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WATSONVILLE-SANTA CRUZ JACL

“The Bridge

”

The Voice of Our Community

This edition of our newsletter is dedicated to Mas Hashimoto who is one of the most passionate voices against injustice and
an eminent historian and educator on the incarceration of the Japanese American citizens and their families during World
War II. Mas Hashimoto has dedicated his life to this W-SC Chapter, this Community and beyond, we shall be forever
grateful for his contributions.

DONATIONS
We would like to thank all who have generously
donated to our Chapter in 2018 and in 2019. Your
donations have helped with educational programs,
scholarships and events for our community as well as
the publication of our Chapter’s newsletter. It is only
through your constant support that we continue to be
a vibrant part of our community.
January 2019 Donations:
Kazuko & Kurt Kurasaki
In memory of Jeri Kaita from Brandon and Trisha Kett
Gini Maria Matute-Bianchi
In memory of Mother, Marie Nakamoto, from
Joyce, Paul & David Nakamoto
Chiyeko Shikuma

DECEMBER FEEDBACK SURVEY WINNER
Last shout out! - We are looking for the winner of the
$100 VISA card from the drawing of those individuals
who returned our December survey. Ticket #172366.
Contact us at wsc.jacl@gmail.com or WatsonvilleSanta Cruz JACL, PO Box 163, Watsonville, CA 95077.
Congratulations!

Look for our website:
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WATSONVILLE - SANTA CRUZ JACL UPDATE
Upcoming JACL Calendar of Events and Deadlines
Watsonville-Santa Cruz Chapter Board Meetings:
Monthly chapter board meetings are held on the fourth Thursday (except in November and December) at the WatsonvilleSanta Cruz JACL Kizuka Hall, 150 Blackburn Street, Watsonville, CA 95076 starting at 6:30 pm. All are welcome to attend.
Sun., Feb. 24

Day of Remembrance Observance, Salinas Rodeo Grounds,
Santa Lucia Room, 1:30-4:00 pm

Fri, Mar. 1

Postmark deadline to submit National JACL scholarship application directly to W-SC JACL
Scholarship Chairperson, Dr. Brooke Kondo Rains, c/o PO Box 163, Watsonville, CA 95077.

Sat., April 6

NCWNP District Gala Awards Recognition Luncheon
Crow Canyon Country Club in Danville, CA

Day of Remembrance and a Call to Action
During February, we honor the legacy of strength, honor, and courage of those of Japanese descent who came to the
United States to create a life for themselves and their families and, due to discrimination and fear, were incarcerated by
the U.S. government and ostracized by their communities. Not only is this an opportunity to remember this injustice that
should never have happened, it is also a reminder that if we do not raise our voice against injustice and discrimination, it
will continue unopposed for generations to come. It is by always maintaining awareness and taking the first step to make
those changes in each action that we take and each word that we say to promote equality and social justice for everyone
that we encounter in this life will we help to gradually erase discrimination and inequity from this world. - Jeanette

DAY OF REMEMBRANCE 2019

The 77th Anniversary of Executive Order 9066 at the site of the “Salinas Assembly
Center” (Santa Lucia Room), 940 North Main Street in Salinas from 1:00 to 4:00 pm.

The five Monterey Bay area JACL chapters -- Gilroy, Monterey Peninsula, Salinas Valley, Watsonville-Santa Cruz, and, with
this year's host, San Benito County -- have arranged the annual Day of Remembrance observance at the historic site of the
Salinas (CA) Assembly Center.
The event will begin at 1:00 pm on Sunday, February 24 with a tour of the Japanese Memorial Garden where a Japanese
cherry blossom tree has been planted to honor Paul Ichiuji of Salinas who, for years, coordinated the five chapters care of
the garden and the CA State Memorial Marker (plaque).
A screening of "Moving Walls"--a documentary film about the Heart Mountain, Wyoming camp--will be shown with the
director, Sharon Yamato, present to discuss the making of this documentary. The program continues with a special
presentation by Diana Tsuchida who will discuss the Tessaku Project, a collection of oral histories of the wartime
incarceration. All who are interested in our Nikkei (of Japanese ancestry) history are invited to attend. There is no
admission charge, and light refreshments will be served.
- Mas
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STOP REPEATING HISTORY!
We of Japanese ancestry in this country, via the infamous Executive Order 9066, were, in February of
1942, imprisoned without charges, attorney, trial, or due process of law by those who swore, with their oath of
office, to uphold the Constitution of the United States! They failed in their constitutional duties! They gave in
to racism, hatred, and unfounded fear that was promoted by the press media and others.
Now, one would think, after all these years, that America has learned the lesson of our unjust wartime
incarceration, but it has not! The US Supreme Court overturned the verdict of the Korematsu case but it upheld
President Trump’s Muslim travel ban (Hawaii v. Trump) as lawful! “STOP REPEATING HISTORY!”
The JACL is the modern guardian of the Bill of Rights! And, we gladly accept this responsibility.
Camp guard tower painting, “Liberty Lost … Lessons in Loyalty,” against registry of Muslim registery.

