THE WATSONVILLE-SANTA CRUZ JACL
Newsletter August 2018
We cordially invite you and your family to join us for
the presentation of Howard’s painting on Saturday,
August 11, 2018, 1:30 pm – 3:30 pm at the WatsonvilleSanta Cruz JACL Tokushige Kizuka Hall, 150 Blackburn
Street, Watsonville, CA 95076. There is no admission
fee, and light refreshments will be served.
This program is most appropriate for young
students and all those who wish to learn more of our
wartime incarceration and redress movement.
This celebration is in conjunction with the 30 th
anniversary of the signing of the Civil Liberties Act of
August 10, 1988 by President Ronald W. Reagan which
provided redress (an apology) and reparations (payment
for repairs--damages) to those who, incarcerated in camp,
were still alive on that date.
Howard Ikemoto’s (below) artistry is highly
regarded. He has retired as
an art instructor at Cabrillo
College and currently resides
in Los Angeles. Howard’s
contributions to a better
understanding of our unjust
wartime incarceration will be
presented by W-SC JACLer
Sandy Lydon, Cabrillo College
Historian Emeritus, a highly
regarded
colleague
of
Howard’s and a friend of our
community.
As an introductory
story of our wartime imprisonment, “Days of Waiting,” a
28-minute video on the life of Estelle Peck Ishigo by
Steven Okazaki will be shown. In 1991, Okazaki won an
Academy Award (an “Oscar”) for this film in the category
of Short Documentary.
The program will also highlight the challenges of
those who secured redress and reparations for the
Japanese and Japanese American incarcerees.
We hope you and your family will attend.
As seating is limited, please RSVP Marcia Hashimoto
at 831 722-6859 (please leave a message with a return
phone number) or email at hashi79@sbcglobal.net.
Sincerely,
Marcia Hashimoto, President

COME CELEBRATE THE 30th ANNIVERSARY
OF CIVIL LIBERTIES ACT 1988 WITH US

The Watsonville-Santa Cruz chapter of the National
Japanese American Citizens League was privileged to have
purchased Howard Ikemoto’s magnificent painting of the
WWII incarceration camp guard tower.

This painting (guard tower) is engulfed in one of the
frequent dust storms we experienced while in “camp”.

For our newsletter in full living color, log onto http://watsonvillesantacruzjacl.org, Newsletters, then the month.
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FOR MORE THAN A CENTURY …

congratulate our scholarship recipients who were featured in

by Marcia Hashimoto, Picnic Chair
The tradition of our Community Picnic continues thanks
to the hardworking, dedicated W-SC JACL Board members
who took on committee leadership assignments and
positions of assistance: Dr. Gini Matute-Bianchi, Joe
Bowes, Jeanette O. Hager, Mas Hashimoto, Carol
Kaneko, Victor Kimura, Kimiko Marr, Cindy Hirokawa
Mine, Gary Mine, Aimee Mizuno, Dr. Brooke Kondo
Rains, Norris Woodford, Iwao Yamashita and Jean
Yamashita.
We extend special appreciation to Randy and Tracy
Mano (who came all the way from Sacramento) for taking
care of the details of our amazing, chicken barbecue and for
generously donating the ingredients for the delicious teriyaki
marinade sauce.
Our thanks to: Randy’s chicken prep team--Gary and
Cindy, Jeanette, Mas and Marcia—and to his terrific
cooking team of Dr. Stuart Sakuma, Jim Arao, and Doug
Nakashima.
Our mathematicians, Victor, Carol, Norris, Takeshi
Kaneko and Aya Okuma kept precise accounts of our lunch
and raffle tickets for which we are grateful.
With the guidance of Cindy and Jean, our efficient
kitchen crew helpers and servers included board members
and the following members and friends: Reba Arao
Condon, Kim Tao, Dr. Yoshiko Arao, Bruce Arao, Linda
Wong, Charlotte Saito, Angie Guzman, Mary Allen Perez,
and Sharyn Nakashima.
We are grateful for the several crates of beautiful, sweet
organic strawberries donated annually by Paul and Kim Tao.
We also thank Jean Yamashita for donating and
preparing the wonderful loaves of French bread.
Thank you to Carol and Paul Kaneko, Iwao, Kimiko,
Jeanette and Debbe Chan for providing our Seniors with
needed transportation and the enjoyment of playing bingo.
Everyone was a winner as Aimee organized race
activities with the help of Karen Kimura Garcia, Mia Norton,
Sheri Katsuyama, Rob Kawamoto, and the Sheehan and
Vivo families. Also assisting were student members Bruce
Arao, Carter Kimura, and Jamie Sakuma.
Our community picnic program featured the dynamic
Watsonville Taiko youth and adult performers. We are
fortunate to have Watsonville Taiko welcome all to our annual
picnic event. We appreciate the supportive cultural
relationship Watsonville Taiko and the W-SC JACL share.
Dr. Brooke Kondo Rains is an absolute wonder as she
carried out all the
responsibilities as our
scholarship chairperson
during a time of new life
challenges as she and
her husband, Chris, were
expecting their second
beautiful child in early
July and moving into a
new home the week
before the picnic!
Our
First
Vice
President,
Dr.
Gini
Matute-Bianchi,
stepped up to make the scholarship presentations to Ian
Hoffman (above photo). We are proud to honor and

our July 2018 newsletter.
Honoree Sarah Nagamine will be in her fourth year at
University of Massachusetts at Amherst.

Honoree Carter Kimura is a sophomore student at
Cabrillo College.

Patty Akimoto accepted the graduate scholarship for
her daughter, Amanda, who will start this fall at Belmont
University in Nashville Tennessee. There she will earn a
Bachelor of Science in Nursing. The program is an
accelerated program for students that have already earned
their BS or BA. Amanda also applied for the US Navy’s
Nurse Candidate Program (NCP) Nurse Corps. The Nurse
Candidate Program is for students enrolled in a
baccalaureate nursing program. If selected and upon
completion of degree requirements, Amanda will accept a
commission as a US Navy Nurse Corps (NC) officer.
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Amanda, Ian, Sarah, and Carter expressed their
gratitude as recipients of the graduate and undergraduate
Rekiso "Ray" and Hisako "Louise" Sako Scholarship
Awards which support their higher educational goals.

We are most grateful for the following generous donors
to our TV grand prize. Their donations and additional raffle
donations from businesses, organizations, and individuals
enable our chapter to carry on this community event that has
been a part of our Japanese American Community for over
100 years.
TV Grand Prize donors:
Floy Sakata
Dr. Art Hayashi
Dr. Gerald Kondo
Dr. Jamie Kuratomi
Dr. Reed Kuratomi
Dr. Stuart Sakuma

We were delighted to have our youth members: Bruce
Arao, Alex Tao and Malory Sheehan and Kokoro no Gakko
students Luka, Kai and Noa Kawamoto and Tyler
Hashimoto assist Joe Bowes with our exciting raffle.
We are extremely grateful for the thoughtfully generous
donations from the following individuals, businesses and
organizations to our picnic raffle:
Alan Uyematsu, CPA
Chiye Tamaki
Edna Nagata
Iwao Yamashita
Randy Mano
Yoko Umeda
Gary and Cindy Mine
Aya Sakimoto
Mas & Marcia Hashimoto
Jean Yamashita
Paul & Carol Kaneko
Victor Kimura
Doug & Sharyn Nakashima Paul & Kim Tao
W-SC JACL Senior Center
Watsonville Taiko
Miyuki Restaurant, Chris Ishikawa
Imura Restaurant, Jee & Kevin Kajihara
Yamashita Market, Goro Yamashita
Shiatsu Clinic, Ben & Chiyoe Yamaguchi
Flowers by Toshi, Ryoko Kozuki
Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL

Our 2018 jan ken po winner Lisa Chu (left) won with
scissors over paper. Congratulations, Lisa.
Thank you to all who helped set up and clean the Aptos
Village Park. The Santa Cruz County park department
remarked that we do the best job of any group using the park.
To anyone who helped or donated and whose name was
unintentionally omitted, I apologize. Please contact me at
(831) 722-6859 or email at hashi79@sbcglobal.net and the
correction will be made in our September 2018 newsletter.
A final remark. This is not a fund-raising event. If we
break “even,” we are happy. Traditionally, it remains a fun
raising event to be enjoyed by all in our community.
Please join us next year on Saturday, June 22, 2019.
[Editor’s note: We have included three pages of photos
of our fun picnic in this newsletter. They feature our working
crews and the many activities enjoyed by all in attendance
from children to Seniors.]

