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“The Bridge 橋”
The Voice of Our Community
Kokoro no Gakko 2022 Incarceration Haiku
Honoring the Memory and Legacy of

Mas Hashimoto

6 / 7 / 8th Graders:
Bused to my new home
Angry waving and cursing
What did I do wrong?
By: Rina (Katerina) Mataira
I sit on my cot
Wishing I could break the fence
But nothing would change
By: Makiko (Eva) Hernandez

Submitted by Bob Gómez

Carving into wood
The bald eagle spreads its wings
Flying to freedom
By: Shinju (Iliana) Fahey-Vivo
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Dry Sierran land
I cry for my comfy home
And friends left behind
By: Tetsuya (Alvin) Romero-Martinez
Just the eight of us
Eight cots, one for each of us
Eight strangers walk in
By: Tooru (Michael) Reams
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5th Graders:

My father taken
The night of December 8th
By the FBI
By: Akari (Kaleah) Alanis

I glance from the bus
A prison among the dust
“You will live here now.”
By: Meriko (Mackenzie) Mori Meyers

Seemed like a ghost town
I leave the bus, one suitcase
Every face is sad
By: Aiko (Mia) Potter

Hostage in horse stalls
So loyal (just not to them)
Loud silence taunts all
By: Misaki (Emunah) Minami

A feeling of dread
Creeps over me as soon as
I start to wave bye
By: Mai (Amelie) Dillon

As they brought us in
Disappointment struck me hard
This was only jail
By: Toshio (Kono) Capuano

Ears wanting answers
Heard “staying here forever…”
I believed sadly
By: Rei (Madison) Song

Leaving Manzanar
As I return there in dreams
Screams still haunting me
By: Emiko (Emiko) Pozzi
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Thank you to those who have generously donated since our last issue. We are so grateful for all who have
donated. It is through your support that we can continue to advocate for justice and equality for all.
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• Stanley Stevens in memory of Carli Stevens
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WATSONVILLE-SANTA CRUZ JACL

Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL established in 1934
It is with gratitude to our Issei, Nisei, and Nisei soldiers who have persevered through unimaginable difficulties
and have sacrificed to enable us to have the opportunities and voice that we have today that we continue to
speak out for the civil and human rights of all people and to educate on our Nikkei incarceration that should
never happen again.
Liberty, equality and freedom to speak and act should be granted to each of us and we should always be
cognizant that it is not to be at the expense of another’s rights.
We are forever grateful. May each succeeding generation carry on our mission to ensure equality for every one.
Thank you to all who have come together for this convention.
On behalf of the Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL, we honor the following JACLers for establishing, maintaining,
and promoting the future of the JACL.

In Memory of
Norman Yoshio Mineta

In Honor of
Katherine C. Tobin, PhD

In Honor of
Bruce Arao

November 12,1931 - May 3, 2022

We are grateful to the Postmaster
General and the Citizens' Stamp
Advisory Committee for
memorializing our Nisei soldiers with
the "Go For Broke" forever stamp,
June 3, 2021.

Youth Vice Chair, Northern
California Western Nevada
Pacific District

Photo taken at the National JACL
Convention’s Sayonara Banquet, 2014
In memory and gratitude for all the
work that he has done for our country
and our Nikkei community.

Watsonville-Santa Cruz
JACLer

Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL and
JACLer of the Biennium.

