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DONATIONS 
Thank you to those who have generously donated  
since our last issue.  We are so grateful for all who 
have donated.  It is through your support that we can 
continue to advocate for justice and equality for all. 

• Asayo Akiyoshi for DOREF/newsletter 
• Lester and Michelle Aoki for DOREF/greatest 

need 
• Arthur and Joanne Hayashi for DOREF/greatest 

need 
• Kokoro no Gakko, JACL Hall usage donation 
• Nora and Bill Louie for DOREF/greatest need 
• George Shimizu for DOREF/greatest need 
• Mitsuyo Tao, JACL Hall usage donation 
• Jennifer Ura Gavin in memory of Tom and Rosa 

Rodriguez 
• Iwao Yamashita for DOREF/education/scholarship 
• Jean Yamashita for DOREF/greatest need 
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 Mas Hashimoto, Photographer 
 Cindy Hirokawa Mine:  Newsletter Coordinator and 
  Editor 
 Victor Kimura, Recording and Acknowledging 
  Donations 
 Jeanette Hager:  Formatting 
 Newsletter Distribution Crew 
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 birds feasting on seeds— 
 our backyard feeder swings, sways— 
 I feast on shadows 

Haiku by Bob Gómez 
Watsonville Poet Laureate for 2022-2024 

Translation by Hiromi Ushimaru
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WATSONVILLE-SANTA CRUZ JACL: 
Getting to know your Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL Chapter Board Members 
This is a series of articles written by our Chapter Board members. 

Mas Hashimoto 

 My parents, Ikuta (1877-1938) and Nami Hashimoto (1893-1972), were immigrants from Fukuoka-ken, 
Japan.  My father spent six years (1899-1905) working as a cook on a sugar plantation in Hawaii.  He left 
Honolulu for San Francisco on April 18, 1906, the same day as the San Francisco Earthquake and Fire.  Nothing 
is known of his arrival. 
 In 1914, my mother came willingly as “picture bride.”  They were to have seven sons.  I am the seventh.  
When my father died in 1938, just before my third birthday, the restaurant business (specializing in udon--
noodles) closed, and we became farm workers. 
 During World War II, our family was incarcerated at the Salinas Assembly Center (April – July, 1942) and 
then at Poston II, Arizona (1942-1945). 
 I attended local schools and graduated from Watsonville High School (WHS) in 1953.  A graduate of 
Monterey Peninsula College, 1955; San Jose State College, now SJSU, in 1957 with a BA in social studies 
(major) and life science (minor), I earned a General Secondary Life Teaching Credential in 1958, my graduate 
year. 
 For 36 years (1960-1996), I had the honor and privilege to teach mainly US History at my alma mater to 
nearly 7,000 students.  I loved teaching history and served as department chairman for a term.  I am most 
proud of the many wonderful accomplishments of former students who are presently serving our community 
and nation. 
 I identify myself with the farm workers, having worked every summer in the fields since age ten (1945-1958) 
picking strawberries, raspberries, blackberries, and nearly everything that grew here.  There were no protective 
child labor laws then.  The money I saved provided my college education. 
  During the first “Cold War” against the Russians, I was drafted into the US Army (1958) and took my basic 
training at Fort Ord, CA.  Assigned to the top-secret Chemical Section of Sixth US Army Headquarters, Presidio 
of San Francisco, I learned of the potential disasters using chemical, biological, and nuclear weapons -- the 
weapons of mass destruction. 
 My Issei mother had a great influence on my life and teaching career.  When the field (farm) “bosses” 
chastised the little, old Issei ladies, they encountered the wrath of my mother, who, at the risk of being fired, 
told them off.  I admired her courage defending women who were working so hard and were so dedicated. 
 As a co-founding officer of the Pajaro Valley Federation of Teachers, I enjoyed serving in many different 
capacities assisting teachers, staff, administration, trustees, and students. 
 My after-school Alley Catz bowling club (1962-1996) for boys and girls also welcomed those physically and 
mentally handicapped students. 
 With math teacher and head chaperone, Jean Pogue, I taught and coached skiers—both boys and girls--for 
32 years.  Our home base was Badger Pass Yosemite.  Our Sno Catz skied in California, Nevada, Utah, Idaho, 
Oregon and Switzerland. 
 As a proponent for girls’ sports, I encountered stiff resistance from our boys’ athletic director, principal and 
the girls’ physical education teachers.  When Congress passed Title IX (1972), I was ecstatic: “No person in the 
United States shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be 
subjected to discrimination under any education program or activity receiving Federal financial assistance.” 
 I was an avid golfer, skier, photographer, world traveler, and author.  I enjoyed writing an occasional column 
for the local newspaper.  For over 25 years, I served as editor of the W-SC JACL monthly newsletter.  For the 
Watsonville Buddhist Temple, I was the editor of the 60th and 100th anniversary books. 
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 In 1992, on behalf of the W-SC JACL, I asked 
the WHS to award high school diplomas with a 
cap and gown ceremony to the Nisei students of 
the Class of 1942 who should have graduated 
with their classmates on June 12, 1942.  WHS 
was the first in the nation to remember and so 
honor these Nisei graduates.  UC Berkeley 
followed in September. 
 I organized the only reenactment of the 
forced removal of Japanese and Japanese 
Americans from their homes in 1942.  It was 
called "Liberty Lost ... Lessons in Loyalty."  I am 
grateful for the cooperation and goodwill of 
hundreds of people, city officials, public school 
children, civic organizations and businesses.  Our 
story was covered by the national and 
international press. 

   Today, I am grateful for the invitations to 
teach -- "The Japanese American Experience: 
The Incarceration" -- to thousands of students 
both public and private, around the Monterey 
Bay and Santa Clara Valley. 
   In 2018, at Susan Tatsui-D’Arcy’s (Director of 
Merit Academy and our chapter JACLer) 
invitation, TEDx filmed Mas’ “Racism and 
America’s Concentration Camps,” a 19-minute 
video (you can also view it on YouTube) that 
chronicles our country’s racist history and how 
to end it  in this country.  Nearly 250,000 
viewers so far have seen it. 
   I am happily married to the love of my life, 
Marcia Hashimoto, a retired kindergarten 
teacher.  We share a commitment of JACL’s 
mission to uphold the civil rights of all peoples, 

to build an appreciation for our historic culture and heritage, and to educate the community about racism and 
the unjust incarceration of Japanese and Japanese Americans during World War II. 
 Onward! 

Bonnie Chihara 

 I was born in Watsonville and grew up in Moss Landing and Aptos.  I’ve lived in 
this area for most of my life. 
 My parents were strawberry farmers- sharecroppers with Driscoll’s. We grew 
strawberries in Aptos, La Selva Beach and Watsonville.  I remember spending my 
summers picking berries with my sisters, our transistor radios propped in the crates 
as we listened to music while we worked.  We saved the money we earned and used 
that to pay for college.  I went to Cabrillo and studied woodworking/carving and later 
went on to become the woodworking teacher at the Santa Cruz Waldorf School for 
20 years. 
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 In 1994, I began taking taiko classes and have been a member of Watsonville Taiko ever since.  I have been 
a board member for many years and currently serve as the board secretary. 
 I am also a member of Mataro Miyabi Kai where we learn the traditional kimekomi form of doll making as 
well as Japanese history and culture. 
 I have only recently joined the JACL board and mainly serve as a liaison between the JACL and Watsonville 
Taiko. 