This year’s grand 58” Samsung TV prize winner was the
Rob Kawamoto family. They are generous and enthusiastic
supporters of our Community Picnic each year. They are
building a new home which will accommodate this large TV.
Rob is the son of our W-SC JACL Senior Center members
Rubie and Jim Kawamoto.

Page 1 photos: 1-3 Jean Yamashita, Marcia Hashimoto,
Joe Bowes, Cindy and Gary Mine, Norris Woodford, Jeanette
Hager, Victor Kimura and Mas Hashimoto (took the photo)
loaded the trucks and SUVs early Saturday morning.
4 Jeanette, Marcia, Cindy, Gary, Randy Mano cleaned and
marinated the boneless chicken the night before. 5-6 the
setting up. 7 Iwao Yamashita tested the microphone for
bingo games. 8 Cindy and Kim Tao worked in the kitchen.
Page 2: 1-Aimee and Marcia got the race prize table
ready. 2- Stuart and Randy bbqed the chicken and hot dogs.
3-Norris and Carol worked at the ticket table. 4-the set-up is
ready. 5-6-Watsonville Taiko entertains us. 7-our W-SC
JACL board. 8-Iwao is helped with lunch. 9-bingo players.
Page 3: 1-3 Kimiko and Greyson Kimura are helping
Iwao with bingo numbers. 5-6 the powdered donut race., 6placing 5 kidney beans in the cup using chopsticks. 7 and
9—takuwan kook eating race. 8-dog friendly park. 10-water
balloon toss. 11-a group photo of the racers. 12-this donut
tastes good. 13-14—ah, the ice cream social with chocolate
syrup, M&Ms, whipped cream and strawberries—delicious!
Who’s counting calories at a fun picnic that has everything!
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Here, then, is my presentation:

LOST AND FOUND DEPARTMENT:

RACISM AND AMERICAN CONCENTRATION CAMPS
Good morning (Sat. June 30). It is an honor to be here
today, and I wish to thank Katie McGinty Ruiz for the
invitation to speak. I am Mas Hashimoto of Watsonville
and a member of the Watsonville-Santa Cruz chapter of
the Japanese American Citizens League. I’m also a
retired US History teacher. Once a teacher, always a
teacher.
Morgan Hill is the best kept secret of the Santa Clara
Valley. I’m grateful to the teachers of Ann Sobrato High
School who have invited me for the past 15 years to speak
about our unjust incarceration during WW II.

This nice, light jacket,
held in photo by Cindy
Mine, was found at the
Community Picnic, Aptos
Village Park. If it is yours
or you know to whom it
belongs, please email us:
hashi79@sbcglobal.net,
or leave a message at 831722-6859 so that we can
mail or deliver it to the
owner.

“KEEPING FAMILIES TOGETHER”
by the Editor
Fortunately, we live in Santa Cruz County of the
Monterey Bay region in California where we have clean water
and air, fresh organic foods, a great climate zone, and, most
important, a wonderful and a very diverse population
supported by an intelligentsia, thanks to the recent arrival of
Cabrillo College and the University of California of Santa
Cruz, working to secure civil rights and social justice for all.
But, it wasn’t always that way in Santa Cruz (city) if you
know its past history. Members of the minority were
employed in remedial jobs there but were not truly welcomed
as paying tourists or as permanent residents.
Oh, we might have visited the Boardwalk on occasion
during the summer, but we were sure not to “stick around.”
Gratefully, attitudes have changed and many Santa Cruz
city and county residents are compassionate, social
conscience activists. The W-SC JACL is a proud participant
of our community, and we try to respond whenever and
wherever civil rights and social justice issues are involved.
The Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL members have been
busy in their support of civil rights and social justice events
and marches. Our members participated on Saturday, June
30 at the rallies in Hilo, Hawaii and in northern California.

And, thank you for your support regarding the
inhumane separation of immigrant children from their
parents.
I was asked to speak briefly of the parallels with the
Japanese American community with the Hispanic
immigration and Muslim travel ban.
It was said
by the press
and
political
leaders
that
the “Japanese
race is an alien
race which can
never
be
assimilated
into
the
American way
of life. There’s
nothing
of
value
of
Japanese culture.” Another, a US Army general, said, “A
Jap’s a Jap. It makes no difference whether the Jap’s an
American citizen or not. He can’t be trusted.” To make
sure immigrants didn’t assimilate--Asians couldn’t own
property, couldn’t become citizens, or couldn’t marry
whites. It was against the law. The United States was to
remain White, Anglo, Saxon Protestant—“WASP”.
Immediately after the start of WW II, the FBI
barged into our homes without search warrants and due
process of law, arrested our fathers--the community

Paul and Carol Kaneko (behind the sign) with “KEEP
FAMILIES TOGETHER,” “Love Keiki,” and “Let the Children
BE With THeir Parents” signs in Hilo, Hawaii.
At Morgan Hill’s Community Center, representing the
Japanese American community, I spoke, thanks to an
invitation from Katie McGinty-Ruiz of Morgan Hill.
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leaders--separating them from wives and children.
Months later we learned that they were imprisoned
somewhere in North Dakota. Wives and the eldest child
had to prepare for our forced eviction from our homes.
The FBI knew where we all lived. They got our
personal information from the Bureau of the Census
illegally. We were “hacked.”
I, along with my family and 120,000 others, was
imprisoned for 3½ years without charges, attorney, trial,
or due process of law due to President Franklin
Roosevelt’s Executive Order 9066. This is my prison
number—12524 D. From age 6 to 10, I was a POW-–a
prisoner of war--held by my own country!
This President called Mexican immigrants as
“criminals, drug dealers, rapists, etc.” How cruel!
I’ve had high school students from El Salvador and
Honduras who stated that if they remained there they
would be dead. One, David, was glad he didn’t have to step
over dead bodies to get to school here. Over 30 years
ago, a student from Mexico confided in me that if they
knew he was gay, he would have been killed. They were
not “immigrants” but refugees seeking asylum.
The separation of children from their parents is
inhuman and against all laws of humanity! While our
Japanese culture of kodomo no tameni (“For the Sake of
the Children”) is basic, we do not have a monopoly on this
fundamental belief. All our children are our future.
May I take you back to early US history?
The 1789 US Constitution legalized slavery (3/5s
compromise) and all 3 branches of the US Government
practiced racism and endorsed White-Anglo-SaxonProtestant = WASP. Slave owners routinely broke up
families--selling children and their parents separately.
Only white men with property could vote.
We have never been a democracy but are a republic.
Women could not vote until 1920, less than 100 years
ago.
Congress passed the Naturalization Act of 1790—only
whites could become citizens.
In the 1830s, the Cherokee Nation was forcibly
removed in the “Trail of Tears.”
Mormons were removed from Illinois and Missouri in
the 1840s.
The Mexican War was part of “Manifest Destiny.”
The Dred Scott Decision 1857-–a black slave was still
a slave in free territory. He remained property.
Anti-Catholicism with “No Irish Need Apply” signs in
the 1860-1880.
The Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882.
Plessy v. Ferguson 1896--how can “separate but equal”
schools be equal?
The Spanish-American War 1898 with our possession
of the Philippines, Cuba and Puerto Rico.