Watsonville-Santa Cruz Chapter Board
Joe Bowes
Bonnie Chihara
Jeanette Hager

Mas Hashimoto
Victor Kimura
Marcia Hashimoto
Kenny Kusumoto
Cindy Hirokawa
Gary Mine
Bruce Arao, Vice Chair, NCWNP 2022 District Youth Board
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Rodney Ogawa
Sean Sheehan
Norris Woodford

￼

September 2022

Katherine C. Tobin, JACLer of the Biennium By Marcia Hashimoto
With great honor and pride, the Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL nominated Katherine C. Tobin, PhD, for the 2020-2022
National "JACLer of the Biennium" Award. Katherine is a dedicated member of our chapter who has contributed
significantly to the strength and positive regard for our Japanese American Community. She is also a Watsonville High
School Foundation Hall of Fame honoree for her contributions to better understanding among nations.
Katherine's career path has been impressive as an educator and Dean at the University level; in market research for the
international business division of Hewlett-Packard Corporation and IBM; and as senior director of research at Catalyst in
New York City, an organization which works to advance women and people of color in business and law.
Most noteworthy is the recent sixteen years of Katherine's career. She has served as a member of the Board of Governors
for the U.S. Postal Service, nominated by President Bush and confirmed by the U.S. Senate; as Deputy Assistant Secretary
for Performance Improvement in the U.S. Department of Education, appointed by President Obama; and as Commissioner
appointed for six years by Congressional leadership to the U.S.-China Economic & Security Review Commission.
Since 2012, Katherine has served on the U.S. Postal Service's Citizen Stamp Advisory Committee dedicated in her
advocacy of stamp subjects that honor the diversity of American society, its rich history, cultures and environment.
Collectively, this committee submits to the Postmaster General (PMG) for approval a list of 12-15 stamps out of tens of
thousands of suggestions received each year. During Katherine's tenure, the PMG approved these "Forever" stamps - Cherry
Blossoms, 2012; Gift of Friendship with Japan Dogwood Blossoms, 2015; Medal of Honor recipients in 2015 which included
Daniel K. Inouye and George Sakato both of the 100th/442nd; incarceree and artist Ruth Asawa in 2020; and most recently
the Go For Broke in 2021 honoring the 100th/442nd/MIS. This was a dream come true and we can express our appreciation
by purchasing these commemorative stamps at your local post office.
Katherine Tobin is the first non-Nikkei woman to receive this National JACL award since its initial presentation in 1956.
Katherine's U.S. History teacher, Mas Hashimoto, proudly submitted her nomination and is with us in spirit as we celebrate
and honor Katherine with gratitude for her dedicated support of our Japanese American Community and her admirable
service to our country.