Chapter Reminders 
JACL Community Picnic:  Cancelled in 2022 due to COVID-19 Pandemic 
JACL Scholarship Deadline Reminder:  Wednesday, June 15, 2022 

JACL NATIONAL NEWS 
JACL Mourns the Loss of Secretary Norman Mineta 
May 4, 2022 
For Immediate Release 
Sarah Baker, VP Public Affairs, sbaker@jacl.org 
Matthew Weisbly, Education & Communications Coordinator, mweisbly@jacl.org 

 JACL is deeply saddened to hear of the passing of former Secretary Norman Y. Mineta, a true trailblazer in 
not only the Japanese American community but throughout the Asian American community and beyond. 
Secretary Mineta, known affectionately as “Uncle Norm,” was known for many things, including being the first 
Asian American Cabinet member, first under President Clinton and later President Bush.  He was a 10-term 
congressman, a former mayor, a champion for Japanese American redress, and campaigned for the passage 
of the ADA.  It was during his time as Secretary of Transportation under President Bush that Secretary Mineta 
shared his story of incarceration as a 10-year-old boy in Heart Mountain, Wyoming that helped shape the 
response by President Bush and others following the September 11th attacks.  Through all his work, he was 
also a truly supportive member of JACL and a staple of the organization. 
 Secretary Mineta was a hero and a pillar in our community.  He fought for civil liberties at the highest levels 
of government and remained a steadfast beacon of activists throughout his long career.  Members of our 
community remember him as a patriot and a friend who fought to make sure that America lived up to the 
ideals of justice that it promises.  His kindness and warmth helped to uplift those who he mentored and 
assisted throughout his time with the JACL.  We are left shocked and saddened by his passing, and we know 
that the JACL will not be the same without his guidance, leadership, and compassion.  However, we at the 
JACL will continue to strive to protect his ideals and legacy, and continue to devote our efforts toward the 
values of freedom and equality that Secretary Mineta held, and the goals and aspirations that he shared with us 
for our community and its future. 
 Secretary Mineta was unwavering in his support of the JACL over the years; he never stopped showing up 
in any way he could. Just last year, Secretary Mineta was named Honorary Chair of the Centennial Education 
Fund, in which he lent his voice and backing in ensuring future generations live in a more just and tolerant 
world.  Secretary Mineta’s deep involvement with the mission and values of the JACL led to the establishment 
of the Norman Y. Mineta Fellowship in 2007. 
 As painful as this loss is being felt in our community, we know that his wife Deni and his large extended 
family whom he loved so dearly are especially feeling this loss. We hope that knowing of the tremendous 
outpouring of love and support from so many across the country offers some comfort.  At this time we join 
them in grieving the loss of a great American and an even better friend. 
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Jeffrey Moy, JACL National President recalled, “I first met Secretary Mineta, then-Congressman, as a child in a chance 
encounter at a local hardware store in Maryland. I never imagined that years later I would be lucky enough for our paths to 
cross again and again, whether at various events in Washington, DC, or at JACL conventions. That so many others 
undoubtedly feel the same way underscores how important Norm was to our community and the impact he had across 
generations, whether through the various political positions he served or as a great friend and supporter of JACL. I will 
forever remember how he championed civil rights, working across the aisle with class and dignity, willing to listen but 
never straying from his core values. While his loss is immeasurable, his mentorship and support of our community leave 
an everlasting legacy for all of us to carry forward. 
Floyd Mori, former JACL National President and Executive Director stated, “Norm Mineta and his encouraging spirit 
will be sorely missed in the AANHPI community. He was one of a kind who was a shining star yet he served others willingly 
without question. He was a mentor and supporter of all that I did during the past 50 years. He was a dear friend who 
influenced my life always for the better. Our love and condolences to his family.” 
Michelle Amano, former JACL VP of General Operations and former Governor, Eastern District Council shared, “One 
of the stories I remember about my Uncle Norm was during a PSW fundraising dinner. Uncle Norm had taken time on 
Sunday after the dinner to meet with the NYSC board. We started by going around the room and introducing ourselves. 
He wanted to see where each of the board members resided.  This to me showed how Uncle Norm wanted to help foster 
the leadership of tomorrow and encourage them to pursue their goals or dreams. This is what he did by being a giant 
within the community. What he achieved in his life proved that anything is possible when you put your mind to it.” 
John Tateishi, former JACL Executive Director and former Chair JACL National Redress Committee said, “As the 
nation mourns the passing of Norm Mineta for his many contributions in his lifetime of public service, we in the 
community feel his loss on a deeply personal level and recognize that we have lost one of the best among us. Despite all 
his many achievements and national stature, Norm remained humble and never forgot his roots in the community and 
opened the portal through which hundreds of Asian Americans have passed to run for public office. And having worked 
with Norm for several years on the redress campaign, I know that he was a driving force of the JACL's redress effort even 
before we took the campaign public, and I know too that his leadership and dedication were instrumental in the success 
of the campaign. There would not have been redress without Norm Mineta, of that, I am absolutely certain.” 
Tom Oshidari and Sharon Uyeda, Co-Presidents of the San Jose JACL said, “We extend heartfelt condolences to the 
Mineta family. Norm leaves a legacy that began in his hometown of San Jose, where he became the first Asian American 
to be elected Mayor of a major city, to the indelible mark he left in Washington, D.C., as a Cabinet member for both 
President Clinton and President Bush.  We are proud to have had Norm as an honorary advisor of the San Jose Chapter 
for many years. Beyond his many achievements, Norm will be remembered also for his positive attitude and his 
remarkable ability to remember names of people he had met." 
Karen Narasaki, former JACL Washington Representative and former commissioner, U.S. Commission on Civil 
Rights said, “Our country has lost an extraordinary public servant, patriot, and civil rights leader. As the JACL Washington 
Representative, I had the honor of working with Secretary Mineta first on an amendment to the Civil Liberties Act to 
ensure that everyone who qualified for redress would be able to receive it.  
He was a brilliant legislative strategist. He also helped to ensure that the bilingual ballot provisions of the Voting Rights 
Act were not only reauthorized but expanded – one of the reasons why so many more Asian Americans are able to vote 
and so many more Asian Americans are getting elected to office 30 years later. That same year, I was given the assignment 
of asking him to address the JACL convention in Utah on the issue of marriage equality. The ask was only to remind JACL 
members how Congressman Barney Frank had moved redress out of his committee,  but Mineta insisted on taking a 
strong position supporting the right for same sex couples to marry. His speech is one of the reasons JACL maintained its 
historic position by a handful of votes. He told me that a good Congressman should be willing to risk losing donors and 
an election to be on the right side of history.  
I sat in meetings with him when he was Secretary of Transportation, after 9/11, with members of the South Asian, Middle 
Eastern, and Muslim communities, experiencing discrimination at airports where he committed to reminding the airlines 
of their obligations not to discriminate and am certain that Mineta is one of the reasons that President Bush made an early 
visit to a mosque to try to stem the backlash. Through it all, he mentored thousands of community leaders, young elected 
officials, and federal appointees. He was generous with his wisdom, with his time, and with his friendship.” 
Paul Igasaki, former JACL Washington Representative stated, “I am devastated to hear that our friend and hero Norm 
Mineta passed today. Our deepest sympathies are with Deni and the rest of his family. Norm was a towering public 