The overthrow of Queen Liliuokalani and the Hawaiian
Kingdom in 1893-1898.
The A. Mitchell Palmer Raids of 1919-1920, deporting
suspected Communists and Jews without trial;
Italians were called “WOPs” for many came “without
papers.”
The Immigration Exclusion Act of 1924 against
Japanese.
And the Fred Korematsu decision of 1944 was
recently overturned but replaced by a Muslim travel ban!
I’m sure you can add others. Our history is a history
of racial discrimination, especially regarding immigration.
And, now a Muslim travel ban is legal.
Back in 1942, only the Quakers protested and
supported us--not the press, politicians, or the ACLU.
THANK YOU FOR BEING HERE IN SUPPORT!
To quote Gordon Hirabayashi, one who was
incarcerated, “Ancestry is not a crime!”
The United States is at a crossroads. Please help. If
you are 16 years of age, you can register now. Please vote
when you are 18 and every time there’s an election.
Of Americans, women are the majority, not men!
Who says “it’s a man’s world”? Men. No, it isn’t. Women
can do everything a man can do—and more!
You can help with your vote.
Thank you!
Below: The McGinty-Ruiz family in full support.

Katie McGinty-Ruiz kindly wrote:
Thank YOU for your powerful words on Saturday. It
was such an honor to have you. Many people spoke to me
afterwards about how meaningful it was to have you there
and how impacted they’d been by your speech. You gave a
human face to the history of discrimination and racism in
our country and rallying cry to stand up with one another
during these difficult times, as well as to redefine
together what it means to be “American”. You are a
treasure in our community, and I am so moved that you
brought your wisdom and experience to Morgan Hill.
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At the rally and later after the march, multiple
community members spoke out and began a conversation,
asking: What are we collectively doing to correct this
injustice? What can we as a community do to fight against
centuries of injustice and to prevent further injustices
from occurring? Our families stand together with the
families affected to say “¡Ya basta!. Enough!”

Local “Families Belong Together” March in Morgan Hill
This guest view was written by SURJ members Gemma
Abels, Nichola Carpendale, Jenny Kirchoff, Amy
McElroy, Katie McGinty-Ruiz, and Jordan Rosenfeld.
Nearly 300 local residents gathered at the Morgan
Hill Community and Cultural Center to send a clear
message to the current administration: Stop Separating
and Imprisoning Immigrant Families.
As part of a nationwide protest through Families
Belong Together, we, the members of SURJ South County
(Showing Up for Racial Justice) in partnership with
CARAS (Community Agency for Resources, Advocacy and
Services) hosted a rally, march and day of action on
Saturday, June 30, 2018 along with local civic leaders,
community organizers, activists and concerned citizens,
at the Community and Cultural Center in Morgan Hill.
Nearly 300 local residents attended the rally and then
marched to nearby ICE offices. This action spurred from
a national movement is to let the Trump administration
know that we do not agree with their policies and efforts
to separate families at our borders. We also wanted to
let immigrant members of our community know that we
stand behind them and will do whatever we can to support
them.
This president believes that our country can inflict
the trauma of separation on children without recourse.
We need him to know that we stand with all families in
America. Our members will continue rallying and marching
until we no longer have a President Trump because we
believe every child is a gift to this world with limitless
possibilities. We are appalled by the actions taken by our
government. These families have been through so much to
reach our borders. They deserve to be treated with
dignity and compassion. As a country we need to do better
than this. Our members intend to speak up as much as
possible about what we see as the unraveling of America
right now. Among our group are immigrants who came to
this country and were welcomed and made to feel at home.
We want that hand extended to others, especially those
in need of a safe harbor. Isolating children from adults
who care for them is the worst torture we can imagine.
We feel it’s important that voices from communities
both small and large—rural and urban—join with those
across the United States who are also protesting the
federal government’s atrocities against families along our
borders. Many of us are parents of children as young as
those being ripped apart at our borders. We can’t and
won’t stop thinking of the more than 2,000 children still
separated from their families by the Trump
administration. We are horrified at the lack of plans in
place to reunite the children with their parents. This all
happened on our watch. History has its eyes on all of us.

Young protestors Lucia
Ruiz-McGinty (left) and
Sofia Ruiz- McGinty
(right)
were
there
bright and early and
ready to march.

[Editor’s note: Gratefully, the National JACL Council
unanimously passed a resolution of “Keeping Families
Together” at our July 2018 National JACL Convention.]

Postscript: Watsonville had its “Keep Families Together”
rally at the City Plaza on June 30, 2018, and among our WSC JACL members in support were: Amy Newell, Gini
Matute-Bianchi, Aimee Mizuno, Kitty and Takashi
Mizuno, Norris Woodford, and Mas Hashimoto.
“Families Belong Together” Mas together with Norris
Woodford who emphasized the importance of voting.
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WHAT’S THE “REAL GAME” TO BE WON?
Many, disappointed in the political realm, refuse, neglect,
or are unconcerned about
voting in elections. They are
not convinced that their vote
matters. In many states, less
than 33% of the registered
voters cast their ballots. This
leads to rule by a small,
powerful minority. Thus, we
are not truly a democracy.
These citizens divert their
attention instead to the NFL’s
“Super Bowl,” MLB’s “World
Series,” USGA’s “U. S.
Open,” or some other event.
Those are not the “real game” to be played or won!
It is said that we are a “nation of laws,” but what if the
laws are racist, discriminatory, and unjust? #Your vote
matters. What if a tax credit or benefit of some kind was
offered to those who voted? Would that help get more
citizens to the polls? The “real game” will be played this
Tuesday, November 6th. Play! #Your vote matters!

L-R: Yoshino Nakamura, M Co., Whittier; Tokuji
Yoshihashi, A Co., San Gabriel; Sam Sakamoto, I Co.,
Soquel; Fernando Sosa Masuda, F Co., Santa Fe Springs;
Don Seki, L Co., West LA; Tani Cantil-Sakauye, CA
Supreme Court Chief Justice; Lawson Sakai, E Co., Morgan
Hill; Don Miyada A Co. Westminster, CA, and Masao
Kadota, E Co., Oakland. Photos courtesy of Franz Steidl.

KAWAKAMI-WATSONVILLE SISTER CITY
ASSOCIATON UPDATE
by Robb Mayeda

On Tuesday August 21, Kawakami-mura Mayor
Fujihara will arrive in Watsonville, as part of a 30th
anniversary celebration. He and a small support group
will join the fifteen students from Kawakami Junior High
students for a tour of the city facilities culminating in a
welcome dinner.
A reception at 6 pm, followed by the dinner at 6:30
pm, will take place in Community Rooms A and B on the
top floor of the Watsonville City Civic Center. One can
drive into the city parking structure at Rodriguez Street
and proceed up the ramps to the top floor and enter the
Community Rooms from the parking area. JACL
members are most welcome to attend. There is no fee,
and the KWSC Association will provide the meal.
Mayor Fujihara will depart Watsonville on Friday, but
the students will remain until Sunday morning. The
farewell event will be a beach party at Seacliff State Park
Saturday afternoon on the 24th.

CA SENATE HONORS 442ND RCT VETERANS
“What if” not one Nisei volunteered for the 442nd RCT?
We are so proud and grateful to all those who served.
Thank you, California State Senate for honoring the
members of the famed 442nd Regimental Combat Team on
the 75th anniversary of its formation in 1943.

KOKORO no GAKKO

Senate Pro Tem Toni Atkins (D-San Diego) read a
resolution citing the 442nd’s outstanding combat record and
helping to pave the way for the civil rights movement.
It was one of the longest standing ovations by the State
Senators in recent history.

