japan, would be here on June 8th to perform for
our Seniors. He will be here for the Japanese Cultural Fair on
June 10th, and wanted to meet our seniors and entertain
them. This should be very entertaining.
It has been announced that Evelyn Kamigawachi (93)
passed away on Mother’s Day in Woodland. Our deepest
condolences to her family, relatives and friends.
Wish her a speedy recovery, a “get well” card was
passed around for Betty Yagi. She is home after having a
stroke.

Lots of pictures were taken, and then all the ladies in the
room joined them for more pictures. We missed those who
couldn’t be there: Eiko Ceremony 92, Grace Fujita 93,
Frances Goon 98, Nancy Iwami 102, Evy Kamigawachi
93, Masako Miura 102, Floy Sakata 91, Louise Sako 100,
Chiyoko Yagi 96, Betty Yagi 93 and Satoko Yamamoto 91.
Kimiko Marr presented a slide show of baby pictures of
many of our Seniors and had a contest to see who could
identify the most pictures. Eiko and George Stewart got the
most correct and won a nice prize. Other winners also

On May 18, we had the April and May birthday
celebration honoring Iwao Yamashita 90, Hisako Uemura,
Nancy Iwami 103, Mitzi Katsuyama 97, and Haruko Yoshii
100. Birthday honorees who did not attend were: Bette
Garcia, Sachi Snyder, and Inako Johnson. The beautiful
flower centerpiece and flowers on the tables were created by
Hisako Kodama and Nancy Kuratomi.
Photos by Carol Kaneko and Jean Yamashita.
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Guests in attendance for Haruko Yoshii’s birthday were
her family Don and
Sandra
Yoshii,
Miyoko
Yoshii
(shown with her
mother) and Emi
Fukushima. They
treated
all
the
Seniors
to
a
package of manju
decorated with an
origami crane.
Nancy
Iwami
was also able to be
there and brought fun treats for everyone -- a piece of
chocolate shaped like the State of Nevada, a miniature slot
machine and a gambling chip. Of course, you have to go to
Nevada to redeem it! Her guests were Nancy Jean and
Marvin Mattson, her daughter and son-in-law.
A big welcome back to Sachi Snyder who has not been
at Seniors for a while and to Judy Hane, who also has been
absent. We welcomed back Mary Perez’s sister, Juanita
Lopez, and welcomed their friend Sharon Bobo (who
seemed to know several of our Senior members).
On May 4th, Jean Yamashita treated everyone to manju
and ice cream sandwiches
in honor of her father,
Iwao’s 90th birthday.
Thanks
to
Jean
Yamashita
and
the
Watsonville BWA for
organizing and sponsoring
a one-day trip to Table
Mountain Casino on May
24 and inviting our Senior
Center members to join
them. Despite a few
mishaps, including a road
(Hwy 99) closure and
traffic jams, it was nice to
get away, relax, and have
fun. Goodies for the bus
trip were provided by: Jean Yamashita, BWA, Yoshiko
Nishihara, Eiko Nishihara, Paul/Carol Kaneko, Rubie
Kawamoto, Toshi Yamashita, Terry Hirahara, Jackie
Yamashita, and Cindy Mine. BWA provided the driver’s tip,
and Jean kept us all entertained on the bus with
announcements, a game, and a movie. Next Senior Center
trips will tentatively be in July and late August--stay tuned.
Monetary donations gratefully received this month from:
Iwao Yamashita, Hisako Uemura, Haruko Yoshii, Nancy
Iwami, Mitzi Katsuyama, Sachi and Phil Snyder, and Mas
and Marcia Hashimoto. Special donations: in honor of
Haruko Yoshii’s 100th birthday - Don and Sandra Yoshii,
and Miyoko Yoshii; in honor of Nancy Iwami’s 103rd
birthday – Nancy Jean and Marvin Mattson, and Christine
Izumizaki. Thanks to all for your generosity.
Many generous Bingo donations – thank you to all:
Sunao/June Honda
8 plates chocolate mochi with
chocolate chips, 8 plates chocolate
mochi, 7 plates spam musubi
Kumiko Nakatani
12 boxes Kleenex