Katherine Tobin, JACLer of the Biennium Award Acceptance Speech at the JACL 2022 Annual
Convention, Thursday, August 4th – Awards Luncheon, Las Vegas, Nevada
By Katherine Tobin, Ph.D.
Thank you, thank you very much, President Moy.
Good afternoon JACLers. Isn’t it wonderful to be together again, in person? This is the third time I have attended
JACL’s conventions. I am very honored to be here with you today. I traveled from Alexandria, Virginia. I’m a proud, longtime member of JACL’s Watsonville-Santa Cruz chapter.
Let me begin, please, by expressing myself in the beautiful language I learned as a child.
Minasan, kon'nichiwa!
Honjitsu, JACL 2022 de minasan to goissho dekiru koto wa yorokobashi’i kagiri desu.
Kono subarashī shō o jushō dekita koto o taihen kōei ni omoimasu.
Dōmo arigatōgozaimashita.
This beautiful award was presented to me. I accept it humbly, having worked hard, persistently, patiently, over a long
time advocating for what I knew to be very important. The U.S. Postal Service recognizes through its commemorative stamp
program only “the best of the best of America.” These four stamps show you – visually - the incredible contributions of
Japanese Americans to our country and our country’s strong connection and friendship with Japan.
The most compelling story here among the four stamps, the one you should never forget is that of the Japanese American
veterans of WWII. Millions served in the U.S. military, but only the U.S. Army’s 442nd Regimental Combat Team sacrificed
so much, served so valiantly, and fought so successfully as did the 442nd. They did so in a moment, as you well know, when
their families and friends were totally stripped of their civil rights. They proved, beyond any doubt, their commitment and
value to an America by which they had been so badly wronged.
The other three stamps also tell important stories. There is artist and educator Ruth Asawa. I knew her when I lived in
the California Bay area, but when this stamp was issued, I learned she was a superstar, truly “ichiban,” in the design world, a
real rock star. Her stamps have almost sold out.
Turning to another stamp. You all know the fact that the Japanese government donated cherry blossom trees to the U.S.
where they were planted in Washington, DC along the Tidal Basin in the early years of the 20th century. They were a gift of
friendship, and the U.S. returned with a gift to Japan, that of beautiful magnolia trees for planting in Tokyo.
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The Medal of Honor stamps honored the bravest among us and included many Japanese-Americans, such as Senator
Daniel Inoue.
Let me present to you a CALL TO ACTION. Three visionary Japanese American women first pushed for a stamp
honoring the WWII Japanese American veterans who fought so bravely…then a large, continuing movement among the
JACL community pursued advocating for a “Go for Broke” stamp…Among them who persisted were Wayne Osaka and my
sensei Mas Hashimoto. We did not give up. After a long, long time and many roadblocks and delays, last June, a pane of
“Go For Broke” stamps was at last issued. Tens of thousands of stamps were printed.
But, after all that pushing, there are far too many, “Go For Broke” stamps not yet sold, sitting there, still in USPS
inventory. Our community advocated for the stamp. USPS delivered. Now, WE should seize the opportunity and buy all
those stamps. A few years after their printing and issuance, commemorative stamps are no longer available for sale. Don’t
leave those Forever stamps unpurchased! Get the word out! Tell others in your chapter. Do NOT miss out on the
opportunity to honor the story of these extraordinarily brave men.
Last, but not least, we lost two mighty civil rights advocates this year.
First, Secretary Norman Mineta. I asked him to push for the “Go For Broke” Stamp and he more than did his part….
Second, I wish to bow in deep gratitude, and with love, to my friend and sensei, my U.S. history teacher, Mas Hashimoto.
(Bow) He passed away peacefully a few weeks ago. He educated generations of Americans in U.S. history, and he also
advocated for this “Go for Broke” stamp. We miss them both so much, but, here’s the second call to action. They have
passed the baton on to the young people among us. Now it is their turn, your turn young JACLers, to PUSH hard to ensure
civil rights are respected for all Americans, no matter what their race, creed, sexual orientation or place of origin.
Domo arigato gozaimasu.

Stepping Into a New Community By Bruce Arao
On August 3rd, 2022, I stepped into Las Vegas to attend the 52nd JACL National Convention “Strengthening our Community
Through Action.” This was the first in-person Convention since the start of the pandemic, and the air buzzed with the
excitement of attendees who had not seen each other in-person for over two years. For me, this was my first JACL National
Convention and it was quite eye-opening, as I looked around the room with the largest collection of Japanese Americans that
I had ever seen. As Vice-Chair of the Northern California Western Nevada Pacific (NCWNP) District Youth Board (DYB), I
attended the Convention with many of my fellow Board members who were experiencing their first Convention as well.
Before Convention activities began, Executive Director David Inoue came over and welcomed us as new attendees. As he
greeted me, he instantly recognized Watsonville-Santa Cruz on my name tag.
“Ahh, Mas’ chapter right?”
This quickly brought a smile to my face as I thought about Mas, and the
many fond memories I have of him at Kokoro No Gakko, the Watsonville
Buddhist Temple, and the JACL Community Picnics. During the Awards
Luncheon, Mas’ presence was felt by all attendees with the award ceremony
for Dr. Katherine Tobin for the JACLer of the Biennium Award. Dr. Tobin’s
tear-jerking speech left all attendees proud of the WWII Nisei Soldiers
Commemorative Stamp, and reminiscing about their own interactions with
him. In my head, I could hear Mas saying “Onward!”