By Dr. Janet Nagamine

We just completed our 28th year of Kokoro no
Gakko!!!! The two-week session, which lasted from June
25th through July 6th, was filled with activities exposing
students to Japanese culture, history and tradition. Those
activities included mochitsuki, sushi making, taiko, sumie,
ikebana, bonsai, a field trip to a bamboo garden, and a
discussion led by our very own Mas Hashimoto regarding
the internment of persons of Japanese ancestry in
concentration camps during World War II.
This year’s class consisted of 46 children spanning
from kindergarten to 6th grade.
As many of the parents of these students were
originally raised in Watsonville, we had students from as
far as Maryland, Utah, Southern California and the Bay
Area attend!!!
7

locations for our other classes please contact Kay at 831
475 1088 or email us at info@watsonvilletaiko.org.
Our upcoming schedule:
Aug. 5th
Church Street Fair, Santa Cruz
Aug. 8th
National Night Out, Watsonville
Sept. 22nd Walk for Alzheimer's, Seascape Beach
Nov.4th Watsonville Taiko's Annual Holiday
Boutique and Raffle

Gakko concluded with an Open House on July 6th
when the students showcased their work including
wonderful performances and skits by each grade level.
The 5th and 6th graders read comments from Manzanar
survivors followed by a rendition of a touching song
recounting one man’s experience of being incarcerated at
Manzanar.
As the proverb goes, “it takes a village to raise a
child.” The tireless efforts of so many over the last two
weeks including Senseis, resource specialists, parents,
relatives, teen volunteers, members from the Watsonville
Buddhist Temple, and the community at large are the
reason for the Gakko’s success. This program is not
sustainable without the help of all of you and for that, we
thank you and rely on your continued support of Gakko in
the future.
If you are interested in having your children or
grandchildren join Gakko or have some free time and
would like to volunteer (and there is plenty to do!!!),
please feel free to contact our Chair Janet Nagamine at
jmnagamine@gmail.com or Irene Potter (Registration)
at ifujii@dgflaw.com. Please visit our website at
kokoronogakko.org to learn more about our
program. Thank you.

WESTVIEW CHIMES by Leslie Nagata-Garcia
The harvest is plentiful and the laborers are few.”
Help be a laborer for the harvest!
When Jesus saw the crowds, he
had compassion on them, because
they were harassed and helpless,
like sheep without a shepherd. Then
he said to his disciples, “The
harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the
Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into
his harvest field.” -Matthew 9:36-38
We live in a farming town. We know what happens if
laborers don’t pick, the fruit dies and rots. I was
walking down a beach boardwalk in New Jersey a couple
weeks ago during a family reunion for Leslie’s family. I
was walking in the evening by myself and talking with
God about my day and praying. There were so many
people on rides, playing games, eating out, and just
walking! I was pondering how incredible it was that God
knew each of these people personally and cared deeply
for them. I was sad thinking that many of these people
had no idea how much God loved them or how good their
lives could be if they gave their lives to Jesus. I was
thinking about how many of them are likely hurting, or
empty, or chasing things that do not truly satisfy or
bring joy.
There are so many hurting people out there. People
who need to know the love of God, and love of a warm
Christian community like our Westview! I pray God will
open up our eyes to see those around us who need love
and help, and that God will open our hearts to help.
Who needs help around you right now that God has
placed in your life?-- a neighbor, friend, family member,
someone you see at the store regularly, or on a walk
regularly.
How can you help them, how can you invite them to
take a step closer to God and God’s immense love? Pray,
risk, and see what the God of all love will do! Ask them if
you can pray for them and possibly pray for them right
there. Invite them to church. I pray we will be
pleasantly surprised at what God will do in their life!
I appreciate you, and may you each be Christ’s love
to all those around you!
Pastor Dan

WATSONVILLE TAIKO AND SHINSEI DAIKO
By Bonnie Chihara

July 21st and 22nd was a busy weekend for us. On
Saturday we performed at Cupertino's Carnival of
Cultures to a small but enthusiastic audience. Photo:
Here, we are getting ready for the Carnival of Culture.
Photo by Sensei Ikuyo Conant.
On Sunday morning we had a large group of
beginning
students
as
well as our
community
performers
drumming for
the Wharf to
Wharf
race
beginning
in
Santa Cruz and
ending
in
Capitola. In the
afternoon we
participated in
Watsonville
Buddhist
Temple's Obon
Festival where
we performed
with our youth group. A few of us joined in the Bon Odori
and enjoyed an ice cream treat afterwards.
We have classes for all ages. Our beginning children's
class is scheduled at 4:30 on Fridays and are held at
Kizuka Hall in Watsonville. Our beginning adult classes
are scheduled for 7pm also at Kizuka Hall. For times and
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Ian Receives a Sako Scholarship

Help Your Youth/Children Grow a Strong
Foundation in Christ!!
Youth/Family Upcoming Events:

Gym Nites are usually the 1st and 3rd Friday of each
month, from 5:30 – 8:00 pm, at Westview. Please
mark your calendars for the following dates in August:
• August 3rd, 5:30 – 8:00 pm, Westview
• August 17th, 5:30 – 8:00 pm, Westview
Sunday Message Series: - In May we begin a
series “The 7 Deadlies: warning signs to keep us
on the road to abundant life!”
We are taking a summer break and will
resume in September on Every 2nd
and 4th Wednesday 6:45pm at Paloma
Del Mar, 2030 Pajaro Lane in
Freedom. We will continue studying
Bryan Loritts’ book, Saving the Saved:
How Jesus saves us from try-harder Christianity into
performance-free love. Join us! It has been a delight to
make new friends and “be church” at Paloma Del Mar!

On Saturday, June 23rd during the JACL Annual
Community Picnic, Ian was presented with a Sako
Scholarship (above photos). The Sako Scholarship was
established in 2012 to help local students who are actively
involved with the JACL, Watsonville Buddhist Temple
and/or Westview Presbyterian Church pursue their
higher education goals. Ian will be attending Cal Poly San
Luis Obispo this fall. Mrs. Hisako “Louise” Sako and the
late Rekiso “Ray” Sako were long-time members of the
JACL Senior Center and leaders among the Japanese
American Community. Congratulations Ian!!

We
will
resume
serving
Salvation
Army
meals
in
December. Westview
participates
in
preparing and serving these meals every first Friday for
the Salvation Army from December through April.
Volunteers are always welcome and more information will
be available in the Chimes as we move closer to December.

Ian and Kris
During Worship on July 22nd, youth members Ian and
Kris shared with our congregation about their Puerto Rico
Mission Trip that took place in June; both were also
congratulated for graduating with honors from high
school and a cake was presented to them during our
fellowship time. Kris will attend Cabrillo College for two
years and then go to a four-year university. Ian will be
attending Cal Poly San Luis Obispo this fall. Westview
wishes both Ian and Kris happiness and success as they
venture off to college. Congratulations Ian and Kris!!

These Salvation Meals are a very worthwhile
experience!!
Tutoring Club Update: We continue
to serve several students on a one-onone basis at different times during the
week. It is a delight to reach out with
love and care for our neighbors. If you would like to
participate in any way please contact Mary Lou, Susan
Manabe, or Pastor Dan.

A beloved member of our Church for
many years, Robert Yoshida, passed
away on July 10th at the age of 90
after a brief illness. Robert lived in
Watsonville his entire life except
when his family was relocated to Poston, Arizona during
World War II, and when he was drafted to serve in the
Korean War. After being honorably discharged from
service, he began working for the Watsonville Post
Office, and retired after 35 years working for the
postal service.
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Robert loved living in Watsonville, especially going
salmon fishing off of Moss Landing’s coast. He enjoyed
spending his time with his family, especially his
grandchildren.
Robert is survived by his wife Jane Yoshida; his
sons Rick (Linda) Yoshida, and Ted (Yumiko) Yoshida;
his brother Shoichi (Kaz) Yoshida; sister Nancy Lee,
and Yoshie (John) Wong; three grandchildren; and
many nieces and nephews. Robert was preceded in
death by his parents, Wataru and Hatsue Yoshida; his
brother, Tom Yoshida; and sisters Haruko and Leslie
Yoshida.
A memorial service will be held for Robert Yoshida
at Westview on August 4th at 2 pm.

We encourage all our southern California JACLers and
friends to see this compelling play.

For a limited time, all tickets from October 30th to
November 11th, excluding Price Level A (“orchestra”), will be
$25. For students/youths in a group the special discounted
tickets are $18. This limited-time offer ends this coming
August 12th. So, please do not delay. And, be sure to use
code: ELTEATRO. Handling fees may apply and subject to
availability. These specially marked down prices are for you!
Go to: MarkTaperForum.ticketoffices.com.
A final note: playwright Luis Valdez of El Teatro
Campesino of San Juan Bautista is famous for his plays/films
“La Bamba” and “Zoot Suit.” “Zoot Suit” was performed to
sold-out audiences recently at the Mark Taper Forum.