As JACLers, it is our duty to fight for and protect the civil and human rights of every American and legal
resident. You can help. How? By continuing your membership in our Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL chapter and
by taking an active role in our mission.
Our Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL is truly grateful to its members and friends who have donated to this
year’s 2019 Day of Remembrance Education Fund (DOREF). Thank you. To those who haven’t, please help
with what you can. Each donation helps to preserve our Nikkei history and legacy.
This DOREF also maintains a safe hall/dojo for our Senior citizens and cultural groups; honors our
youths with the Kitayama and Mito Memorial and the Sako Scholarship(s); and supports this newsletter.
*******************************************************************

2019 DAY OF REMEMBRANCE EDUCATION FUND (DOREF)

___Yes, I/we wish to help. Enclosed is a tax-deductible contribution for:
___Greatest Need

___Education/Scholarship

___Newsletter

Please make checks payable to Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL, memo: DOREF,
and mail to Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL, P. O. Box 163, Watsonville, CA 95077.
Your name(s): _________________________________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Our donation is: ___ In Remembrance of .., or ___ In Honor of …
Name(s): _____________________________________________________________________________________
(An acknowledgment, unless you request otherwise, will be sent to:)
Name of person(s) to be notified and address(es):
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
___I/We do not wish to be acknowledged in any publication of the organization.
Thank you! W-SC JACL is a non-profit, educational, civil rights organization. Tax deductible #ID 94-2659895
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Joint Chapter Installation of Officers
On January 27, the Gilroy JACL chapter hosted the 2019 Installation of Officers for the Gilroy, Monterey Peninsula,
Salinas Valley, San Benito County and Watsonville-Santa Cruz Chapters at the Morgan Hill Buddhist Community Center.
We were honored to have retired Superior Court Judge Joseph F. Biafore, Jr. administer the oath of office. He has
graciously performed this duty for over 30 years.
The audience had a lot of questions for the guest speaker Tim Kawakami (Editor-in-Chief of The Athletic).
Mas and Marcia Hashimoto were thanked and presented gifts of appreciation for their years of service in providing the
amazing W-SC JACL newsletter.
Besides the above, we enjoyed a delicious lunch and raffle. However, an important message of the day that was
shared, we all need to be united in our JACL mission and goals.
The Watsonville-Santa Cruz Chapter Board members are:
Joe Bowes
Marcia Hashimoto
Cindy Hirokawa Mine
Carol Kaneko
Victor Kimura
Brooke Kondo Rains
Gary Mine
Mia Norton
Norris Woodford
Jeanette Hager

- Article by Cindy, Photos by Mas Hashimoto

Marcia Hashimoto, Gary Mine, Cindy Hirokawa Mine,
Victor Kimura, Carol Kaneko, Norris Woodford and
Joe Bowes with Judge Biafore.

Gilroy JACL Officers: Lily Kawafuchi, Lisa Shedy, Judge
Biafore, Teri Hinmon - President, Jane Yokoyama Otaguro,
Michael Hoshida, and Gena Sakahara Gonzales.

Five chapter installation of board members with Judge Biafore.
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Monterey Peninsula JACL officers: President Jeff Uchida,
Jeanne Nakagawa, Judge Biafore, Larry and Ann Oda

Salinas Valley JACL officers: Bonnie Dillard, Judge Biafore,
Shari Higashi, and Daryl Osaki.

San Benito County JACL officers: President Kurt Kurasaki,
Tony Boch, Judge Biafore, Steve Ricketts, Jung-A Kim, and
Linda Ricketts

Victor Kimura who spoke of gratefulness for support after
his recent accident.

Gifts to Tim Kawakami and Judge Biafore.
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Enjoying the 2019 Installation
of JACL Board Officers
and Program.

Board members, Bonnie Dillard, Shari Higashi and Daryl Osaki,
of the Salinas Valley JACL presenting Mas and Marcia
Hashimoto with gifts of appreciation.

Mr. and Mrs. Tony Boch, Cindy Hirokawa Mine, Gary Mine, and Mike Hoshida.

The Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL 2019 Business and Professional Services Directory
In February 2019, the Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL will distribute its annual Business and Professional Services Directory.
We are grateful to the businesses and professional services who annually support our W-SC JACL with their generous ad
donations. We appreciate Sean Parker of Pajaro Valley Printing, for his professional guidance and Owner Dan Carrillo for
his encouragement.
We are grateful to Marcia Hashimoto who single-handedly solicited donations, acknowledged the generous donors and
directed the entire project to its completion. We are grateful for Marcia’s dedication and hard work that made this such a
successful fundraiser that will enable us to continue our events and programs throughout the year.

6

February 2019

The JACL NCWNP District Gala 2019 Fundraiser
The upcoming NCWNP District Gala Awards Recognition Luncheon will be held on April 6, 2019 at the Crow Canyon
Country Club, 711 Silver Lake Drive in Danville. This event celebrates our district’s 90 years of unwavering commitment to
civil rights and civic engagement. We will also be honoring chapter members of the NCWNP District for their dedication
to the mission of JACL. The event will also include a silent auction. The proceeds of the silent auction will be dedicated to
the fundraising efforts for the Wakamatsu Tea Colony 150th Anniversary celebration – WakaFest150.