 5



May 2022
servant and he was one of the most genuine politicians I ever knew.  I was first impressed with him when I was in Chicago 
and he spoke at a JACL event as a new Congressman, the first Japanese American from the mainland.  Later, he would be 
the first Asian Cabinet Secretary.  He fought for Asian Americans and truly any needing justice throughout his career.  
Japanese Americans have always been proud of him and he never let us down, including carrying the heaviest burdens in 
seeking justice for the concentration camps that he and our families endured.  He intervened before it was “acceptable” 
pushing the JACL to take a stand for LGBTQ rights.  When Lou and I were working for JACL, any initiative I took on the Hill 
was guided by Norm’s wisdom.  As an Asian Presidential appointee, Norm was always our model and our leader. 
He also had a natural sense of humor.  He took Lou and I out when we arrived in DC as JACL’s lobbying team and regaled 
us with beltway jokes.  Ironically, he disproved two of them throughout our relationship.  “You can tell your friends in DC - 
they stab you in the chest” and “If you need a friend in DC, get a dog.”  Norm was a patriot and friend to all of us, beyond 
ethnicity and race, political party, gender, or sexual orientation.  If we honor him, we will try to steer his nation towards the 
fairness and goodness that were so much a part of his being.” 
Bob Sakaniwa, who now serves as the Director of Policy and Advocacy at APIAVote stated, “When I first came to 
Washington, D.C. I was a legislative assistant to a freshman member of Congress. But as luck would have it, my boss was 
on the House Public Works and Transportation Committee as Secretary Mineta was becoming chairman of that committee. 
After meeting him just once at a committee hearing he always remembered my name and took time to speak with me. I 
soon learned, he listened to and respected everyone whether a congressional staffer or high government official. He 
treated everyone with dignity.  
I watched in awe as I saw him establish, with his fellow colleagues, the Congressional Asian Pacific American Caucus. 
Secretary Mineta was always available to provide the history and context to issues JACL was fighting for, whether it was 
funding for the Civil Liberties Public Education Fund or justice for Japanese Latin Americans. Secretary Mineta was the rare 
political leader who reached the highest positions in public service and yet never lost his connection to his community. 
There will always be two distinct phases of DC political life for me, the one with Secretary Mineta and now the one where 
we must continue his legacy.” 
Kristine Minami, former JACL Director for Public Policy (Washington Representative) and former Governor, Eastern 
District Council shared, “The Honorable Norman Y. Mineta was the paragon of an honorable man and of honor in 
service.  He was devoted to his family, his friends, and his country, and he spent a lifetime working on behalf of all three.  
He was a man whose actions were always borne of conscience, integrity, and kindness.  He understood that his 
accomplishments were built on the foundation laid by those who came before him, and he made sure that any doors he 
opened stayed open for those who followed. Simply, his vision and leadership changed the landscape of the nation. He 
knew that politics and policy do not have to be partisan and that diversity of thought does not have to equate to 
divisiveness of action. He was generous and principled in everything he did.  He valued everyone, and he amplified the 
voices of those who often went unheard.  If you met him once, he remembered you.  
He truly made the world a better place, in a million different ways -- from ensuring access rights for individuals with 
disabilities to championing the civil rights of the LGBTQ and other communities to securing an apology and reparations 
for Japanese Americans incarcerated during WWII, to myriad accomplishments in the field of transportation, to name a 
few.  He was an exceptional man and incomparable leader, one in a million.  He built the road for us to continue forward 
progress, and he will be sorely missed. Thanks a million, Norm.” 
David Inoue, JACL Executive Director recalls, “Secretary Mineta was well known for his leadership in the Japanese 
American and Asian American community, especially with JACL. What I will remember most was at an event where 
everyone, as always, wanted to talk to him, but he took the time to pull my then eight year old son aside and spoke with 
him at length with all his attention. It was this warmth that guided Secretary Mineta throughout his career and made him 
such a great mentor to so many people. He often spoke of how important the words American Citizen were to him, and he 
provided us all with a model of how to be the best possible.” 

A Remembrance of a Dear Friend, Norman Y. Mineta  By Mas Hashimoto 
 Norman Yoshio Mineta passed away of a heart ailment with his family by his side in Edgewater, 
Maryland at age 90 on May 3, 2022. He was born to Japanese immigrants in San Jose on Nov. 12, 1931, and 
was the youngest of five children. He was 10 when Japan bombed Pearl Harbor, drawing the United States 
into World War II. 
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 In February 1942, President Franklin D. Roosevelt issued Executive Order 9066 by which Norm and his 
family along with 120,000 others of Japanese ancestry living on the West Coast were forcibly removed 
from their homes to one of ten concentration camps around the interior West, taking only what they could 
carry. 

 Norman was wearing his Cub Scout uniform and 
clutching a baseball mitt and bat when he and his 
siblings boarded a train in San Jose. He recalled a U.S. 
soldier confiscating the bat, calling it a deadly weapon.  
Photo from “Liberty Lost … Lessons in Loyalty” 
reenactment: Cub Scout Brandon Shimizu is portraying 
Norm in this reenactment.  The soldier is Randall 
Sparling. Rev. Shousei Hanayama, portraying Norm’s 
father, said, “Shikataganai, Norman.  It can’t be 
helped.”  Others (L-R) are:  Jeanette Otsuji Hager and 
Hank Cardona of WCCA, Police Chief Peter 
Chelemedos, and reporter J. P. Johnson.  Photo by 
Sayo Fujioka. 
   The Minetas were taken to Heart Mountain, 
Wyoming, a makeshift settlement surrounded by a tall 

fence and barbed wire. “Some say the internment was for our own good,” Norm later recalled. “But even as 
a boy of 10, I could see the machine guns and the barbed wire faced inward.” 
 In Wyoming, Norm struck up a friendship with a local Boy Scout named Alan Simpson, who came to visit 
the camp and later became a U.S. senator. Decades later, when Congressman Norm sought a reparations bill 
in the House, Simpson sponsored a companion bill in the Senate.  “He came through all that with the camps 
by just rising above any kind of resentment or bitterness,” Simpson told The Post in 2000. “You look at the 
way he’s handled it and how hard he’s worked since then and you say, ‘There’s a person of depth.’ ” 
 They stayed at Heart Mountain for only 18 months. The Mineta family had to be removed for their 
safety.  ‘No Nos,” pro-Japan, and others broke the windows of their barrack room when it became known 
that Norm’s older sister Etsu was engaged to Mike Masaoka, the Executive Director of the National 
Japanese American Citizens League (JACL).  Their misguided anger blamed Masaoka and the JACL for the 
incarceration.  The Minetas moved to the Chicago area, where their father — an insurance agent by trade 
— had volunteered to teach Japanese language courses to U.S. Army soldiers. 
 In Manzanar and Poston, JACL leaders were threatened and beaten.  They, too, had to be removed for 
their safety. 
 Norman Mineta was a teenager when his family was able to return to San Jose.  Norm graduated from 
the University of California at Berkeley in 1953 and then served for three years as an Army intelligence 
officer. He subsequently worked for his father’s insurance company in San Jose before being prepped by 
the city’s Japanese American community leaders for political office. 
 In his career, this insurance salesman served as Mayor of San Jose, a congressman for 20 years (Leon 
Panetta was elected at the same time.  Some thought Mineta was an Italian), as Commerce Secretary in Bill 
Clinton’s administration.  He was the first Asian American Cabinet member.  I asked Norm, “When you sold 
your first insurance policy did you ever think that you would …”  He started to laugh because he knew my 
next words, ” …  become Secretary of Commerce.” 
 During his tenure in Congress representing Silicon Valley from 1975 to 1995, he championed civil 
liberties and played a key role in the passage of the Civil Liberties Act of August 10, 1988, obtaining an 
official apology and compensation for Japanese and Japanese Americans who were forced from their homes 
during World War II when their ancestry made them objects of government suspicion.  Other Japanese 
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American congressional leaders at the time, including Rep. Robert T. Matsui (D-Sacramento) and Sens. 
Daniel K. Inouye and Spark Matsunaga of Hawaii, played crucial roles. 
 President, George W. Bush, tapped him as Secretary of Transportation in January 2001. His career was 
most sharply defined by the terrorist attacks by al-Qaeda on Sept. 11, 2001. After the second plane hit 
New York’s World Trade Center, Norm and his staff made an unprecedented decision to ground all 4,638 
planes in U.S. airspace. No emergency protocol had been established to bring them all down at once. All 
planes were grounded within two hours and 20 minutes. 
 While some in the nation wanted all Arab and Muslims in this country rounded up and placed in 
concentration camps, to his credit President Bush stated that we weren’t going to do to the Arab and 
Muslim Americans in this country like we did to Norm and his family.  Norm was in the right place and at 
the right time. 
 He oversaw the creation of the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) which took over 
responsibility for aviation security from airlines. The agency hired and trained tens of thousands of federal 
baggage screeners and implemented a set of strict rules that transformed the American airport 
experience.  He was charged with restoring confidence in air travel after the terror attacks.  
 When Hurricane Katrina hit Louisiana and other gulf states, the Transportation Department 
immediately went into action rebuilding roads and bridges so that fuel, food and supplies would aid those 
stricken.  