Paul Jackson (right photo) went to be with Jesus on July
14th. Paul was a kind, vulnerable man who came upon our
church about a year ago and
came almost every Sunday
since. He became a part of
our family sharing of his
difficult life, yet was filled
with love, kindness, and a
deep dependence on Jesus.
At age 20 he began a long
addiction to heroin and
cocaine and upon coming to
our church had been 3
years sober. He knew what
it meant to depend upon Jesus for life, provision and
salvation. He will be missed. We are grateful to Bob
Mattingly who was a dear friend to Paul and cared for him
while he was on Hospice with Cancer.
W-SC JACL send our deepest condolences to the
Yoshida and Jackson families, relatives, and friends.

2018 NATIONAL JACL CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS
By Marcia Hashimoto, W-SC JACL Delegate
The Philadelphia JACL chapter hosted a successful
convention under the leadership of chapter president and
convention chair, Rob Buscher.
This year’s theme was Redress, Resistance, and
Reconciliation in recognition of the 30th anniversary of the
passage of the Civil Liberties Act of 1988. The theme’s
relevance to America’s broader civil rights struggle was
presented by our W-SC/New York JACLer Grant Ujifusa,
Legislative Strategy Chairperson of the JACL’s redress effort
from 1982 to 1992; Karen Narasaki of the Washington DC
chapter who serves on the US Commission on Civil Rights;
and Stuart Ishimaru who recently retired as the Director of
the Office of Minority and Women Inclusion, Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau.

We are delighted and excited to announce our friend
Luis Valdez’s play, “Valley of the Heart,” will play at the
historic Mark Taper Forum, 135 N. Grand Ave., Los
Angeles, CA 90012 from Tuesday, October 30th to Sunday,
December 9th. The theater is near Little Tokyo in LA.

Above:
Stuart Ishimaru, Karen Narasaki, JACL
Executive Director David Inoue, and Grant Ujifusa.
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Delegates
also
had
the
opportunity
to
hear from Tom
Ikeda,
(right)
founder Executive
Director
of
Densho, and to
learn about the
Japanese
American Cinema
Movement from
actor
Peter
Shinkoda,
actress Mayumi Yoshida and filmmaker Tadashi
Nakamura (our W-SC JACL sponsored Tadashi’s film “Mele
Murals” at our 2017 Watsonville Film Festival).
The breakout session included representatives leading
discussions about the #Me Too movement, hate crimes,
caregiving, recording stories for historical reforms, the
Kakehashi program, and an introduction to theater with
participation from attendees lead by choreographer Makoto
Hirano.
JACL continues to be a relevant organization in
responding to civil rights and social justice issues and
unanimously passed the following resolutions:

Lynne Nishijima Ward for political/public affairs/law.
Diane Narasaki for business/industry/technology.
Harriet Beleal for education/humanities
Edison Uno Civil Rights Award to the late Mitsue Endo
George J. Inagaki Chapter Citizenship Award
Seattle JACL.
NY/SC (Youth) Vision Award Beckie Masaki.

Congratulations to our 2018-2020 National Board:
President Jeffrey Masao Moy, Washington DC
VP Public Affairs Sarah Baker Seattle
VP Planning & Development: Matthew Farrells
VP Membership: Haruka Roudebush, SF JACL
Secretary/Treasurer James Kurihara
National Youth/Student Council Chair Kota Mizutani,
Sonoma County JACL
Executive Director David Inoue and National Board
officers are bright, articulate, young, enthusiastic and
diversified in personal and professional backgrounds. JACL
has a long, respectful history with exceptional leaders who
have had to protect our Nikkei community, young and old
inclusively, in times of severe discrimination and military
oppression. Today, there is a climate of support and a
coalition of groups that the JACL is a part of. We are grateful
that our young leaders are committed to the mission of JACL.

Emergency Resolution 1: JACL National Council
directs the National Board and encourages districts and
chapters to pursue and support revisions to US immigration
policy to uphold constitutionally protected due process, equal
protection rights of all person, and to end indefinite detention
of immigrants with pending immigration proceedings; to
pursue and support revisions to current US immigration
policy that guarantee that families seeking asylum in
detention are not separated and that the US Government
employ monitored supervision in lieu of family detention; and
oppose the conversion of US military bases and construction
of additional facilities intended for the mass incarceration of
undocumented immigrants, including potential sites at former
World War II Japanese American incarceration facilities.
Emergency Resolution 2: JACL National Council calls
upon the Congress to pass legislation to curtail the
discriminatory policies and practices included in the Travel
Ban; the National Board, Staff, and Chapters strengthen ties
of mutual interest and support with Muslim American civil
rights organizations, such as CAIR, to protect the civil and
human rights of Muslims placed in jeopardy by the Muslim
Travel Ban, and all JACL chapters reflect on the history of
discrimination, exclusion, and imprisonment of Japanese
Americans during WW II in light of the current prejudice and
hate directed against Muslim Americans and offer assistance
and support when and where possible

Our NCWNPD delegation was the largest and most
supportive. Two photos, courtesy of Gil Asakawa of the PC.

The Resolution to amend our Constitution By-Laws in
regards to returning to a biannual convention schedule was
narrowly defeated. It required a 2/3s majority vote. The 2019
annual convention will be held in Salt Lake City, Utah.
The resolution to fill the position of the Midwest regional
director passed. It was budgeted for the 2017-2018 and
2018-2019 years.
We applaud community activists honored with the
following awards:
JACLer of the Biennium Dr. Kanji Sahara.
JA of the Biennium:

JULY SENIOR CENTER NEWS by Susan AmRhein
and Jean Yamashita. Photos by Gini Matute-Bianchi,
Kimiko Marr, and Jean Yamashita.
HAPPY 4TH OF JULY!
Spirited Seniors decked out in red-white-and-blue (RWB)
celebrated the 4th of July on June 28th. Kizuka Hall was
patriotically decorated with beautiful RWB intricately created
stars made by the talented Helen Nakano and little flag
bearing sweet treats provided by Jean Yamashita.
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After the games,
everyone
was
rewarded
with
delicious
RWB
sundaes
(vanilla
ice cream topped
with red & blue
berries
and
whipped
cream)
prepared/provided
by
Susan
AmRhein and little
4th of July smiley
pins from Jean Yamashita. Pictured: Marcia Hashimoto
and June Honda serving the RWB sundaes.

Mitzi
Katsuyama,
Ruby
Nakamura,
and
Chiyeko
Shikuma
are enjoying
their RWB
sundaes.
Seniors dressed in RWB singing “God Bless America.”
The Senior Center was a-buzz as the Seniors participated in
a couple of 4th of July games: Word Search and Mystery
Bags.

Nicole Tanner (above left) was introduced by her friend,
Kimiko Marr. Nicole will be helping at the Senior Center.
Judy Hane brought her aunt, Fumie Hane (right), for a visit
with us. It was so nice seeing both of them enjoying the
activities.
Many thanks to Susan AmRhein, Marcia
Hashimoto, June Honda, Eileen Byers, Nobuko Akiyama,
the toban crew, and anyone I missed who helped with the 4 th
of July celebration!
On
June
28th, 442nd RCT
veteran
Sam
Sakamoto and
Franz
Steidl
shared
news
and pictures of
the
special
ceremony
on
June 25th, when
the
California
State
Senate

The Seniors thoughtfully worked on the word search and
squished 12 mystery bags with puzzled expressions trying to
figure out the contents. Upon completing the games (which
took almost an hour and ate into precious bingo time!), the
Word Search answers were reviewed, and the contents of
the mystery bags exuberantly revealed. Surprisingly, several
Seniors got all the answers correct! Terrific job everyone!