March 1, 2019: National JACL Scholarship Deadline
National college Freshman applications (3 copies) must be submitted directly by the applicant to W-SC JACL Scholarship
Chairperson, Dr. Brooke Kondo Rains, c/o PO Box 163, Watsonville, CA 95077 with a postmark no later than March 1,
2019. Go to the National JACL website (jacl.org), then select Youth, then Scholarships, for application details and
eligibility requirement. April 1st is the deadline for the rest of the National applications.
W-SC JACL also has its local scholarships—college freshman, continuing, and post-graduate awards. Information on the
Kee Kitayama Memorial Scholarship, Frank Mito Memorial, and the Ray and Louise Sako Scholarships will be posted on
our website (watsonvillesantacruzjacl.org) and in next issue of the newsletter.

MEDICAL THOUGHT - Always check with your doctor…
Food for thought:
In the winter, at times the air is dry, your car or home heater's on, you drink more hot liquids (that could
dehydrate you), and you are warmer wearing more clothes or wrapped up in more blankets - Could you get
dehydrated?
“No,” you might say, “besides the weather's cold and I don't feel like drinking water!”
Well, how about - is your skin really dry also?
Just give this a thought… and you could try just drinking warm water, too.
Your skin, liver and kidneys will thank you!

- Cindy

ONWARD!
By Mas Hashimoto
Tell Congress Not to Implement the Muslim Ban!
Rep. Judy Chu (CA-27) and Sen. Chris Murphy (D-CT) introduced H.R. 810 and S. 246, both of which would
prevent any federal funds from going towards the implementation of Executive Order 13780, or the Muslim Ban.
There are 30 co-sponsors in the Senate and 62 in the House.
JACL continues our opposition to the Muslim Ban in recognition of the parallels of discriminating against
Muslims under the guise of security threat. Just as national security was falsely used to incarcerate Japanese and
Japanese Americans, we see the same false threat as justification for preventing entire national groups from
entering the country from predominantly Muslim nations.
To contact your members of congress to sign on to this legislation, you can go to the Repeal the Ban website
and enter your information to obtain contact information for your Representative and Senators.
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HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY, FRED KOREMATSU
Among America’s greatest civil rights advocates is Fred Korematsu (January 30, 1919 - March 30, 2005). A
century from now his name will continue to resonate with those studying the law, history, and justice.
Clearly, his US Supreme Court case, Korematsu v the United States December 18, 1944, was never about
“military necessity” but one of racial discrimination, hatred, ignorance, and fear. Could the unjust and
unnecessary incarceration of 120,000 innocent persons of Japanese ancestry during World War II under
President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s Executive Order 9066 be considered a “hate crime”?
Fred, who suffered ostracism from our communities for half of a lifetime, from 1942 to 1983, and while living in
obscurity, remained strong, hopeful, and loyal.
For those unfamiliar with Fred Korematsu case, here, briefly, is his story.
In 1942, at the age of 23, he refused to go to the government’s
incarceration camps for Japanese Americans. After he was
arrested and convicted of defying the government’s order, he, with
the help of lawyer Ernest Besig, appealed all the way to the
Supreme Court. In 1944, the Supreme Court ruled against him,
arguing that the incarceration was justified due to “military
necessity”.
In 1983, researcher Aiko Herzig-Yoshinaga, discovered in the
National Archives key documents that government intelligence
agencies had hidden from the Supreme Court in 1944. The
documents consistently showed that Japanese Americans had
committed no acts of treason to justify mass incarceration. With
this new evidence, a pro-bono legal team led by Dale Minami and
Don Tamaki and the Asian Law Caucus, with the assistance of
Professor Peter Irons, re-opened Korematsu’s 40-year-old case
on the basis of government misconduct. On November 10, 1983,
Korematsu’s conviction was vacated (not overturned) in a federal
court by Judge Marilyn Hall Patel in San Francisco. Read Judge
Patel’s full decision granting Korematsu’s petition for writ of coram
nobis. 584 F.Supp. 1406 (N.D. Cal. 1984). It was a pivotal moment in civil rights history.
Also vacated were the convictions of Minoru Yasui and Gordon Hirabayashi. These three cases
ultimately led to the passage of the Civil Liberties Act of August 10, 1988.
“Military necessity” remained the supreme law of the land until it was finally overturned in 2018 with the
Hawaii v. Trump case. There was little rejoicing for the President’s Muslim travel ban was substituted and
declared legal. Our work, therefore, continues.
Fred remained an activist throughout his life. In 1998, he received the Presidential Medal of Freedom,
the nation’s highest civilian honor, from President Bill Clinton.
In 2010, the State of California passed the Fred Korematsu Day bill, which established January 30 as
the Fred Korematsu Day of Civil Liberties and the Constitution, making it the first day in the U.S. named
in honor of an Asian American. Our Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL wrote in support on April 26, 2010 of the
recognition. Hawaii, Virginia, and Florida also have established January 30 as a Fred Korematsu Day.
Korematsu’s growing legacy continues to inspire people of all backgrounds and demonstrates the
importance of speaking up to fight injustice.
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For a complete report on Fred Korematsu’s life and achievements, please click onto: http://
www.korematsuinstitute.org/fred-t-korematsu-lifetime/
In Detroit, Michigan, Fred Korematsu met Kathryn Pearson, a student at Wayne State University who
was originally from South Carolina. At the time, anti-miscegenation laws prohibited interracial marriage in
states including California and South Carolina, but mixed-race marriage was legal in Michigan. Fred and
Kathryn Korematsu married in Detroit before moving to the San Francisco Bay Area in 1949, where they
raised two children, Karen and Ken.
Today, daughter Karen Korematsu is the
Founder and Executive Director of the Fred
Korematsu Institute, established in 2009, which
educates to advance racial equity, social justice
and human rights for all.
On Saturday, January 26, 2019, a 100 th
birthday celebration for Fred Korematsu was held
at the Presidio of San Francisco. The mistress of
ceremony was Jan Yanehiro who introduced the
Fred Korematsu Civil Rights Play, presented by
3rd and 4th graders of Clarendon Alternate
Elementary School. Their teacher, Junko
Tanaka, a recent arrival from Japan, wrote the
play! Click onto the video which has closed
captions: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Txe2mzgNRQ
Enjoy this interview with civil rights attorney, Dale Minami:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=na4JyBpvkU&t=34s
On January 30, Ali Velshi of MSNBC-TV spoke
glowingly of Fred Korematsu. Click onto:
https://www.msnbc.com/velshi-ruhle/watch/civilrights-activist...