The NCWNP District Youth Board (DYB)
[from left to right] Halle Sousa (San Jose),
Cecelia Shimizu (Sonoma County), myself
(Watsonville-Santa Cruz), Emily Yoshii (San
Francisco), KC Mukai (Berkeley) [missing:
Jackson Sousa (San Jose)]

Although I entered Convention feeling slightly overwhelmed by the size of
the event, it soon dawned on me that, although larger, Convention was an
extension of the JA community that I had always been a part of in
Watsonville-Santa Cruz. Seeing familiar faces like Victor Kimura and
Marcia Hashimoto, I began to feel comfortable reaching out to the other
attendees. Being connected to the DYB, my board members and I soon
connected with almost every youth attendee (ages 17–32) at Convention.
What was striking about this year’s Convention was that the majority of
attendees were either senior members or youth/first-time attendees.
Personally, this was very exciting to see so many young activists tied to the
JACL. Growing up, I had seen so many of my Japanese American peers
move away from the community, rather than stay connected. So connecting
with other JA youth from across the country gave me a boost of energy.
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However, my other main observation from the Convention was that there was an obvious intergenerational gap between the
two groups. Many of the senior JACLer’s and youth grouped with their own ages, rather than having more intergenerational
dialogue. This is what I want to address in this next year. Just as we educate others about the camps to prevent the past from
repeating itself, I believe that our senior members have wisdom and experience that youth members could learn and benefit
from as we push forward. With the wisdom of our elders, and the drive to tackle the issues of our time, the new generation of
JACL is set up to continue fighting for civil rights and building upon the legacy of the JACL.
I am very appreciative and grateful to the Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL for helping to support my experience at the National
Convention and for covering for my registration. I was so surprised and honored to be included in the incredible ad with
Senator Norman Mineta and Dr. Katherine Tobin. I want to give a special thank you to Victor Kimura and Jeanette OtsujiHager for mentoring me throughout the Convention and answering my many questions. Finally, I want to thank Mas and
Marcia Hashimoto for mentoring me throughout most of my life and for inspiring me to further my involvement with the
JACL.
Northern California Western Nevada Paci c (NCWNP) District Group Photo

The 2022 JACL National Convention theme, “Strengthening Our Community Through Action”
By Jeanette Hager
The 2022 JACL National Convention was held August 3rd through 7th at the Bally’s Convention Center in Las Vegas,
Nevada. Our Chapter Delegates were Victor Kimura and Jeanette Hager. Bruce Arao, Vice Chair of our Northern California
Western Nevada District Youth Board (and our Chapter member) was one of the National Youth/Student Council Delegates.
This year’s theme was “Strengthening Our Community through Action.” As this was the first in-person convention postpandemic, it was a chance to reconnect with friends and make new connections with individuals with a shared passion for
working towards equality for all. It had been too long since we had been together and the time for catching up was too brief.
Highlights of the Convention included:

• National Board Reports:
- National Board President Jeffrey Moy provided an update of the accomplishments by the JACL Board and Staff
-

during the past years.
Executive Director’s Report by David Inoue
VP for Planning and Development Report by David Lin
VP for Membership Report by Saki Mori
National Youth/Student Council (NY/SC) Report by Sheera Tamura
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- Secretary/Treasurer Report by Matthew Farrells

We are most grateful to the National Board and Staff for all of their accomplishments on behalf of our National
organization.

• Unanimous passage of the Resolution R1 - Resolution of the National Council of the JACL relating to support for the

Congressional Ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment as the JACL recognizes that the Equal Rights Amendment
is an important step towards the goal of equality and equity for all, regardless of the individual’s sex or preferred gender
identity and further ACL supports Congressional action to ratify the ERA as this amendment has the requisite support of
two-thirds of both chambers and was ratified by three fourths of the States; and that JACL directs its National staff to
take an active role supporting this resolution through its Social Justice Program and the ERA Coalition.