George W. Bush awarded him the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the nation’s highest civilian honor, 
saying Mineta was “a wonderful American story about 
someone who overcame hardship and prejudice to serve in 
the United States Army, Congress, and the Cabinet of two 
presidents. As my secretary of Transportation, he showed 
great leadership in helping prevent further attacks on and 
after 9/11., Norm has given his country a lifetime of 
service, and he’s given his fellow citizens an example of 
leadership, devotion to duty, and personal character.”  He is 
shown here with wife, “Deni” Mineta. 
 San Jose’s airport had been named in his honor in 2001—

Norman Y. Mineta International Airport.  “What an honor I told him.”  He replied, “Yeah, but this little old 
lady came after me at the airport.  ‘You Mineta?’ she asked. ‘Yes.’  “Well, there’s not enough ladies’ room in 
this airport!” 
 The once Secretary of Transportation should have a highway named after him, and today there’s the 
Norman Y. Mineta Highway (a portion of Highway 85 in San Jose.)  Light-heartedly, he told us not to call 
him if we get a speeding ticket on that stretch of the road. 
 When Norm was serving in Congress, a Los Angeles man sent him a token gift to make up for what he 
had lost as a boy. It was a bat that had belonged to and signed by Hall-of-Famer Hank Aaron. It was worth 
$1,500 — more than the $250 a House member could accept as a personal gift, according to federal rules 
— and Norm had to return the bat to its sender.  “The damn government’s taken my bat again,” he said at 
the time. Post script: When he worked briefly at Lockheed-Martin as a civilian before becoming Secretary 
of Transportation, the US Government returned the bat to Norm, saying they had no use for it. 
 During a quiet moment at the JACL Gala Dinner, Norm, Secretary of Transportation, asked if he could 
meet the young man who played him in our re-enactment of the evacuation, “Liberty Lost … Lessons in 
Loyalty.”  It was to be a memorable visit for Norm and Brandon. 
 When Norm was honored by the Panetta Institute for his service to this nation with the Jefferson-
Lincoln Award and with Larry Oda’s help, we arranged a meeting at The Inn at Spanish Bay, Pebble Beach.  
Brandon was 13. The 15-minute meeting went on for 45 minutes, to the annoyance of the Secret Service 
agent protecting Norm.  To the family’s delight, Norm signed Brandon’s Cub Scout cap: “Brandon:  Thanks a 
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million for your portrayal of me on the 60th anniversary.  Norm 
Mineta, Nov.  8, 2003.”   
 Norm wanted to come to our reenactment but the 9/11/01, 
attack on the Twin Towers of New York, had taken place seven 
months before. 
 Norm and I were on the same frequency and at gatherings, 
dinners, and conventions, we would gravitate toward each other 
for we were both the youngest in the family, experienced “camp,” 
our families were threatened by the pro-Japan and No Nos, 
served in the US Army, worked for JACL’s basic mission, and 
became public servants.  In my role as a public- school teacher, I, 
too, served the public.   
 One of the last remembrances that we have of our dear friend 
was when he stood up with our Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL 
chapter at the National Convention in Salt Lake City, UT in support of our Nisei 100th/442nd/MIS’s 
opposition of an apology resolution to the Tule Lake No Nos.  We lost that vote. 
 His first marriage, to May Hinoki, ended in divorce. In 1991, he married Danealia “Deni” Brantner. In 
addition to his wife of Edgewater, MD, survivors include two sons from his first marriage, David Mineta of 
San Jose and Stuart Mineta of Redwood City, CA.; two stepsons, Robert Brantner of West River, Md., and 
Mark Brantner of Johnson City, Tenn.; and 11 grandchildren. 
 I asked, “Of all the assignments you’ve had, which did you enjoy the most?”  Without hesitation, he 
replied, “Mayor of San Jose.  I saw things getting done!” 
 Think of Norm when you’re at the Norman Y. Mineta International Airport in San Jose or at any airport, 
at the National Japanese American Memorial to Patriotism in Washington, D.C., on the light rail in San Jose, 
on Highway 85, or when you think of our JACL mission for civil and human rights, for social justice and 
equality, and educational outreach on our Nikkei history.   

     Check Norman Y. Mineta and His Legacy 
Project:  An American Story on DVD. Also, 
check, What Does It Mean To Be An 
American?  The Mineta Legacy.  It’s free.  This 
curriculum is a great resource for teachers 
and students. 
    Norm help break the color-race-political 
barrier for Asian Americans in this country, 
for which we are eternally grateful.  
    He had a big heart, and for 90 years it 
served all of us.  Rest in peace. 

   Onward!  “Hey, Uncle Mas” … oh, that’s how Norm greeted me, and that’s another story. 

JACL Reaffirms Right to Reproductive Freedom 
May 3, 2022 
For Immediate Release 
Sarah Baker, VP Public Affairs, sbaker@jacl.org 
Matthew Weisbly, Education & Communications Coordinator, mweisbly@jacl.org 
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 On Monday, May 2nd, 2022, an initial draft of a supreme court opinion authored by Justice Alito that would 
strike down the Roe vs Wade decision was leaked to the public.  It is important to note that the right to choose 
is currently still protected by law and that this is a draft decision from the court.  The decision, however, if made 
official, would overturn the right to choose, protected by the 14th amendment of the constitution under the 
Roe vs Wade ruling for over 49 years. Erosion of the 14th amendment could then lead to the loss of 
constitutionally protected rights of individuals including the rights of people of color and members of the 
LGBTQIA+ community. 
 Justice Alito’s draft opinion states, “Roe was egregiously wrong from the start.”  This is language similarly 
used to describe the Korematsu case in an opinion by Justice Kavanaugh in the 2020 case Ramos vs Louisiana 
and echos a similar repudiation of the Korematsu decision in the Muslim Travel Ban case decided in 2018.  
Unfortunately, despite the court's declaration that the original Korematsu verdict was wrong, it has continued 
to demonstrate its willingness to declare egregious wrongs and continues to trample on individual rights as it 
did with the Muslim ban.  It is critical, therefore, that the court reassess its problematic past decisions to ensure 
that future declarations are spared from equally harmful abridgments of personal freedom. 
 This decision comes after many other state-level attacks on the right to choose such as the Texas law that 
went into effect in September of last year that placed a cash bounty on the heads of doctors that performed 
abortions after six weeks, which is often before a person even realizes that they are pregnant.  Lawmakers in 
Missouri considered legislation that would allow individuals to sue anyone who aided a person in crossing 
state lines for an abortion. 
 The JACL once again reaffirms its commitment to reproductive freedom and the right to choose whether 
and when to become a parent. JACL highlights that it was 30 years ago that our National Council officially 
adopted a resolution, titled Family Choice, at the 1992 convention supporting a person’s right “to choose and 
determine the course of their lives.”  JACL also calls on our elected representatives to pass legislation 
protecting the right to choose immediately instead of holding out on fundamental rights in order to have more 
talking points during upcoming election campaigns. 
 JACL executive director David Inoue states, “The language of this draft decision from the court is especially 
troubling for the implications it will have on the potential infringement of other individual rights.  We cannot be 
a United States of America if not everyone in our nation holds the same rights.  History has demonstrated that 
we cannot leave fundamental human rights to the jurisdiction of the states.” 