Jan Yanehiro welcomed everyone.

Marcia Hashimoto, Don Tamaki, Ai Mori Minami
with daughters Ellie and Lina Minami, Jan
Yanehiro, and Dale Minami.
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Below: Don Tamaki spoke of the role
the Fred Korematsu Institute plays
today.

Above: The US Supreme Court Justices who
decided on Fred Korematsu’s case in 1944.

Below: holding the microphone is Ellie portraying a
teenager, Karen Korematsu

Above: “Dale Minami” speaks for “Fred” (seated left)
while “Peter Irons” (seated right) listens.

On January 23, 2011, the Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL chapter celebrated Fred Korematsu’s 91 st
birthday at the Seascape Golf Course, Aptos, CA with Kathyrn and Karen in attendance. Fred’s attorney,
Dale Minami, was our principal speaker.
Earlier, on Friday, January 18, 2002, the Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL hosted its second teachertraining workshop with the Santa Cruz County Office of Education. Assisting were Greg Marutani of the
National JACL Education Committee and Historian Emeritus Sandy Lydon of Cabrillo College. Welcoming
all was W-SC JACL President Mas Hashimoto.
The program consisted of three parts:
Camp life with Kitako Izumizaki of Poston II (then a newly-wed with her husband, James, serving with
the 100/442nd RCT); Mas Hashimoto of Poston II(a child with a widowed mother and two brothers with the
Military Intelligence Service); and Libia Yamamoto of Crystal City, Texas (a Peruvian Japanese of the
Campaign for Justice).
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Military servicemen: Military Intelligence Service, Col. Thomas Sakamoto (US Army retired);
Rudy Tokiwa and Shig Kizuka, 100th/442nd RCT.
Constitutional Issues: John Tateishi, National JACL Executive Director, and Citizen Fred Korematsu.
Fred brought his Presidential Medal of Freedom that was presented by President Clinton in 1998.
Young student admirers cut school to meet and speak with Fred Korematsu.
We were grateful to the National JACL and to the Go For Broke Educational Center for their financial
support. An early continental breakfast and a Miyuki Japanese Restaurant catered lunch was served.
Generous and thoughtful gifts were raffled (free). With grants, we were to pay for the substitute teachers,
but the district officials were so impressed they paid for the subs.
Three months later, on April 27, 2002, the W-SC JACL presented, in Watsonville, the only reenactment
of the forced evacuation with a program entitled, “Liberty Lost … Lessons in Loyalty.”

Bill Introduced to Award Fred Korematsu a Congressional Gold Medal
On Fred Korematsu Day last week, Sen. Mazie Hirono introduced the bipartisan Senate bill that would
posthumously award civil rights activist Fred Korematsu the Congressional Gold Medal, and Rep. Mark
Takano introduced it in the House, S.277 and H.R.924 respectively. Korematsu was awarded the
Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1998 in recognition of his courageous actions in challenging
injustice.
Write to your members of Congress. Please call their offices to urge them to co-sponsor these bills.

This appeared in February 2, 2019 Santa Cruz Sentinel’s “TODAY IN HISTORY:”
February 2, 1942--A Los Angeles Times column by W. H. Anderson urged security measures against Japanese
Americans, arguing that a Japanese-American “almost inevitably grows up to be a Japanese, not an American.”
Seventeen days later, on February 19, 1942, President Franklin D. Roosevelt issued his infamous Executive Order 9066
thereby 120,000 innocent persons of Japanese ancestry were incarcerated in ten major concentration camps.
There was plenty of “Fake News” about us and other minorities in the early 20th century. Newspapers, radio
commentators, the labor organizations, cartoonists, Hollywood, “patriotic” organizations, local and national government
agencies and others were not our friends. They openly promoted WASP--White, Anglo, Saxon, Protestant—as the only
trusted and patriotic Americans.
After the successful conclusion of World War II, along with the heroic sacrifices of the Tuskegee Airmen, Navaho Code
Talkers, Filipino Freedom (guerrilla) Fighters, Woman Air Service Pilots (yes, a different WASP), the 100th/442nd/MIS and
others, the newspapers with their columnists and radio stations with their commentators began to write and speak
honestly of native Americans and American minorities.
Helping, too, were the incarcerated Japanese Americans with their acts of support and loyalty. Yes, while imprisoned,
we held scrap metal drives, bought War Bonds, and helped the war effort in many other ways.
Together, the nation’s attitude toward minorities had changed for the better.
Today, “Fake News” is prominent once again in the newspapers, tabloids, radio talk shows, and now on the Internet and
cable news. The need for fact checking is essential if our democracy is to continue.