Jean Akiyama
Jean Yamashita

12 rolls bath tissue
9 bags pumpkin spice cookies, 7
blueberry bars, 6 pkgs. Banana
muffins, ice cream sandwiches and
manju for all
Toshi Yamashita
4 pkgs. roasted seaweed, 4 boxes
Kleenex, 2 pkgs. organic roasted
teriyaki seaweed snack, 2 bags
chagashi, 7 bunches flowers
Rubie Kawamoto
2 bags chagashi, 2 boxes cookies,
100 green tea bags, 3 pkgs.
cookies, 6 pkgs. rice crackers
Gail Wurtenberg
12 rolls paper towels
Yaeko Cross
1 bag taffy candy, 4 bags Cheetos,
12 rolls bath tissue
Mitsuyo Tao
15 bottles hand soap
Kim Tao
5 bags chagashi, senbei, 15
homemade mini loaves apple cake
with walnuts
Kazuko Sakai
3 crates strawberries
Kimiyo Fujii
276 paper plates
Eiko Nishihara
1 dozen strawberry jam
Emi Hirano
23 scrubbies
Yoshiko Nishihara
18 bottles Dawn dish soap, 6
bunches flowers
Hide Nagamine
5 Dawn dish soap, 5 potholders,
5 dish towels, 6 pkgs tsukemono
pickles
Madi and Juju Song Assorted gifts
Eiko Stewart
6 pkgs. Brownies
Phil Shima
12 instant noodles
Mia Potter (Nobue Fujii’s granddaughter) 6 bags lemons,
7 bags Girl Scout cookies
Reba Condon
Kleenex, 5 mini Bundt cakes
Sam/Yae Sakamoto
2 bags shiitake mushrooms
Tea Hashimoto
30 rolls bath tissue
Juanita Lopez
4 bags lemons
Haruko Yoshii Family Manju for everyone
Hisako Kodama
6 bunches flowers
Mitzi Katsuyama
5 banana chiffon cake
Kiyoko Iwami
Chocolate Bingo cards and
pasta bags
Nancy Iwami Family little treats from Nevada
Edna Nagata
8 rolls paper towels
Hope you enjoy the news – stay healthy and see you next
month!

IN REMEMBRANCE … Yoshiye “Yo” Kaita
passed away peacefully at home on
Wednesday, April 26, 2017 at the
age of 95. She was born on July 11,
1921 in Fresno to parents Hikoichi
and Yaeko Tara. She was the
oldest of the five daughters. The
family lived in Fowler and Selma in
the Central Valley. Yo graduated
from Selma High School in June
1940.
During World War II in 1942, the
family was incarcerated in a
relocation camp at Gila River,
Arizona where Yo worked as a teacher’s aide. Yo met her
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husband to be, Kiyomi (Kay) Kaita in camp and later
married on August 21, 1943.
Yo was preceded in death by her husband of 69 years,
Kiyomi; her parents and stepfather, Saburo Oda; her sisters
Chiyeko, Toshi (Tsudama), and Fudge (Sasaki); her
brother/sister in-laws: Tokii/Chiyoko (Kaita) Fujii, Roy
Kaita, Taira/Yaeko (Kaita) Fujimoto, Minoru/Minnie
(Kaita) Tao, and Tom/Aya Kaita. Yo is survived by her six
children: Judy (Shig) Tokubo, Maxine (George)
Nakamura, Elaine (Gino) Abad, Louise (Lyman) Lum,
Barbara (Bob) Shingai, and Bruce (Jeri) Kaita; her sister
Emi Kaita; twelve grandchildren, sixteen greatgrandchildren and many nieces, nephews, grand-nieces and
grand-nephews.
Yo was a member of the Watsonville Buddhist Temple
and Watsonville-Santa Cruz Japanese American Citizens
League (JACL).
She was a wonderful cook and enjoyed sewing,
handicrafts, ikebana and bonsai. She, like her husband, was
an avid bowler in her day and enjoyed traveling. Most of all,
Yo enjoyed her extended family as family gatherings were
very special to her. She will be remembered for her quiet
demeanor, gentle smile and her soft hand wave. She will be
truly missed.
A memorial service was held on Friday, May 19, 2017 at
the Watsonville Buddhist Temple. Our deepest condolences
to her family, relatives and friends.]

The first shift crew heating the udon are Tad Kato, Tom
Inokuchi, Arthur Hayashi and Kenny Kusumoto.