THE WISDOM OF BASEBALL’S GREAT YOGI BERRA TODAY  By Mas Hashimoto 
 Yogi Berra has joined Mark Twain (Samuel Clemens), Will Rogers, Mel Brooks (oops, he’s still above ground), 
and others comparing notes and quotes.  From his new surroundings, he is coaching us from afar. 

He died of natural causes at age 90 (May 1925-Sept 2015). Berra was a New York baseball stalwart, playing 
for the Yankees for most of his career and the Mets for a single year, then later coaching and managing both 

teams.  He was born in St. Louis, Missouri, the son of Italian 
immigrants. 
    Signing with the Yankees in 1946, Berra joined a team that was 
recovering from losing some of its best players to World War II – Berra 
himself had served in the U.S. Navy.  A catcher, he became one of the 
stars of the team's postwar years, alongside teammates including Joe 
DiMaggio and Mickey Mantle.  Those were spectacular years for the 
Yankees: In Berra's 18 seasons with the team, they went to the World 
Series 14 times and won 10 times.  Berra holds the records for most 
World Series appearances as well as most World Series wins.  He was 
also an All-Star in 15 seasons and was the American League Most 
Valuable Player (MVP) three times. 
    Berra retired from the Yankees in 1963, signing on as manager of the 
team.  He was quickly fired after the Yankees lost that season's World 
Series bid, then signed as a coach by the Mets.  In addition to coaching, 
he played in several games in his first season as the Mets' coach.  He 
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was with the Mets until 1975 and later became bench coach for the Houston Astros. 
 Known as a bad ball (pitch) hitter, Berra's career batting average was .285, with 358 home runs and 1,430 
RBIs.  He was elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1972, and the Yankees retired his No. 8. In retirement, he 
became involved with the Yogi Berra Museum and Learning Center at New Jersey's Montclair State University. 
 He was preceded in death by his wife, Carmen Berra, in 2014.  Three sons survive him. 
 Berra was famous not only for his baseball talents, but for his amusingly mangled aphorisms.  While he 
spoke mainly of baseball, his thoughts can be applied to today’s world. 
 Which of these quotes are important and meaningful to you today? 

“Always go to other people's funerals, otherwise they won't come to yours.” 
As I have aged, this thought is constantly on my mind. 

“If you don't know where you are going, you'll end up someplace else.” 
Politically, we may end up someplace else.  Be sure to vote. 

“You can observe a lot just by watching.” 
But, do get involved.  Vote. 

“It ain't over 'til it's over.“ 
Don’t give up.  We can beat the Coronavirus-19 by staying alert and following instructions.  This 
pandemic will remain with us until it’s over. 

“When you come to a fork in the road, take it.” 
How wise!  He wasn’t talking about a dining utensil. He wants us to decide which direction our nation is 
to take. Today, we are at a crossroad. 

“We made too many wrong mistakes.” 
Did he know of the election of 2016? 

“Love is the most important thing in the world, but baseball is pretty good, too.” 
Gotta love the San Francisco Giants and Oakland A’s. 

“In theory there is no difference between theory and practice.  In practice there is.” 
Practicing theory makes perfect? 

“You've got to be very careful if you don't know where you are going, because you might not get there.” 
We’re not there yet. 

“The future ain’t what it used to be.” 
Our generation lived through the Golden Era.  Our children and grandchildren will face difficult times. 

“If the world was perfect, it wouldn't be.” 
Wisdom for the ages. 

“Deja Vu All Over Again.” 
Difficult times are ahead “again and again.” 

“A nickel ain't worth a dime anymore.” 
He knew of the coming inflation. 

“It gets late early out here.” 
Time is passing too quickly now.  One must make the most of the time left. 

“I never said most of the things I said.” 
Politicians often take the 5th Amendment of self-incrimination. 

 Here are other enjoyable quotes. 
“Nobody comes here anymore, it’s too crowded” 
“Ninety percent of the game is half mental.” 
“Cut my pie (pizza) into four pieces, I don’t think I could eat eight.” 
“Never answer an anonymous letter.” 
“Half the lies they tell about me aren't true.” 
“I always thought the record would stand until it was broken.” 
“I wish I had an answer to that because I'm tired of answering that question.” 
“It's tough to make predictions, especially about the future.” 
“Pair up in threes.” 
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“I'd give my right arm to be ambidextrous.” 
“He must have made that before he died.” 
“Even Napoleon had his Watergate.” 
“I'm not going to buy my kids an encyclopedia. Let them walk to school like I did.” 
“Little League baseball is a very good thing because it keeps the parents off the streets.” 

Most wise:  “It ain’t over ‘til it’s over.” 
Don’t get discouraged.  Stay in the game.  Fight for justice! VOTE! 
 Please enjoy the wisdom of one Yogi Berra. 

Take care: stay heathy!  Onward!  Mas Hashimoto. 

SENIOR CENTER NEWS FOR MARCH AND APRIL 2022 
 By Carol Kaneko and Jean Yamashita 

Note: Please visit the Senior Center website, kizukahallseniors.wordpress.com, to view the complete monthly Senior 
Center News with more content and color photos. 

The Senior Center remains closed due to the coronavirus pandemic, but we are continuing our delivery of monthly treats to 
our seniors in/near the Watsonville area. 

Hideko Nagamine celebrated her 101st birthday on March 6th! In celebration of her momentous birthday, Hideko 
Nagamine and Family purchased delicious obento for all the Seniors. With the help of Kenny Cross (Yaeko Cross’ son), 
Mrs. Nagamine brought the obento to Kizuka Hall on March 17th for distribution. Mrs. Nagamine is so vibrant and active – 
she is truly incredible and inspiring! 

March 17th was also St. Patrick's Day so it was definitely a lucky day for the Seniors as they received the scrumptious obento 
from Hideko Nagamine and Family and all the following delightful goodies: pastry from the W-SC JACL Senior Center, St. 
Patrick’s Day favor from Eileen Byers, and madeleine-brownies from Reba Condon. 

Hope everyone had a hoppin’ good time on Easter Sunday! The Easter bunny brought many surprise treats to our Seniors on 
April 21st. The main dish was tasty beef chow fun prepared by Happy Garden Chinese Restaurant (1980 Freedom Blvd) and 
mandarin orange cups provided by the W-SC JACL Senior Center. Other treats included in the April delivery were Easter 
favors from Eileen Byers, Easter chocolate truffles from Dylan, Aubrie, and Alex (June and Sunao Honda’s grandkids), 
Easter sweets from June and Sunao Honda, and wafer cookies from Toshi Yamashita. 

We are so grateful for the delicious treats in our March goodie bag and all the marvelous Easter treats received for the Senior 
April goodie bag! ‘Domo Arigatō!’ to all our generous and thoughtful donors! 

We are grateful to our volunteers for all their help with packing and delivering our March and April monthly treats: Sharon 
Bobo, Reba Condon, Paul and Carol Kaneko, Gail and Bill Wurtenberg, Jean Yamashita, and Eiko Stewart. We are 
very appreciative of your help and support! 

Our March and April birthday honorees were: Hideko Nagamine (101), Ruby Nakamura (97), Yae Sakamoto (96), Chie 
Sakaue (92), Louise Sako (105), Marcia Hashimoto, and Emiko Kaita (95). They each received a mini bundt cake from 
the Senior Center. Happy Birthday to these wonderful seniors! 

The W-SC JACL Senior Center acknowledges the following monetary donations: 

Birthday donations gratefully received in March and April from: Haru Ishibashi, Jeanette Crosetti, Chie Sakaue, Louise 
Sako, and Marcia Hashimoto. 

Senior Center 51st Anniversary donation received from Louise Sako. 