- Mas Hashimoto
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SENIOR CORNER - January Senior News
By Carol Kaneko and Jean Yamashita
HAPPY AND HEALTHY NEW YEAR TO ALL! Akemashite omedetō gozaimasu!

The first day back for our seniors was January 10, 2019.
Everyone was glad to be back with all their friends and
to play Bingo again. Carol Kaneko passed around
several copies of the 2018 donations list along with the
treasurer’s category summary and net worth reports.
Please see Carol if you would like to see the 2018
complete treasurer’s report or have any questions.
We welcomed 2019 on January 17th at our New Year’s
celebration. Happy Year of the Boar! The front table was
decorated with kagami mochi and a cute stuffed black
and white boar. Susan AmRhein made “Year of the
Boar” favors for everyone, and Terry Hirahara provided
special napkins stamped with a red boar.
Head table decorations for New Year's celebration
Paul Kaneko delivered New Year’s greetings to all. He encouraged all of our seniors to be active, stay healthy, eat healthy,
see your friends regularly, exercise your brain, sleep 7-8 hours each night, and have fun (play bingo).
Kimiko Marr presented a wonderful video from 2018 featuring the
Kokoro No Gakko program at the Watsonville Buddhist Temple. Some of
our seniors were seen in the photos as well as many of their
grandchildren. Thank you, Kimiko! We are always impressed with your
work.
After a few games of Bingo, Susan AmRhein said grace, and we all
enjoyed a delicious buffet from Miyuki Restaurant delivered by Chris
Ishikawa. The Seniors were also treated to delicious desserts
thoughtfully provided by Cindy Mine, Terry Hirahara, Carol Kaneko, Jean
Yamashita and Susan AmRhein. What a feast! Thanks to the toban crew
and everyone else who lent a hand in setting up and cleaning up.
Carol passed out an up-to-date membership list this month. If you did
not receive one, please see Carol. Please shred any old membership lists
as they contain information that should remain private. If you do not have
a shredder, please return any old membership lists to the center and we
will take care of the shredding.

Miyuki buffet
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January birthday honorees were Terry Hirahara and
Hatsuko Tsuji,88. Absent were Mitsuko Ruble, 90, and
Karen Sugidono. Hatsuko was presented with a
beautiful orchid plant in honor of her 88th birthday
and a package of manju was delivered to Mitsuko in
honor of her 90th birthday. Thanks to Terry Hirahara
and Hisako Kodama for the delightful table flowers
and head table arrangement.

January birthday honorees: Terry Hirahara and Hatsuko Tsuji, 88

The Seniors have scheduled a one-day bus trip to
Table Mountain Casino for Wednesday, March 27,
2019. The cost is $30 for active members of the
Senior Center or the WBT and $40 for others. Jean
also announced a trip to visit Elkhorn Slough on
Tuesday, April 23rd. She has reservations for one of
their pontoon boat nature tours. Cost is estimated to
be $30 and space is limited to 26. Hopefully, we will
see some baby otters! If you are interested in either
of these trips, please contact Jean Yamashita (email:
jeanyamashita@yahoo.com, cell: 408-813-6539).

A planning meeting for the 2019 year was held on January 24. Thanks to Jean Yamashita, Jean Akiyama, Toshi Yamashita,
Iwao Yamashita, Paul and Carol Kaneko, Susan AmRhein, Pat and Kimiko Marr, June Honda, Mitsuyo Tao, and Terry
Hirahara for attending and sharing their suggestions and ideas for the upcoming year’s activities. Thanks to those who
volunteered to take on many of the responsibilities for our activities. We enjoyed a delicious lunch thanks to everyone who
brought goodies to share.
Thanks to our January toban: Terry Hirahara, Pat Marr, and Kimiko Marr. Leigh Sakaguchi was in charge of opening up
this month. Thanks to all our members who thoughtfully help out whenever needed.
Get well cards were sent to Connie Dimas who tore her meniscus and to Terry Hirahara who broke her ankle. Terry has
been attending in spite of her injury, and it was nice to see Connie back on January 24 to visit.
It was nice to see Nobuko Akiyama, Hatsuko Tsuji, and Chie Sakaue back after long absences. We hope they will be able
to attend regularly again.