WATSONVILLE BUDDHIST TEMPLE NEWS

Placing the toppings on the udon are Toshiko
Yamashita, June Honda, Gayle Uyematsu and Nora
Louie. Below, JoAnn Kato and Tracey Haneta sold
chirashi while the YBA sold desserts.

First, a report on the “All You Can Eat Udon Feed” from
the chairpersons:
“We are deeply grateful to all the volunteers and
community members that made our fundraiser so successful.
All the money made, goes to the Watsonville Buddhist
Temple, not individual organizations in the Temple. Each
organization has a special skill set that was shared. We are
a stronger Sangha (community) as we move forward
together. We needed everyone to make it work.
“Thank you for coming out to help.
“A special “thank you” to the wonderful community
members that support our Temple fundraisers. Thank you
for enjoying the udon and sharing your comments about our
food. Many commented about the delicious. high quality,
flavorful food. We are great cooks!! Please keep coming to
our events and bring your friends.”
With Gratitude,
Nancy Kuratomi, Bruce Yamamoto, Alice Tanimoto,
Udon Feed Co Chairpersons

Sumiko Matsunami purchased YBA desserts from
Matthew and Yoshie Maemura and Kim Yamaoka.

Bruce Yamamoto, WBT President Barbara Shingai,
and Iwao Yamashita welcomed all.
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Reed (left)
with Perry
Yoshida,
Tad Kato,
and Reed’s
father-inlaw.
Thanks go
out to: Bob
Shingai,
Tad Kato,
Richard
Uyematsu,
Ken
Tanimoto, Dennis Yamaoka, Kevin Yamaoka, and Dean
Sakae whose trailer and advice were instrumental in moving
the Torii Gate. Mas Hashimoto documented the move.
Special thanks to Reed Geisreiter who understood the
significance of the Gate to the members of the Buddhist
Temple.
Considering the gates exposure to the elements, the
gate is in remarkable shape. It is a testament to our Issei
founders that the gate still stands. When the Temple Board
decides on a permanent location for the gate, the Torii Gate
will again stand tall as a constant reminder of our past and
our history in the Pajaro
Valley.
The photo sequence:
1--Tad Kato carefully
cut the bottom of the
posts.
2--Lowering of the gate
which was heavier than
expected.
3-- Now, getting it into
position to be placed on
the trailer.
4—Why not place it this
way?
5—Truck and trailer with
the gate leaving the
intersection of Riverside
Drive and Union Street.
6—The work crew of
Dennis Yamaoka, Ken
Tanimoto, Richard Uyematsu, Perry Yoshida, Tad Kato,
Bob Shingai, Dean Sakae, and Kevin Yamaoka.

Serving udon and take-outs were Reba Condon, Cindy
Hirokawa Mine and Susan Uyematsu.

The WBT was the busiest restaurant in town on May 6th.

THE TEMPLE’S HISTORIC TORII GATE
By Perry Yoshida
The Watsonville Buddhist Temple was presented with a
unique opportunity, reclaiming part of its history.
Reed Geisreiter from Comerica Bank, was intrigued by
the Torii Gate that stood
cluttered
among
electrical
boxes,
telephone
booths,
newspaper stands, and
electrical stop- light
signal control at the
corner of Riverside and
Union Street, the site of
the original Buddhist
Temple.
It was an
eyesore.
As the new owner
of the property, Reed
researched the history
of the gate and discovered its connection to the Watsonville
Buddhist Temple.
Reed contacted the Watsonville Buddhist Temple to give
us the opportunity to remove the Torii Gate from the original
Buddhist Temple site and relocate it to the Temple’s current
site of 423 Bridge Street.
The Temple graciously accepted the offer and on a very
early Sunday morning, a crew of eight, cut, transported and
moved the Torii Gate.
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19 Mon
21 Wed
25 Sun
26-July 7
25 Mon
28 Wed

7 pm
Obon Odori Practice
7 pm
Obon Odori Practice
8 am
Yard Cleaning
10 am
Sunday Service
9 am-12 noon Kokoro no Gakko
7 pm
Obon Odori Practice
7 pm
Obon Odori Practice