Special donations gratefully received from Eiko and George Stewart in honor of their 50th Wedding Anniversary on 
March 26th, from Riiko Yoshida in appreciation, from Leigh and Noemi Sakaguchi in appreciation, and from Sandy Sams 
in memory of her father, James Izumizaki, with the following note: “He was a wonderful father and family man and a good 
husband too.” 

The W-SC JACL Senior Center appreciates the many kind and generous donations we have received. Your generosity will 
enable us to continue our monthly outreach to our sheltered-in-place seniors. Arigatō! 
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For those who wish to donate during this time when the Senior Center is closed, please make out your checks to: “W-SC 
JACL Senior Center” and send them to Carol Kaneko at 1835 Silvana Ln, Santa Cruz, CA 95062. Thank you for your 
generous support of our Senior Center.  

Special Note: Birthday and senior center anniversary donations are optional until the Senior Center can reopen again.  
Voluntary donations, however, are much appreciated. 

Again, please visit the Senior Center website, kizukahallseniors.wordpress.com, to view the complete March and April 
Senior Center News with photos in living color, as written and posted by Jean Yamashita. Thank you for your 
continued interest in and support of our Senior Center and its members. 

FRIENDS & FAMILY OF NISEI VETERANS MEMORIAL SERVICE  By Brian Shiroyama 
 The East Bay Regional Park District has given FFNV preliminary approval to gather on Armed Services Day, 
May 21.  Due to continuing COVID-19 concerns, we will hold only a short memorial service.  The Park Service 
will provide folding chairs in the memorial grove.  FFNV will provide bags with water and a small snack, but we 
will not have our usual shared meal afterwards. 
Here are the details: 
 WHEN: Saturday, May 21, 2022, 12 Noon 
 WHERE: Roberts Regional Recreation Area located at 10570 
Skyline Blvd, Oakland, CA 
 Check Friends and Family of Nisei Veterans on Facebook or our 
website at ffnv.org to confirm before heading over.  The weather is 
unpredictable, so be prepared for fog and mist under the 
redwoods.  To inquire if we have cancelled due to weather, text 
Brian Shiroyama at 408-896-1021. 
 Due to COVID concerns, the membership meeting scheduled 
for February 12, 2022, has been canceled. The memorial service, 
the 30-year anniversary of the planting of the redwood tree by E 
Co, 442 veterans, is still being planned for May 21, 2022.  The East 
Bay Regional Park officials will decide by the end of April if it 
should be canceled.  It looks promising so far since it will be in the open air.  Please check www.ffnv.org for the 
latest information or by emailing Brian at bshiroyama@gmail.com or texting 408-896-1021. 

JAPANESE CULTURAL FAIR 2022 
MISSION PLAZA PARK - 103 EMMETT ST., SANTA CRUZ, CA

SATURDAY, JUNE 4, 2022

                                                       MAIN STAGE SCHEDULE

For more details, see https://www.jcfsantacruz.org 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Lawson Sakai and Tom Graves taken at the 
FFNV Memorial Service 2020.

2:00   Shakuhachi (Bamboo Flutes) / Karl Young
2:30   Bon Odori (Folk Dance) / Chieko
          Audience Participation
3:00   Shamisen / Bachido
3:30   Okinawan Dance / Ohtori Kinsen-Kai
4:00   Awa Odori (Folk Dance) / Sakura Ren
5:00   Taiko / San Francisco Taiko Dojo
Free Shuttle van (provided by Toyota of Santa 
Cruz) from the County Building on Ocean St --
every 20 minutes--to the Fair.

11:00   Chanting / Zen Center Members
11:30   Taiko / Watsonville Taiko Group
12:00   Martial Arts Demonstration/Aikido of Santa 
Cruz
12:30   Storytelling / Megumi
  1:00   Official Greetings/ Mayor of Santa Cruz
            Japanese Consul General at San Francisco
1:30    Minyou (Folk Song & Dance) / Matsutoyo Kai

Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL will have a 
small educational booth this year.  Please 
stop by for a visit.  We hope to return to 

our regular offerings in 2023.

http://ffnv.org
https://www.jcfsantacruz.org
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WATSONVILLE BONSAI CLUB  By Charlie Thompson 
The Watsonville Bonsai Club upcoming meeting dates are: 
 May 14, Saturday, Meeting at JACL Kizuka Hall 1:30 PM 
 May 23, Monday, Meeting at JACL Kizuka Hall 6:30 PM 
 June 11, Saturday, Meeting at JACL Kizuka Hall 1:30 PM 
 June 27, Monday, Meeting at JACL Kizuka Hall 6:30 PM 

WATSONVILLE TAIKO AND SHINSEI DAIKO  By Bonnie Chihara 
 On April 24th twenty-five members of Watsonville Taiko and our sister group Shinsho Mugen Daiko from 
Monterey drummed for the runners and walkers at the Big Sur Marathon.  We were inspired by everyone’s 
strength and determination to finish the race- it gave us the energy to drum continuously for hours! 

Our classes- 
Fridays  Saturdays 
 10-11am-Beginning adults   9-10am-Taiko for Health 
 11:15-12:30pm-Taiko to Health 
 4:30-5:30pm-Beginning Children 
 7-8pm-Beginning Adults 

Contact our business manager Kay Miyamoto at 831 475 1088 or email us at info@watsonvilletaiko.org to sign 
up for classes. 

Our upcoming schedule- 
 Saturday, May 14th - UCSC Matsuri, Oaks College lawn area, 2pm 
 Sunday, May 15th - Private Memorial 
 Saturday, June 4th - Japanese Cultural Fair, Mission Plaza Park, 11am 
 Sunday, July 24th - Wharf to Wharf, Capitola 
 Saturday, July 30th - La Selva Beach Library, 1pm 
 Sunday, August 21st - Five Branches Graduation, Asian and Latin Gardens, Scott’s Valley 
 Please check our website for updates at watsonvilletaiko.org 

WATSONVILLE BUDDHIST TEMPLE  By Rev. Hosei Shinseki 
Gotane 
 “It is evident that the Shonin was a manifestation of Amida Nyorai.  Therefore, his teaching must be 
regarded as a direct communication of Amida, which is one hand to dispel the darkness of this defiled world 
by means of the pure light of wisdom, and on the other to give the necessary moisture by sending down the 
spiritual rain of nectar on us who are ignorant and confused and dying of dryness of heart, so let us, in adoration believe this.” 

 This month we celebrate the birth of our founder Shinran Shonin.  It is a time for us to reflect on his life and more 
importantly his teaching and fulfill his wish that we all experience stability and peace of mind now, at this moment.  The 
question is, “Who needs stability and peace of mind?” 

 How many of you sometime have used bad language?  How many have done bad or nasty things?  How many have hurt 
others by your words?  How many of you have criticized or talked behind the backs of others?  How many of you have 
anxiety over the effects of your thoughts words and actions that you have used?  How many of you feel unfulfilled, not loved, 
not understood?  If you answered yes to just one, then you need stability and peace of mind. 

 Shinran called himself a bald, ignorant fool because he suffered anxieties over his thoughts, words and actions.  And for 
that reason, he desired realization of the Pure Land or enlightenment itself.  Because, when our thoughts are directed towards 
the Pure Land, we become more conscious of this life, of this moment. 
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 This is the reason we need to listen to the Buddha’s teachings and that is why we say Namoamidabutsu.  We listen to the 
Buddha’s teaching to cultivate the mind and heart that realizes that everything we do, one step, one smile, one sourpuss face, 
even one thought, affects my life and the life of others.  When we understand this, we call the Buddha’s name, 
Namoamidabutsu. 