Nobuko Akiyama

Welcome back to Chie Sakaue with Kazuko Sakai
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Monetary donations for the month of January gratefully received from: Eiko Ceremony, Karen Sugidono, Louise Sako, and
Terry Hirahara. A special donation was received from Yamashita’s Market.
Thanks to all members who have paid their 2019 Senior Center or National JACL dues. Thanks for your commitment to
our Senior Center and JACL chapter. If you have not paid your dues, please see Carol Kaneko.
Thank you for all the wonderful bingo prizes!
Thank you for coming to the Senior Center! It’s a wonderful opportunity to socialize with old friends, make new friends
and, of course, play bingo and win many useful prizes. Stay healthy these winter months (wash, wash, wash your hands)
and try to stay active – remember to do your balance exercises three times a day!
February Schedule:
Thurs Feb 7
Thurs Feb 14
Thurs Feb 21
Sun Feb 24
Thurs Feb 28

Zenzai Treat
Valentine’s Day, regular bingo with Valentine’s Day activity
February Birthday Party
Day of Remembrance, Salinas Community Center
Regular Bingo

Please check out our Senior Center website to read the Senior Center News, see pictures of our seniors in living color, and
see our calendar of events: kizukahallseniors.wordpress.com

WATSONVILLE TAIKO AND SHINSEI DAIKO
By Bonnie Chihara
We now have classes at Pathways Dojo located at 2724 Soquel Avenue, Suite D/E.
On Tuesday mornings from 9:15-10:15, we have our Taiko for Health classes. From 10:15-11:15, we have a beginners
class for seniors. On Wednesday nights from 7:30-9pm, we have a class for adult fast learners.
We have classes for all ages at our dojo at Kizuka Hall in Watsonville.
CHILDRENS CLASSES
Fridays
4:30-5:10pm - Beginners Children 1, 5:10-6:00pm - Beginners Children 2, 6:00-7:00pm - Intermediate Youth
ADULT CLASSES
Fridays
7:00-8:00pm - Beginners Adults 8:00-10:00pm - Intro to Performance
Please contact Kay at 831 475 1088 or email us at info@watsonvilletaiko.org if you are interested in taking any of our
classes.
Our upcoming scheduleFeb. 28th
Cultural Week at Scotts Valley High School, Scott Valley High April 6th- Santa Cruz Bonsai Kai event,
MAH Santa Cruz
April, 14th
Morgan Hill Harumatsuri, Morgan Hill
April 21st
Watsonville Hanamatsuri, Watsonville Buddhist Temple
April 27th
Cupertino Cherry Blossom Festival, Memorial Park, Cupertino
May 11th
Queer Youth Leadership Awards, San Lorenzo Valley High School
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WATSONVILLE BUDDHIST TEMPLE
Hooko Service By Mas Hashimoto
The Tri-Temple Goshoki Hoonko Service, hosted this year by the Watsonville Buddhist Temple, was held on Sunday,
January 27, 2019. It is one of the most important services held during the year.
This observance is one of repaying the indebtedness to Shinran Shonin, the founder of Jodo Shinshu sect, upon his
passing 757 years ago (1173 AD-1262 AD). Jodo Shinshu became the largest Buddhist sect in Japan.

The chairman of the service was Sadao Matsunami.

The guest speaker for the January 20, 2019
Shotsuki Hoyo and ABA Memorial Service was
Rev. Hiroshi Abiko.

After the luncheon, the WBT recognized and gave thanks to these 2019 volunteers: Perry Yoshida, Kirk Muldoon, Toshiko
Yamashita, Itaru Nitao, Yoko Umeda, Iwao Yamashita, and Norman Uyeda.
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The chairman was Kenny Kusumoto, and the organist was Yoko Umeda.

Representatives from the Monterey, Salinas, and Watsonville Buddhist organizations offered oshoko (incense offering).
The guest speaker was retired minister, Rev. Matsubayashi, of the Buddhist Churches of America. He was no stranger
for he, among his many ministerial assignments, had been the resident minister of Salinas Buddhist Temple.

Officiating and assisting were Rev. Yugo Fujita of Salinas, David Correia,
Rev. Jay Shinseki, and Bill Wurtenberg.
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Bill Wurtenberg, Rev. Jay Shinseki, Watsonville Mayor Francisco
Estrada, Rev. Matsubayashi, Rev. Yugo Fujita of Salinas, and David
Correia. Photo, courtesy of Barbara Shingai.

Watsonville Buddhist Temple Recognition Award
By Barbara Shingai
Every year the Board of Directors select a member(s) to receive this prestigious award who go above and beyond for the
temple. This year’s recipients are: Mrs. Aiko Nitao, Mrs. Kiiko Akiyama, and Mr. Richard Uyematsu.
Mrs. Aiko Nitao and Mrs. Kiiko Akiyama have given endless hours and worked tirelessly for the betterment of the temple
over many years. They have provided leadership and long-standing direction for the Buddhist Women’s Association
(BWA). Their experience and guidance includes many BWA activities, including making some of the best sushi around.
Richard Uyematsu is a man of many talents. He has served as President of the Temple in 2002-2004 for 3 consecutive
years and has also been a long-standing Board member. Over the years, his many contributions include: providing the
Temple support for the Temple’s fiscal responsibilities, preparing projections for the annual operating budgets and being
the Administrator of the Temple bank accounts, and overseeing long term investments. He has served as Apartment
Treasurer for many years, is currently serving as Treasurer for the Coast District Council and is a member of the BCA
Endowment Committee. Richard also was instrumental in getting the current security systems for the Temple and he is
one of the individuals who also responds to the temple & apartment maintenance issues as they arise. We thank Richard
for his many contributions to the Watsonville Buddhist Temple, Coast District and BCA.