Among the game winners: Connie Dimas, Toshi
Yamashita, and Reba Condon.
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passed a resolution honoring the 75 th anniversary of the
activation of the 442nd Regimental Combat Team. The Nisei
veterans and their families were honored and were treated
royally on this truly momentous occasion.
From July
1st-July 4th,
several
Seniors
volunteered
at the WBT
fireworks
booth,
helping
customers,
providing
yummy
edibles for
the crew, and
waving flags. The cheery group greeted passersby and
attracted many customers to the lively booth. Pictured:
Janice Tao, Toshi Yamashita, Iwao Yamashita, June
Honda, Itaru Nitao
On July 12th, Seniors were challenged to a “surprise”
game. The Seniors did a fantastic job putting together a
paper jigsaw puzzle and figuring out the Nancy Iwami
activity with the circled letters in the puzzle. Connie Dimas
and Toshi Yamashita were first place winners again and are
becoming a formidable team. We thank the Seniors for being
good sports and trying new games that we hope are
somewhat fun and mind stimulating. Thank you to Marcia
Hashimoto for her assistance again and also Eiko Stewart
and Kimiko Marr who helped pass out the Hostess Ho-Ho’s
to everyone (donated by Jean Yamashita).

Judy
Hane and
June Honda
helped with
bingo prize
distribution
while Sharon
Bobo was on
vacation on
July 12th and
did a great job
– thank you!
Ride with Victor! Let’s go for a
motorcycle ride! Inspired by Nancy
Iwami’s adventuresome spirit, Victor
Kimura has kindly offered to take any
Senior on a motorcycle ride – even as
far as Big Sur! Anyone interested can
contact Jean Yamashita.
On July 14th, five of our senior
members attended Cabrillo College’s
production of “Rent”, an awardwinning musical.
Jean Akiyama,
Judy Hane, Shirley Nishimoto, and Susan and Tom
AmRhein didn’t know what to expect from the production. It
was a thought provoking play looking into a life style foreign
to those attending. The production was very well done, but
the subject matter was very troubling, which was the object
of the playwright, bringing to light a culture and its results on
individual lives. The group will be attending the next
production of “The Producers”, hopefully this production will
be a lighter subject matter. One thing can be said is that the
Cabrillo musicals have given us a huge cross section of
subject matter over the years. Many thanks to Susan
AmRhein for coordinating the trip and providing this trip
report!

Our July birthday party was held on July 19th with
birthday honorees: Phil Shima, Connie Dimas, Nobue
Fujii, Kumiko Nakatani, Sunao Honda, and Michiko
Hamada 97! Absent were: Susan Merchant, Mary Perez,
Floy Sakata 93, and Chiyoko Yagi 98. Manju was
presented to those over 90--Michiko Hamada 97, and they
were delivered to absentees Floy Sakata 93 and Chiyoko
Yagi 98. Thank you to Teruko Hirahara and Reba Condon
for providing the beautiful flowers on each table for our
birthday party.

Mitsuyo Tao, Sumiko Yamada, Hideko Nagamine,
Yaeko Cross, and Jean Akiyama working on the puzzle.
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Itaru Nitao dropped off an
abundance of fresh string beans
for the Seniors to enjoy these
past few weeks. Domo arigato,
Mr. Nitao!

Cost for a Senior Premier seat is $45. Tickets for those who
have signed up have already been purchased. If you are
interested in going but have not yet signed up, you must
purchase your own ticket.
Table Mt. Casino one-day trip:
Monday, August 20, 2018; 8 am to ~7:30 pm; $30 for
Senior Center and WBT members, $40 for others. We are
taking sign-ups and payment now.
If interested or have any questions regarding the above
Senior Trips, please contact Jean Yamashita (email:
jeanyamashita@yahoo.com, cell: 408-813-6539).
Again, beware of scams related to the new Medicare
card. Learn more about the new Medicare card by visiting
the CMS website, or beginsat50.com. The new Medicare
cards have started to arrive.
A REMINDER: Please protect the Senior Center
membership list and do not volunteer Senior information
(name, address, phone number) to anyone you do not know.
Thanks to our July toban: Eileen Byers, Reba Condon,
and June Honda. Leigh Sakaguchi was in charge of
opening up this month. The toban schedule is posted in the
kitchen. Special thanks to all members who thoughtfully
helped out while the Kaneko’s were on vacation – very much
appreciated!
Monetary donations for the month of July gratefully
received from: Sharon Bobo, Connie Dimas, Nobue Fujii,
Michiko Hamada, Sunao Honda, Betty Mayekawa,
Kumiko Nakatani, Floy Sakata, Phil Shima, Norris
Woodford, Chiyoko Yagi, and Jean Yamashita. Thank you
also for these special donations: Christine Izumizaki, Carol
and Paul Kaneko, Nancy Mattson, Helen Mito, Edna
Nagata, Sachi Snyder, Jo Ann Vear in memory of Nancy
Iwami.
Thank you for all the fabulous bingo prizes:
Toshi Yamashita
6 banana bread; 4 pkg. nori; 2 bags
senbei; 8 rolls paper towels;
4 boxes Kleenex
Gail Wurtenberg
1 bag milk candies; 1 bag arare,
1 box choco cream & white wafers;
Jean Akiyama
8 boxes Kleenex; 12 bath tissues;
1 bag arare; 1 bag ginger senbei
Rubie Kawamoto
3 bags Oreo cookies; 6 boxes
Kleenex; 4 large bags of arare
Mary Perez
12 boxes Kleenex; 1 bag chocolate
pretzels; 1 box chocolate almonds;
1 box cashew nuts
June/Sunao Honda
8 plates chocolate mochi brownies;
3 bags squash; 3 banana breads;
7 plates jalapeno Spam musubi;
6 plates nori and umeboshi musubis
Dylan, Alex, Aubrie Matsuo
5 plates berry pie
Kumiko Nakatani
12 rolls Bounty paper towels
30 cartons facial tissues;
8 bags tomatoes;
Mitzi Katsuyama
3 boxes Puff facial tissues
Bette Garcia
2 bags Ruff chips; 2 bags pretzels
Reba Condon
6 blueberry cakes; 12 rolls Bounty
towels; 6 plates mini muffin trio
Satoko Yamamoto
12 Cup-of-Noodles
Michael Idemoto
30 bags special tea;
6 fancy chopsticks
Norris Woodford
1 box tissue; 2 boxes cookies;
sponges; 1 bottle everyday cleaner
Yoshiko Nishihara
18 bottles Dawn dish soap
Eiko Nishihara
12 jars strawberry jam

It was wonderful seeing
so many Senior Center
members at the WBT Obon on
July 22nd! Many Seniors also
helped with Obon preparations on the morning of and days
prior. WBT very much appreciated all the kind support and
hope everyone enjoyed the event! Pictured: Kimiko Marr is
dressed in kimono. Guests enjoying the festivities--delicious
foods and the obon odori (dancing).

On Thursday, September 13th at Kizuka Hall from 1 to 2
pm, there will be a flu shot clinic. A pharmacist from CVS
Pharmacy will be administering the shots. A signed consent
form and insurance information will need to be provided.
Please contact Carol Kaneko if you wish to get your flu shot
that day.
Future Senior Trips
Cabrillo Musicals:
THE PRODUCERS: Saturday, August 18th @ 2 pm
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Kim Tao

7 bags fresh mushrooms;
5 strawberry cookies; 5 happy face
cookies; 10 plates ume and takana
nori musubis
Jean Yamashita
1 bag Snapea Crisps; 1 pkg Fudge
Stripe cookies; 6 servings apple
dumplings
Jackie Yamashita
7 bags horse beans
Angie Guzman
3 boxes facial tissues; 1 box storage
bags; 2 Dawn dish soap
Connie Dimas
4 boxes snack bars;
12 rolls paper towels
Yaeko Cross
6 bowls cooked beans; vanilla and
lemon cookies
Gini Matute-Bianchi 1 Reynolds wrap; 2 Loofah body
scrubbers; hand and body lotion
Edna Nagata
12 rolls tissue paper
Mitsuyo Tao
1 can wasabi peas;
1 bag ginger senbei
Eileen Byers
6 small trash bags; 4 containers Q
tips
Yae/Sam Sakamoto
12 rolls paper towels
Hideko Nagamine
1 can honey roasted cashews; 1 can
roasted cashews; 95 paper plates
Nobue Fujii
3 bunches assorted flowers
Brandon & Mia Potter 12 nut bars (cashews and walnuts)
Chie Sakaue
7 manju; 3 bunches lilies
Aimee/Kitty Mizuno
16 cans peaches; 4 diced mangos;
6 cans V8 energy drinks; 2 bottles
hand soap; 2 bottles honey;
6 cans mineral water
Sumi Yamada
1 can sriracha peas;
12 can toffee peanuts
Eiko Stewart
6 pickled veggies;
4 containers zucchini bread
Susan AmRhein
6 boxes blackberries; 10 bags green
plums and donut peaches
Hisako Kodama
4 bags string beans and 1 zucchini
Alan Yagi
12 bags fresh salmon
Itaru Nitao
38 bags of fresh string beans
Thanks for coming to the Senior Center! It’s important to
stay active, visit with your friends, win bingo prizes, and have
fun. Be sure to do your balance and heel lift exercises three
times a day. See you next month!