Shotsuki Hoyo Service
10 am Sunday June 4, 2017
June Memorial List
Akimoto, Jim Yoshio
Akiyoshi, Yaeko
Dooka, Akira
Fujii, Tokio
Hasebe, George
Hashimoto, Mitsuru
Higaki, Osami
Hirahara, Mitoshi
Hoshiyama, Frances
Idemoto, Kazuko
Iyama, Tsunehichi
Izumizaki, George Yutaka
Kamimoto, Tsutae
Kanda, Momoyo
Kimoto, James
Kimoto, Isamu
Kimoto, Tomo
Kobara, Chisako
Kobara, Kaichi
Kobayashi, Isamu
Kokka, Shizue
Maemura, Jason Tadashi
Matsui, Midori
Matsumoto, Kenneth
Matsunami, Misao
Matsunami, Tsugumi
Mine, Bill Matao
Mine, Sachi
Mine, Tom
Misumi, Gijiro
Miura, Takaji
Murakami, Shozo
Muronaka, Tsuyuko Helen
Nagamine, Tousuke
Nakase, Pauline
Nishijima, Norma Taeko
Nishita, Hayakichi
Oda, Fumiko
Oka, Kanako
Sadamura, Manzo
Shirachi, Tsuya
Sukekane, Chiyeko
Takei, Kisaku
Tanimura, Noboru
Tao, Takeyo
Terasaki, Rosie
Toriumi, Jane Misako
Tsudama, Toshiko
Yamamoto, Barbara Sanae
Yamamoto, Hisa
Yamamoto, Ben Tsutomu Yamamoto,Masatatsu Bob
Yamane, Sakuichi
Yamanishi, Akiji
Yamanishi, Jitaro
Yamanishi, Tadao
Yamashita, Minoru
Yorita, Misayo
Yorita, Toshiteru
Yoshimaru, Masato
Uyematsu, Jim
Uyematsu, Rempei

TRI-TEMPLE GOTAN E SERVICE, MAY 21st

The Temple Calendar for June 2017:
4 Sun
9:30 am
Japanese Service
10 am
Shotsuki Hoyo & Sunday Service
with Rev. Matsubayashi
Refreshments to follow
9 am-4 pm Kimekome
6 Tue
7:30 pm
Temple Board Meeting
7 Wed
7 pm
110th Planning Meeting
8 Thu
10 am
ABA Meeting
9 Fri
Secretary out of office
11 Sun
2 pm
Sunday Service
18 Sun
2 pm
Sunday & Graduation Service
Happy Father’s Day

On Sun., May 21st, the Sangha from the Salinas and
Monterey Peninsula Temples joined Watsonville Buddhist
Temple Sangha to celebrate the birthday of Shinran Shonin.
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traditions of Japan such as performances of two taiko groups,
Minyo Folk Dance, Koto, Bon Odori, Shakuhachi,
Tsugaru Shamisen, Awa Odori, and Okinawan Dance,
Bonsai, Ikebana, Tea Ceremony, a Kimono Workshop
and various martial arts demonstrations. The Fair will begin
at 11 AM and conclude at 6 PM. For more information, go to:
www.jcfsantacruz.org. As off-street parking will be an
issue, a free shuttle will be available all day between the park
and the County Government Center on Ocean Street. A free
bicycle parking valet will also be provided at the park.

DONATIONS, GRATEFULLY RECEIVED FROM…
In honor of Ruby Nakamura’s birthday from …

Chair Doug Nakashima explained the importance of
Gotan E, and guest speaker Rev. Sugahara spoke of our
“blindness” and how we must listen to the Dharma.

Larry and Kathleen Nakamura
(Our most sincere apologies. This thoughtful donation
was inadvertently omitted in the April 2017 newsletter.)
For Salinas Assembly Center Memorial Garden from …
Jane Borg of Seaside, Oregon in memory of the
Asami Family—Tea Hashimoto’s parents
Tom Graves of San Francisco
Henry Hayashida of Seaside, CA
Gini Matute-Bianchi
Alan Uyematsu
In appreciation from the Yo Kaita Family …
Barbara Shingai
In memory of Yo Kaita from …
Esther Ura
Mas and Marcia Hashimoto
In memory of Grandpa Ernie Ura’s 80th birthday
Kai Gavin, Jared and Kacey Ura
In memory of Janet Meidl from …
Mas and Marcia Hashimoto
In memory of George & Frances Hoshiyama from
Viola Nakagawa
In honor of Mas Hashimoto’s Jefferson Award
Viola Nakagawa
Day of Remembrance Education Fund from …
Rodney Ogawa
Dale Minami and Ai Mori