Schedule of Events:
Sun., Feb. 17, 10:00 am: Sunday service/Dharma Youth Program
Sun., Feb. 22, 2:00 pm, 7:00 pm: Watsonville Buddhist Temple Movie Night. Free movie night “Sword of Doom,” a
samurai chan chan bara bara film, starring Tatsuya Nakadai and Toshiro Mifune. First showing, 2:00 pm, second showing,
7:00 pm.
Sun., Feb. 24, 10:00 am: Sunday service/Dharma Youth Program
Sun., Mar. 3, 8:00 - 11:30 am: PANCAKE FEED "All You Can Eat" (pancakes, sausage & fruit, orange juice and coffee). $8
per person. Temple Gymnasium, 423 Bridge Street. Thank you for your support! Boy Scouts Troop 558
Sun, Mar. 10th, 10:00 am (Daylight Savings Time begins): Shotsuki Hoyo Family Memorial Service
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Sat., Mar. 16, 9:00 am - 11:00 am: Neighborhood Community Clean Up, 9:00 am-11:00 am. Sponsored by Watsonville
Buddhist Temple in collaboration with the City of Watsonville Neighborhood Services Division and Watsonville Boy Scout
Troop 558. Meet at the parking lot of the Temple, 423 Bridge Street.
Sun., Apr. 14, 10:00 am: Monterey and Watsonville Hanamatsuri Service and Luncheon in Monterey. Guest speaker: Rev.
Brian Nagata
Sun., Apr. 21, 10:00 am: Watsonville's Hanamatsuri Service at 10:00 am and Festival at 11:00 am to 2:00 pm
(approximately).
Office Telephone (831) 724-7860
Temple Office Hours: Wednesday mornings 9:00 am to 12:00 Noon
Other times by appointment only
Email: buddhist@wbtemple.org

WESTVIEW PRESBYTERIAN CHIMES
The Fisherman’s Fellowship
There was a group called ‘The Fisherman’s Fellowship’. They were surrounded by streams and lakes full of hungry fish.
They met regularly to discuss the call to fish, and the thrill of catching fish. They got excited about fishing!!
Someone suggested that they needed a philosophy of fishing, so they carefully defined and redefined fishing, and the purpose
of fishing. They developed fishing strategies and tactics. Then they realized that they had been going at it backwards. They
had approached fishing from the point of view of the fisherman, and not from the point of view of the fish. How do fish view
the world? How does the fisherman appear to the fish? What do fish eat, and when? These are all good things to know. So
they began research studies, and attended conferences on fishing. Some travelled to far away places to study different kinds
of fish, with different habits. Some got PhD’s in fishology. But no one had yet gone fishing.
So a committee was formed to send out fishermen. As prospective fishing places outnumbered fishermen, the committee
needed to determine priorities.
A priority list of fishing places was posted on bulletin boards in all of the fellowship halls. But still, no one was fishing. A
survey was launched, to find out why… Most did not answer the survey, but from those that did, it was discovered that some
felt called to study fish, a few to furnish fishing equipment, and several to go around encouraging the fisherman. What with
meetings, conferences, and seminars, they just simply didn’t have time to fish.
Now, Jake was a newcomer to the Fisherman’s Fellowship. After one stirring meeting of the Fellowship, Jake went fishing.
He tried a few things, got the hang of it, and caught a choice fish. At the next meeting, he told his story, and he was honored
for his catch, and then scheduled to speak at all the Fellowship chapters and tell how he did it. Now, because of all the
speaking invitations and his election to the board of directors of the Fisherman’s Fellowship, Jake no longer has time to go
fishing.
But soon he began to feel restless and empty. He longed to feel the tug on the line once again. So he cut the speaking, he
resigned from the board, and he said to a friend, “Let’s go fishing.” They did, just the two of them, and they caught fish.
The members of the Fisherman’s Fellowship were many, the fish were plentiful, but the fishers were few. https://
www.jimmylarche.com/parable-fishless-fishermen-devotion/
Matthew 9 states, Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of
the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they
were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the
workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”
Evangelism has become one of those scary words in our society. It can be uncomfortable. People might think we are Jesus
freaks. It can mean being with people who have lots of problems and whose lives are sometimes messy!
Yet, we have found the meaning of life—and it would be wrong and unkind to keep it to ourselves! We have found the secret:
-That we are not just swirling atoms but are beloved of God as children and are not alone.
-That this God loves us enough to come and walk among us in Jesus Christ and die just to get us back.
-That we don’t have to be dominated by instincts that destroy our relationships, isolate us, hurt us and suck the life out of
us—but rather can be filled with the Holy Spirit of God.
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-That the God of the universe wants to come and make a home in us and fill us with life, love, wisdom and peace through
this Holy Spirit.
-That we are merely travelers here and this is not our home—but rather we have an eternity waiting for us.
-That true life comes not from hoarding for ourselves but in giving our lives in service of others.
The secret is too important and too life saving to get lost or to be timidly kept to ourselves! This year we are studying the 7
Characteristics of Vital Churches. The second characteristic is a church that does Intentional, Authentic Evangelism.