 And when we recite the Buddha’s name it is an expression that this or that affects my life, and has affected my life. It is 
actually taking effect on my life at this very moment.  To say Namoamidabutsu, is to know and experience the fact that my 
world of truth affects my life, has affected my life and continues to affect my life at this very moment.  Despite our anxieties, 
we may continue to live with stability and peace of mind. 
Gassho, 
Rev. Hosei Shinseki 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS: 

 Lesly & David Dietrich Teresa Mendoza Carol Steele 
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On behalf of the Sangha of the Watsonville Buddhist Temple, we wish to  
extend our deepest condolences to the families of

Hisako Kajisa and Shizuko Kikuchi.

Namo-Amida Butsu

BCA Ministers Association 
Statement on the Russian Invasion of Ukraine

Guided by the Buddhist principles of Wisdom & Compassion, the Ministers Association of the Buddhist Churches 
of America opposes the Russian invasion of Ukraine. Buddha taught that Greed, Hatred, and Ignorance are 
poisons, and we see all three fueling this war. 

Wisdom recognizes that all things are Interconnected, and the fallout from this war will affect not only the 
innocent civilians and refugees but so many others as well, from the soldiers on both sides, to the environment and 
to the entire world. 

Buddha’s Compassion recognizes that all life has value and happiness for all beings is the ideal. This is seen in the 
Metta Sutta with the aspiration, “May all beings be happy – May they be joyous and living in safety.”  Our 
founder, Shinran Shonin, expressed the wish, “May there be peace in the world.” 

We are in favor of relief to the victims, and call for this war to end. 

Temple COVID Update

The Temple is now open for Sunday services.  Masks are required when inside the church.

We will be following our COVID guidelines and will keep you apprised of any changes.  Your patience 
and understanding is greatly appreciated during these challenging times.
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Tentative Schedule of May & June 2022 Events 
[Sunday Services will be in-person and live streamed on Temple YouTube channel] 

Sun., May 15 & 22, 2022 - Sunday Service @ 10am 
Sun., May 29 - Memorial Day Cemetery Services 
 9am Pioneer; 10am PV Memorial Park; 11:30am San Juan Bautista 
Sun., June 5, 2022 - Sunday/Shotsuki Hoyo/Graduation Service @ 10am 
Tues., June 7, 2022 - Temple Board (Zoom) Meeting @ 7pm 
Sun., June 12, 19, and 26, 2022 – Sunday Service @ 10am 
July 1 - 4, 2022 Fireworks Sales 
NO RUMMAGE SALE this year in August 2022 

Watsonville Buddhist Temple 
Temple Office Telephone (831) 724-7860 

Temple Office is temporarily closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  By Appointment only. 
Email:  buddhist@wbtemple.org   Website:  www.wbtemple.org   Twitter: Twitter@WatsonvilleBT 
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SAVE THE DATE 
TRI-TEMPLE GOLF TOURNAMENT - August 20, 2022 

  

All skill levels are welcome to sign up and join us for a fun day of golf at  
the beautiful Crazy Horse Ranch Golf Club in Salinas.   

 

 
 
 
 
 

We are looking for sponsors from the three temples, so please contact  
your local temple to be a sponsor.  For more information,  

you can email us at centcoasttritemple@gmail.com 
 

Sponsored by Monterey Peninsula Buddhist Temple, Salinas Buddhist  
Temple & Watsonville Buddhist Temple 

Temple  
Fireworks 

Booth 

WE NEED YOU 
 

Date: July 1– July 4 
Time: 11:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

WE NEED YOUR HELP AT THIS YEAR’S 
FIREWORKS BOOTH 

 

Our Fireworks fund raiser is one of the Temple’s biggest                       
fund raisers and we need your help.  This year’s booth has been                   

reconfigured with distance markers, plastic shielding, disinfectants 
and face masks to help keep everyone safe.  

 

If you cannot help in the booth, you can still support the temple by 
bringing food (individually wrapped is preferred), buying fireworks, 

waving a flag or stopping by and giving your support. 
Please contact Perry or the office so we can schedule your shift or know 

what day you are bringing food for the temple volunteers. 
 

Perry Yoshida @ 831.239.7540 - perryy761@aol.com 
Temple Office @ 831.724.7860 - buddhist@wbtemple.org 

 

Temple Parking Lot 
Trip to Japan in 2023: May 6 - 20, 2023 

2023 World BWA Conference & 850th Anniversary of the Birth of Shinran Shonin 

 Tentative Schedule 
 Tokyo - 2 Days 
 Kyoto - 4 Days—Including Anniversary Celebration 
 Kagoshima - 3 Days 
 Kumamoto - 1 day 
 Fukuoka - 2 Days 
 Hiroshima 2 Days 

Detailed schedule will be shared shortly.  Please contact Rev. Shinseki (email: RevHosei@gmail.com or 
buddhist@wbtemple.org) if you are interested in joining the tour.  You may also leave a message at the Temple 
Office (831-724-7860) if that is more convenient for you. 

First-come; first-serve.  Tour will be limited to 30 people. 
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WATSONVILLE MARCH 19, 2022 MEMORIAL VIGIL 
    By Takeshi Mizuno, Kathryn Mizuno and Shizue Shikuma 

A happy and surprising vigil in the rain in Watsonville on Saturday March 19, 2022!  The vigil was held in 
memory of eight people including six Asian women who were killed by a young, white man in the Atlanta Spa 
shootings on March 16, 2021.  In the non-stop rain, everyone stayed for the entire hour-long vigil.  Members of 
Watsonville High School’s Asian American Pacific Islanders Student Union, with their advisor Benjamin 
Akiyama, and one student of Santa Cruz High School’s Asian American Pacific Islanders Student Union were 
among the 20 people at this vigil.  The students had organized themselves to join the vigil, and brought their 
own placards.  It is very meaningful that the high school students organized themselves to join this vigil, and 
this inspires much hope for the future. 

In community, 
Takashi Mizuno Kathryn Mizuno Shizue Shikuma 

SANTA CRUZ ASIAN AMERICAN PACIFIC ISLANDER 
HERITAGE FESTIVAL 2022 

Celebrating those who sustain us and recognizing the 
contributions and cultural heritage of Asian Americans and Pacific 
Islanders (the AAPI community) in Santa Cruz County. 
This event will be a one day, in-person educational event and 
cultural celebration with a collection of virtual events to elevate the 
visibility of the AAPI community in Santa Cruz. 
Schedule of Events on Saturday, May 21, 2022 

• Outdoor AAPI food pop-ups, outside location near the 418 
area: 12pm-4 pm 

• Workshops and breakout groups in the 418 facility: 11am-4 pm 
• AAPI historical land recognition 
• Lost Chinatowns - Virtual Dance Showing 
• API Youth Space Workshop 
• Bitter Cotyledons Seed Workshop: A Queer/Trans and Asian 

radical plant growers collective 
• Resource tabling /information: 11-5 pm  
• Intergenerational Social 
• Visual exhibit at the 418 (All day) 
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IG: AsianAmericansSC)

Celebrating Those Who Sustain Us

,

JOIN US   11am-5pm 

 
 

More information
aapisc.org/festival 

aapiSantaCruz@gmail.com

FB: Asian Americans in the 
Santa Cruz Area 

(a group for & by AAPIs)
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WESTVIEW PRESBYTERIAN CHIMES 