JOIN US--WATSONVILLE-SANTA CRUZ JACL
If you are not now a member of the National JACL, we’d
love to have you join our W-SC JACL chapter. A membership
application/renewal form is included in this newsletter.
Please encourage family members, relatives and friends
to join us for 2017. We are a 501 (c) (3) non-profit,
educational, civil rights organization, and our tax deductible
federal ID is #94-2659895.
One does not have to be of Japanese ancestry or a US
citizen to be a member. One must believe in our mission.
Current members, please look at the date after your
name on the address label. E. Txxxx 12/16 means your
membership expired back in December
of 2016! Please
renew before your membership’s expiration month.
Thank you for reading this June 2017 newsletter.
Comments are always welcome at hashi79@sbcglobal.net.

Minister’s assistant Bill Wurtenberg; Rev. Jay
Shinseki; Rev. Yuki Sugahara, wife Namiko, daughter Aoi,
and hidden from view, son Hiro; Rev. Yugo Fujita; minister’s
assistants David Correia and Nick San Juan.

31ST JAPANESE CULTURAL FAIR by Paul Kaneko
The Japanese Cultural Fair (JCF) will be on Saturday,
June 10th at Mission Plaza Park in Santa Cruz. Our W-SC
JACL chapter is one of the major co-sponsors of the event.
This is a major opportunity for the entire community to get to
know what the chapter does regarding keeping the memory
of the wartime incarceration alive, fighting for the civil rights
of everyone, while also enjoying delicious obentos, ocha, and
locally grown strawberries and other locally grown produce.
This event is not to be missed!
Admission to the Cultural Fair is free and attendees of all
ages will be treated to great, authentic examples of the

For our full, living color newsletter, log onto
http://watsonvillesantacruzjacl.org, Newsletter, then the
month.
Onward!
Mas Hashimoto, Editor
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Watsonville-Santa Cruz Chapter
National Japanese American Citizens League (JACL)
No Increase in the 2016 – 2017 Membership Dues
Working toward our national goal of Better Americans in a Greater America is a worthy one. One does not
have to be of Japanese ancestry to be a JACL member, but one must believe that safeguarding the rights of all
Americans and legal residents is of utmost importance in this country.
Please join us today. We are the most proactive, oldest, and respected Asian American civil rights
organization, and our programs include cultural appreciation and educational outreach.
Your membership is never taken lightly or for granted. We have worked diligently to earn your confidence
and trust. Your active participation and membership can make a significant difference in what happens today in our
community and in our nation.
Please help us fight racial prejudice, discrimination, racial profiling, bigotry, intolerance and
indifference.
The 2014 National and local dues for our tax-deductible organization (ID #94-2659895) are as follows:
___$150 This includes two National dues with one subscription to the Pacific
Citizen, local dues and our monthly JACL newsletter, and all children under age 14 to

Family/Couples

Individual Member

Youth/Student

be included.
___$80 This includes National dues with subscription to the Pacific Citizen, the
official paper of the National JACL, and local chapter dues and our monthly JACL
newsletter.
___$25 for each of ages 14 to 24, which includes a subscription to the Pacific
Citizen, local youth/student membership, and our monthly JACL newsletter. Youth
membership is required for scholarship consideration.

For Thousand Club, Century Club, and Millennium Club and Life membership categories, please contact our
membership chair Jeanette Otsuji Hager.

Name:
(Last Name)

(First Name)

(Middle Name)

(First Name)

(Middle Name)

Spouse’s Name:
(Last Name)

Address:
Home phone: (_____)

E-mail:

For family membership, please list names (and ages) of all children under the age of 14:
Name:

Age:

Name:

Age:

Name:

Age:
Please send your check payable to Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL and mail ASAP to:
Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL
c/o Jeanette Otsuji Hager, Membership Chair, P. O. Box 163, Watsonville, CA 95077
Thank you so much for your support.
Check out our websites: http://watsonvillesantacruzjacl.org and jacl.org. .