Items can still be dropped off (at the back-gym door
across from BBQ pits) through to Thursday, July 26, 2018
from 9:30 am to 12:00 pm. Other arrangements can be made
by leaving a message at Temple @ (831) 724-7860 or (831)
247-0300.
Items NOT Welcome: Mattresses, TV, computers, Ewaste large appliances (washer, dryers, refrigerators)
Anything broken, torn or dirty. If you are not sure if an item
would be appropriate, please keep it. Please take some time
in deciding what to donate. Remember, we are not a
substitute for the landfill or the dumpster.
SORTING DAYS will be Sunday, July 29 starting at 8:30
am and the last sort day will be Wednesday, Aug. 1 at 9:00
am. Your help will be greatly appreciated.
The BSA Boy Scout Troop 558 will hold a special “left
over but still good” rummage sale in the parking lot on
Sunday, August 5th.
August calendar:
3-4 Fri./Sat
Rummage Sale
5 Sun. 10 am Sunday and Shotsuki Hoyo Service
No other Sunday Service in August
26 Sun.
Tri-Temple Golf Tournament 1:30 pm at
Crazy Horse Golf Course in Salinas
September calendar:
Sat., Sept. 8 – Tri-Temple Ohigan Public Lecture,
2–4:00 pm; Wine & Cheese Social: 4-6 pm
at Monterey Peninsula Buddhist Temple
Sun., Sept. 9 – Tri-Temple Ohigan Service & Luncheon,
10:00 am, Monterey Buddhist Temple
Sun., Sept. 16 – Sunday Service, 10:00 am
Sun., Sept. 23 - Sunday Service/Shotsuki Hoyo/Dharma
Youth Program, 2:00 pm
Sat., Sept. 22 – 57th Annual Chicken Teriyaki Take-Out,
10:00 am to 2:00 pm
No Meditation Sessions in July and August

August Schedule:
Thurs Aug 2, 9, 23, 30 Regular Bingo
Thurs Aug 16
August Birthday Party
Sat Aug 18
Cabrillo Musical:
THE PRODUCERS @ 2 pm
Mon Aug 20
Table Mt. Casino one-day trip
8 am to 7:30 pm
Please check out our Senior Center website to read the
Senior Center News and to see pictures of our Seniors in
living color: kizukahallseniors.wordpress.com.

Office Telephone (831) 724-7860
Temple Office Hours are 9:30 am to 12:00 noon
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
Email: buddhist@wbtemple.org

AUGUST SHOTSUKI HOYO LIST
Sunday, August 5, 2018 at 10 am

WATSONVILLE BUDDHIST TEMPLE NEWS
By Barbara Shingai and Susan Uyematsu
THE ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE
The very best rummage sale in Watsonville will be held
on Friday, August 3rd from 8 am to 3 pm and on Saturday,
August 4th from 8 am to 1 pm. You won’t want to miss this
event. Hundreds of fortune seekers will be at the door before
8 am on Friday, seeking hidden treasures.

Akiyama, Chou
Akiyoshi, Shigeo
Aoki, Mieko
Etow, Kenzo
Hashimoto, Ikuta
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Akiyama, Matajiro
Arimura, Ken
Arita, Sadako
Fujimoto, Zenkichi
Hamada, Teruo

Hatsushi, Kisae
Hirano, Mary
Jofuku, Kazushige Jyoji, Masaru
Kajihara, Eiji
Kimura, Kawano
Koda, Evelyn Misao Koda, Wakataro
Kowaki, Hama
Kusumoto, Masumi
Kusumoto, Yoshiharu Maemura, Matsu
Matsui, Tamiko
Matsumoto, Isaku
Matsunami, Iwao
Morimoto, Joe Kazumi
Morimune, Harry Sozo Muronaka, Tooru
Murakami, Hisami Nadamoto, Champagne Sumie
Nakase, Sen
Nakase, Tom
Nakashima, Junko Nishimoto, Hamaichi
Nishita, George
Oita, Motosuke
Okamoto, Haruo
Okamura, Hiseto Harry
Ota, Teruzo
Saiki, Kimiye
Sakamoto, Juzo
Sakata, Namiko
Sasano, Iwataro
Shirachi, Maxine
Sukekane, Noboru Tachibana, Masao
Tanaka, Minoru
Tsuchiyama, Ai
Tsuchiyama, Uta
Tsuji, Misu
Tsukiji, May Takako Umeda, Bengo
Wada, Gozaemon
Yamakoshi, Kyotaro
Yamamoto, Hiromi Henry Yamaoka, Tony Masami
Yonekura, Hisaye
Yorita, Kenjun
Yoshida, Tom Tami

Kaitlin Sakae
received the Vickie
Usuki Memorial
Scholarship. A
graduate of Aptos
High, Kaitlin will be
attending Cal State
University, San Luis
Obispo. Matthew
Maemura (not
pictured), salutatorian
of North Salinas High
will be attending UCLA.

2018 OBON FESTIVAL
A most sincere thank you to this year’s Obon chairmen
Dennis Ikegami and Bob Shingai. ABSOLUTELY, A JOB
WELL DONE, Dennis and Bob! And soooo exciting and very
grateful for soooooo many wonderful volunteers who
unconditionally worked numerous days and hours. So
awesome to see everyone enjoying themselves catching up
while helping us set up, prepare the delicious foods, clean
up, and break down another successful Obon.
Thanks again everyone, and we hope to see you all at
our many events throughout this year and years to come!
Here are photos of those ladies working “behind the
scenes” to make a successful obon festival. Above: Terry
Hirahara, Carolyn Misumi, Eileen Byers, and Jean
Akiyama. Below: Kiiko Akiyama, Junko Haneta, and Jane
Hamada Shinseki.

The obon dance leaders on the center stage yagura.
Next page: The Watsonville Buddhist Temple members
in blue happi coats dancing to tanko bushi.
Thank you, Barbara Shingai, for these obon photos.
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Kondo, Dean Sakae, Stuart Sakuma, Bob Shingai, Ken
Tanimoto, Richard Uyematsu, Bruce Yamamoto, Dennis
Yamaoka, Kevin Yamaoka, and Perry Yoshida.
While there is still some clean-up to be done, we are
proud to have relocated and preserved this historic
structure from the original Buddhist temple.

Sharyn Nakashima, Jennifer Tsuda, Reba Condon,
June Honda, Connie Dimas, and Susan Ikegami.
FINAL RELOCATION OF TORII GATE
By Barbara Shingai, President

Thank you for making the 2018 Fireworks
Fundraiser a “BOOMING” success.
Special thanks to Perry and Kim Yoshida’s
organizational and leadership skills, and many thanks to all
the volunteers who supported the event: JoAnn Kato
who coordinated the volunteers and food; Alice Tanimoto
“Liberty Lady” (most patriotic dressed), and Sheryl
Wobber who provided prizes for our many volunteers.
We are grateful to all those who gave up their 4 th of
July celebration.
A Tri-Temple Golf Tournament will be held on
Sunday, August 26, 2018 at 1:30 pm shotgun start at the
Crazy Horse Ranch Golf Course, 475 San Juan Grade
Road, Salinas, Ca 93906. This tournament is open to all
temple members, friends and family of all skill levels. The
registration fee is $100 which includes green fees, cart,
tee prizes, skill prizes (best ball foursome) and a buffet.
For a registration form and more information, call 831724-7860.
Tohoku Benefit Concert: the upcoming Tohoku
(earthquake, tsunami, radiation disaster) musical benefit
concert will take place on Sat. Sept. 1, 2018 at the WBT
3 pm (doors open at 2 pm) with renowned jazz drummer
Akira Tana and Otonowa (famous jazz quartet of
Japanese musicians) including jazz pianist Art Hirahara,
woodwinds, percussion Masaru Koga, on bass Noriyuki
“Ken” Okada, Saki Kono vocalist, and Shoko Hikage on
koto. A donation of $25 is asked. Refreshments available
for purchase.