An Interview With Jane Sugidono! 
 Westview Church is a beautiful treasure with a beautiful history of being a 
family of people who seek God, support each other in good times and bad, and 
serving the community. The church is the people. Amen! 
 Jane Sugidono is one of those treasures of our church. She will be 87 soon, and 
just moved into Valley Heights. I got the joy of interviewing her recently. May you 
be blessed by her courage in the face of difficulty. 
 Jane shared, “Louise (age 105!) and Ray Sako grew strawberries with my 
parents. They were sharecroppers with Driscolls, Louise treated me like her 
daughter.  You see, I did not have a mother. My mom died in a tragic accident in 
Avila beach being hit by a large wave during a Picnic with me and my sister (Jane 
was 5 yrs old at the time). ” They were just sitting and reading.  “The water came 
up high and there were logs tossing in the surf, mom was laying reading a book. As 
she was dying her last words were our [Japanese] names: Fumiko Estuko.” So Jane’s dad raised them all by himself. “In 
those days men were involved in Buddhist church and dad was popular there. Dad was Buddhist. Good friends of dad helped 
him, as he raised us children on his own. He worked all day then came home to laundry, and cook, and fix our shoe laces.” 
Jane said he did not want them to be laughed at. He grew Strawberries near San Andreas road, as a transition worker, working 
wherever there was work. “Dad had hard life, “she said. Jane remembers Dr Miura (age 108 in June!) took her tonsils out 
when she was little. 
 “When The War broke out they shipped dad to snow country (North Dakota) because they thought he was a spy.” He was 
forced to go there, but he told his daughters he went there to “work.” Jane was 5 and her mom had just died. “We stayed at a 
children’s village, an orphanage, in Manzanar [an incarceration camp] in the middle of the California desert.” She recalled, 
“Those in the adult camp had to wait in line to eat, but in the children’s village we did not. We had a Caucasian cook who 
made us anything we wanted. He made cake for each of us on our birthday.” (I respect her resilience in that she could see 
some of this in a positive light.) She remembers that they could not go to the store because stores said “no Japanese allowed 
here.” Jane has pictures of when she was little there, at Manzanar, from when a photographer came to the camp. “After the 
war dad came to pick us sisters up, but we did not know who he was, it had been so long! He said, ‘I am your dad.’” The 
Japanese woman in charge of the orphanage adopted one of the girls and the girl eventually became mayor of SF—how 
wonderful! “It feels like nobody knows about Manzanar!” said Jane. 
 Before the war they were living in Fresno and that’s where they returned after the war. 
They worked all over, as their dad found work. “Then dad became foreman for Minami, a lettuce family. And we no longer 
had to move all over to find work! The Minami family treated dad well.” Then her dad heard Watsonville was a good, 
prosperous strawberry place and then settled there with Driscolls, when Jane was 8 or 10. “I was raised a Buddhist. Then I 
went to the Lutheran church with my friends in Fresno.” She asked her dad,  “Should I not go there since you are Buddhist?” 
He replied,  “Do not worry go where you want.” When she came to Watsonville her friends went to Westview, so she went 
with them. 
 She got married in 1956 to Jiro at the Westview chapel. Jiro was a Watsonville native. He was farming strawberries, 
helping her father and that is how they met. Jane will be 87 soon and has four children: Doug, Steven, Lori and Ron. She is 
proud of her children and grandchildren. 
 Jiro and his brother Ichiro Sugidono, while being interned (incarcerated) for being Japanese, both volunteered to fight for 
the United States in WWII serving in the most decorated unit in U.S. military history, the 442nd , a fighting unit composed 
almost entirely of second-generation American soldiers of Japanese ancestry (Nisei). (Thank you for your service!) 
 “Jiro used to coach boys’ basketball at Westview. The Buddhist people asked him to keep score, then he eventually 
coached.” Kids said to him later,  “It is because of you I got on my school team.” “I really loved Westview and am glad my 
kids got to go there and grow up in the church.”  When asked about the church now she said, “You are doing a wonderful job. 
I hear a lot of good things about Westview currently. Diane Mio is wonderful and has been so helpful me.” 
 You are a wonderful Westview family with a rich history, of very resilient, gracious, hard-working people of integrity, that 
goes all the way back to 1898. It is a delight to be worshipping again in person with you all, for you are such a warm family! 
God bless you, and bless us, as we continue to draw near to God’s love and help others draw near as well. 
Pastor Dan 
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May 2022
 

Photos 
(from left to right) 

Our newly painted Church (thank you  
Iglesia de Cristo) and local Pastors celebrating 

Good Friday Service together. 

 

More Photos 
(from left to right) 

Dorothy Lennon turned 100 in 
March, Nancy’s mother Ann Marie 
receiving a floral arrangement 
from the Deacons, Sheri and Polly 
making the arrangements and 
supplies that the Deacons gave to 
the children of Iglesia de Cristo. 
 

Live Worship Services at Westview!! 
 Live Worship Services have resumed at Westview 
Presbyterian Church!!  Worship Service begins at 10 am. 
 Please wear a mask to make sure the most vulnerable 
among our members/friends are safe. 
 If you are not able to attend church in person, you can still 
join us for Westview Zoom Sunday Online Worship Service!  
If you would like to watch the Zoom Live Worship Services 
as it happens at 10 am on Sunday please send Westview an 
email at westviewpc@gmail.com so that your name/email 
address can be added/accepted to our Zoom live recordings 
and you can receive an automatic email reminding you of our upcoming live services.  If you 
are in need of any assistance with Zoom please call Westview at (831) 724-6222 and leave a 
message. Someone will call you back as soon as possible. 
 Either in-person or by Zoom, come enjoy the warm company of the Westview Family as we 
Celebrate God's presence among us! Photos above are members of Westview cleaning the Church before live Worship 
Services begin again at our newly painted Church (thank you Iglesia de Cristo). 

** If you are in need of any assistance during this time please do not hesitate to call Westview at  
(831) 724-6222 and leave a message.  Someone will call you back as soon as possible. ** 

Wednesday Zoom Scripture Reflection & Mid-Week Check-In 
Wednesdays at 4 pm. The link is emailed out weekly. Please send Westview an email at westviewpc@gmail.com if you 
would like to automatically be sent a link/reminder on a weekly basis about our Wednesday Mid-Week Check-Ins. 

SonRise Kitchen Update 
The SonRise Kitchen continues to serve breakfast 5 days/week at the Plaza Park in Watsonville.  Thank you to all our 
volunteers!  Micky, you make great soup!  Thanks also to Polly, Michael, Shizue, Victor, Mary Lou, Sheri, Judith, Sabrina 
and of course Margo.  Those that we serve greatly appreciate it! 

Sew Fun Sewing Circle 
Tuesdays, 9:30-12:30 in the dining room at Westview, led by Rachel Clark and Peg Pierce - quilting, clothing 
construction, fabric and color selection, tote bags, quilted postcards, and more!  Join us! 
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WATSONVILLE - SANTA CRUZ JACL MEMBERSHIP FORM
     We would be honored to have you and your family members join our W-SC JACL Chapter.  Please consider giving “gift” 
memberships to members of your family.
     With membership, a digital Pacific Citizen is included with email address.  Subscription for a printed copy of the Pacific 
Citizen (PC) is an additional surcharge of $17 a year, payable to National JACL, 1765 Sutter St, San Francisco, CA  94115.
Individual Membership:

______ $85 Includes National JACL annual dues, Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL chapter dues, and our newsletter.
Family/Couples:

______ $155 Includes two National JACL annual dues, Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL chapter dues, and our newsletters.
It also includes all children under the age of 14.Youth/Student:

Youth/Student:
______ $30 For each youth/student ages 14 to 24, includes National JACL annual dues, W-SC JACL youth/student

membership, and a digital Pacific Citizen. Youth membership is required for scholarship eligibility.
For Thousand Club Life ($3,000), Century Club Life ($5,000), and Millennium Club ($1,000 each year) and additional 
membership categories, pleases contact the National JACL at jacl.org.

Name: 
Last Name First Name Middle Name

Spouse’s Name: 
Last Name First Name Middle Name

Home phone:  (            )   Email: 
For family membership, please list names and ages of all children under the age of 14:

Name:   Age: 

Name:   Age: 

Please send your tax-deductible check payable to Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL and mail to:
Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL, Membership Chair, PO Box 163, Watsonville, CA 95077

We truly appreciate your support.  Check out our websites:  watsonvillesantacruzjacl.com  and  jacl.org
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