Evangelism is merely beggars telling beggars where to find bread.
Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be
thirsty.” - John 6:35
We have a good thing going here at Westview and I would love for us to have a church culture where we emphasize more the
sharing of our faith and the inviting of others into our community. I pray that we would pray for and encourage each other
more in how to help others find this Living Bread, we’ve found! I pray we can remember and appreciate the gift we have in
God and as beggars who know where to find bread let us pray for the people in our lives, love them & share the new life we
have found in Christ, & invite them into deeper relationship with Christ.
I appreciate and love you all. What a wonderful church family we have. I pray we can be inspired to share of our church
family and our new life in Christ with all who are in our lives!
God bless you,
Pastor Dan
Marie Nakamoto, a beloved church member for many years, passed away at her home on
December 5th. A private Memorial Service took place on January 21st.

Westview is continuing to prepare and serve Salvation Army meals on every first Friday of each
month through April. Volunteers are always welcome!! Call Marlon or Pastor Dan for details. Please
mark your calendars for the following dates, February 1st, March 1st, April 5th.
Help Your Youth/Children Grow a Strong Foundation in Christ!!

Youth/Family Upcoming Events: On February 1st, come help prepare the Salvation Army Dinner
and serve the needy!! Then we will do something fun afterward. Bring a friend!!
4:30 pm, Westview (photo at right: Youth Church game night)
Other upcoming Youth/Family Events: March 1st, April 5th (Salvation Army Dinners)
Tuesday Study Series: What does God’s voice sound like? How do you discern God’s direction/leading in
our life? Every 2nd and 4th Tuesday 4:00pm at Paloma Del Mar, 2030 Pajaro Lane in Freedom. We are
studying Hearing God by Dallas Willard. Join us! It has been a delight to make new friends and “be church” at
Paloma Del Mar!
Please mark your calendars for the following dates in February, March and April:
February 12th, February 26th, March 12th, March 26th, April 9th and April 23rd.

SonRise Kitchen: “When we feed the hungry we are serving and encountering Christ!” (Matthew 25).
Margo Loehr will soon be leading us in a ministry that provides breakfast to those in need Monday through Friday. Once this
ministry starts, we cook at the church 7-8am and serve 8:15-9am at River Park, 100 E. Front St., Watsonville (just a few
blocks from the church). Clean up is from 9-9:30am. Wednesday is “food bank, chop, and freeze day!” which takes a few
more hours—many hands make light work, so come help if you can! If you are interested in helping out regularly, or even
just one morning a week, or on an occasional basis, or would like to donate to this worthy cause, please contact Pastor Dan or
Margo. Checks can be written to Westview Presbyterian Church and write “SonRise Kitchen” in the memo.
Westview will keep you up to date on when this ministry begins!!
A list of needed donations can be found on Westview’s website: www.westviewpc.org.
Westview also needs a volunteer contractor who can help us install a new hood over the stove, build a shed and install
new sinks to help get this very meaningful and worthwhile project underway!!
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INTRODUCING THE NEWSLETTER COORDINATOR
Hi, there! I would like to introduce myself. I am Cindy, a third-/fourth-generation Japanese-American with a life-long
career in Nursing. I have no prior experience in publishing a newsletter, especially in this current day of technology and
social media. In fact, most people who know me well would say, lovingly, that I am very “technologically challenged.” I am
not a historian, nor a writer, nor an editor. However, our current Watsonville-Santa Cruz newsletter was about to enter
hiatus for an undetermined period of time as there were no potential editors to be found. This community newsletter has
become so much a part of how our readership of 250 to 300 keeps updated on the happenings within our community.
For that reason, I decided to be the coordinator of this publication.
The content of this new generation newsletter will not have the historically rich flavor that our previous editor, Mas
Hashimoto, brought to the Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL Chapter newsletter, and for this we apologize and are saddened.
We are grateful to Mas for his publications over the many years. We are ever so grateful that Mas will be continuing to
contribute in Mas’ column, Onward.
In this newsletter are our articles will include articles related to JACL’s mission, and to promote active participation in civic
and national life, and to secure justice and equal opportunities for all people. This newsletter provides an avenue for our
readers to receive information on civil rights and current events within our community.
Please be patient during this transition. Our plan is to publish “The Bridge” in February (this edition), March, May, August
and November. This publication will be constantly evolving as it takes its first steps in its first year of infancy.
Thank you, Mas, for your blessing of this new generation of the Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL newsletter, The Bridge.
—

Cindy Hirokawa Mine

Thank you to:
All the Contributors
Marcia Hashimoto: Proof-reading
Mas Hashimoto: Photographer
Jeanette Hager: Contribution and formatting

EVOLVING NEWSLETTER
This is an evolving newsletter. It is a reflection of the voices of our Community. Each voice is unique. This is a place for
the contributors to share their own views and opinions.
Please submit an article, email or mail us a note. We look forward to your comments and suggestions. Contact us at
wsc.jacl@gmail.com or Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL, PO Box 163, Watsonville, CA 95077.
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