In May 2017, the Temple was given the opportunity to
remove the Torii Gate from the site of the original
Buddhist Temple (corner of Union and Riverside Drive)
and relocate the historic structure to the Temple’s
current site on Bridge Street.

After much discussion about the final placement of
the gate and research regarding the need to ensure its
structural integrity, in June 2018 the gate was relocated
to the perimeter of the Temple’s parking lot. The Temple
had the good fortune of two experienced local
contractors (David Parks and Jay Johnson), who donated
their time and expertise and determined the supplies
needed, guided the project logistics and oversaw the final
relocation. This was no small task.
Many thanks to the team of individuals who helped
with the physical move of the structure from beginning to
end: Dennis Hamada, Dennis Ikegami, Tad Kato, Gerry

THE 2020 TOKYO OLYMPIC MASCOTS
They’re cute and cuddly but also futuristic and fierce, and
the pair of mascots chosen to represent the 2020 Tokyo
Olympics were designed by a Cabrillo College alum.
Hundreds of thousands of Japanese students voted to
pick the dynamic duo out of three sets of finalists. The
designs earned approval from more than 100,000 classes,
more than both of its competitors combined, according to the
Tokyo Organizing Committee of the Olympic and Paralympic
Games. Photos were contributed.
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Day of Remembrance Education Fund from …
Greatest Need
In memory of Joan Nitta Otsuji 1st memorial
Daniel and Karen Nitta
Helen Mito, mother
In memory of Nancy Iwami from …
Helen Mito
Scholarship/Education
Linda Wong of Albany, CA
Charlotte Saito
From Watsonville Taiko in appreciation for the use of
the JACL Hall and for the maintenance fund
THANK YOU, CREW, FOR CLEANING THE JAPANESE
MEMORIAL GARDEN ON JULY 17, 2018
W-SC JACL Board members Victor Kimura, Joe
Bowes, and Norris Woodford cleaned our garden prior to
Salinas’ “Big Week”—of the annual California Rodeo. We
appreciate their efforts in beautifully maintaining the garden
on a regular basis. They are often joined by Gary Mine and
Iwao Yamashita.

WHY NOT JOIN OUR W-SC JACL?
Our W-SC JACL is blessed with dedicated board
members and members who voluntarily serve our
community.
No one associated with our non-profit
organization/chapter is a paid employee. That’s how
dedicated they are to our JACL mission!
If you are not now a member of the National JACL,
we’d love to have you join our W-SC JACL chapter. We
do our best to serve all of our local community.
If you are a JACL member, please encourage family
members, relatives and friends to join us for 2018. We are a
501 (c) (3) non-profit, educational, civil rights organization,
and our tax-deductible federal ID is #94-2659895.
And, thank you to those who renew before the
expiration month of their membership!
Yes, you don’t have to be a Japanese American to be a
member. You don’t even have to be a US citizen. You must
be an advocate for social justice and for civil rights for all.
Current members, please look at the date after your
name on the address label. E. Txxxx 4/18 means your
membership expired in April of 2018! Please renew before
your membership’s expiration month. Marcia Hashimoto,
who sends renewal reminders, will be very grateful.
If you have moved or are planning to move, please
let us know your new address.
Please do not mail to our Kizuka Hall address on
Blackburn Street.
.
Our mailing address is: W-SC JACL, P. O. Box 163,
Watsonville, CA 95077.
Thank you for reading this August 2018 newsletter.
Comments are always welcome at hashi79@sbcglobal.net.
For our full, living color newsletter, log onto
http://watsonvillesantacruzjacl.org,
click
onto
“Newsletters,” then the month.
Onward!
Mas Hashimoto, Editor

Designer Ryo Taniguchi graduated from Cabrillo
College in 1997 with a degree in studio art, according to
college spokeswoman Kristin Fabos.
Congratulations, Ryo. Now, there’s an Aptos and
Cabrillo College connection with the Tokyo Olympics, and we
are looking forward to the Olympics in 2020.

DONATIONS GRATEFULLY RECEIVED FROM …
George Shimizu of Walnut Creek
Stuart and Pilar Yamamoto
Maria “Gini” Matute-Bianchi
Victor Kimura
Mas and Marcia Hashimoto
Wallace “Wally” Osato for the building fund
In memory of Jane Jofuku from …
Tracey Jofuku
Esther Ura
Mas and Marcia Hashimoto
In memory of Susumu Tamashiro from …
Mas and Marcia Hashimoto
Esther Ura
In memory of Lillian Etow from …
Jennifer Gavin
Mas and Marcia Hashimoto
Esther Ura
In memory of Nancy Iwami from …
Mas and Marcia Hashimoto
Esther Ura
Jennifer Gavin
Mark and Patt Takeuchi
Laura Tsuyuki Cass and William Cass
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PHOTOS FROM W-SC JACL’S TRADITIONAL COMMUNITY PICNIC HELD ON JUNE 23, 2018, APTOS VILLAGE PARK
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Traditions are fine so long as they continue to be meaningful and, in the case of the community picnic, lots of fun.
Thank you for bringing your family members and participating. A special thank you, too, to all the donors, supporters,
and volunteers at this annual Nikkei community event. It is our sincere desire that you had fun and will be back next year
on Saturday, before the start of Kokoro no Gakko sessions, June 22, 2019. We are open to suggestions and comments.

2018 Community Picnic, page 3

Watsonville-Santa Cruz Chapter
National Japanese American Citizens League (JACL)
$5 Increase in the 2018 Membership Dues
Working toward our national goal of Better Americans in a Greater America is a worthy one. One does not
have to be of Japanese ancestry to be a JACL member, but one must believe that safeguarding the rights of all
Americans and legal residents is of utmost importance in this country.
Please join us today. We are the most proactive, oldest, and respected Asian American civil rights
organization, and our programs include cultural appreciation and educational outreach.
Your membership is never taken lightly or for granted. We have worked diligently to earn your confidence
and trust. Your active participation and membership can make a significant difference in what happens today in our
community and in our nation.
Please help us fight racial prejudice, discrimination, racial profiling, bigotry, intolerance and
indifference.
The 2018 National and local dues for our tax-deductible organization (ID #94-2659895) are as follows:
Individual Member
Family/Couples
Youth/Student

___$85 This includes National dues, local chapter dues, and our monthly JACL
newsletter.
___$155 This includes two National dues, local dues, and our monthly JACL
newsletter, and all children under age 14 to be included.
___$30 for each of ages 14 to 24, National and local youth/student membership,
and our monthly JACL newsletter are included. Youth membership is required for
scholarship consideration.

Please note: Free email subscription to the Pacific Citizen, the official paper of the National JACL, is provided via
your email address. Subscription to a printed, hard copy requires an additional $17 annually payable to the National
JACL, 1765 Sutter Street, San Francisco, CA 94115, (415) 921-5225.
For Thousand Club, Century Club, and Millennium Club and Life membership categories, please contact our
membership chair Jeanette Otsuji Hager.

Name:
(Last Name)

(First Name)

(Middle Name)

(First Name)

(Middle Name)

Spouse’s Name:
(Last Name)

Address:
Home phone: (_____)

E-mail:

For family membership, please list names (and ages) of all children under the age of 14:
Name:

Age:

Name:

Age:

Name:

Age:
Please send your check payable to Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL and mail ASAP to:
Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL
c/o Jeanette Otsuji Hager, Membership Chair, P. O. Box 163, Watsonville, CA 95077
Thank you so much for your support.
Check out our websites: http://watsonvillesantacruzjacl.org and jacl.org.