• “Neighbors Not Enemies Act” report by Mike Honda: U.S. Senator Mazie K. Hirono (D-HI) re-introduced the

Neighbors Not Enemies Act, which would repeal the Alien Enemies Act (AEA) of 1798, a xenophobic anti-immigrant
law that was used to justify the incarceration of Japanese, German, and Italian Americans during World War II, as well
as the Muslim Ban by President Trump in 2017. Representative Omar (D-MN) introduced the House companion
version to Congress.

• Award recipents:
- JACLer of the Biennium: Katherine C. Tobin (Our Watsonville-Santa Cruz Chapter member)
- Japanese American of the Biennium: Sam Mihara
- Japanese American of the Biennium: Dianne Fukami
• The 2023-2024 Budget was approved by the National Council Delegates on August 6, 2022. This budget provides our
financial goals in support of our programs which include:

- The Anti-hate Program is needed more than ever due to the rise in crimes and incidents targeting Asian communities
-

-

-

-

-

-

since the advent of the COVID pandemic. This program is integrated with education about the history and
prevalence of hate crimes, as well as advocacy for legislation and policies to address hate crimes.
The annual D.C. Leadership Summit Program which provides JACL members with an opportunity to be introduced
to National policy at the federal level through meetings and briefings by public officials, key policymakers who serve
in Congress, the White House, federal agencies, advocacy organizations, and the media. In addition, participants are
briefed on legislative issues affecting AAPI communities and how civil rights organizations can work to educate on
public policy and pursue support for civil rights legislation changes.
Education on Nikkei history in the U.S. including wartime incarceration, discrimination, and the fight for Redress.
Activities in the area of education include The Power of Words Handbook program as a tool to educate on
appropriate terminology. Expansion of the National Speakers Bureau in collaboration with local chapters for
educating through local schools and civic organizations.
The Kakehashi program, largely funded by the Japanese government’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, provides an
opportunity for youth to participate in an exchange program to foster understanding between Japan and the U.S..
The Social Justice program includes work in policy advocacy and in coalition with other civil rights organizations
including the National Council on Asian Pacific Americans, Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights,
Japanese American Confinement Sites Consortium, Tsuru for Solidarity, and the National Nikkei Reparations
Coalition.
The National Youth/Student Council (NY/SC) are students and professional leaders from the Districts and National
JACL who are engaged in advocacy and are empowered to make the changes they want to see in schools,
workplaces, and communities. The NY/SC’s mission is to raise awareness of AAPI issues and to engage and develop
leaders who create positive change in our community.
The Norman Y. Mineta Fellowship and the Daniel K. Inouye Fellowship provide the opportunity for youth to work
on advocacy at a national level through the National JACL office based in Washington, D.C. These individuals work
with JACL staff and the executive director in providing JACL presence in work on policy issues that affect our
communities and in collaborating with other organizations.
JACL National Scholarship program offers over 30 awards, with an annual total of over $70,000 in scholarships to
qualified students nationwide. In 2021, 32 scholarships were awarded for a total of $77,500.
The Pacific Citizen expenses are expected to remain largely the same for 2023-2024 with regard to staffing
allocations and expenses. Although print PC supplements are expected to continue to decline with fewer people
opting for paper subscriptions, this is beneficial to the bottomline as the $17 PC surcharge does not cover actual full
costs of printing and mailing of hard copies. Modest increases in PC advertising revenue are planned for.

• Legacy Fund Management Policy was passed by the National Council on August 6, 2022. This policy establishes

management standards and practices for the JACL Legacy Fund including the distribution and spending policies of the
fund.

• Two of the workshops that we attended were:
8
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- “Enough is Now: Weaving together our intergenerational stories with Zara Espinoza & Dylan Mori: The Young

Professionals Caucus (YPC) held a live session of the Speaking Nikkei Podcast (SNP) focused on telling our stories
to help enact a vision for a better world. Discussed how generations of Asian American people in our community are
interconnected and interdependent on each other through shared, yet different, life experiences that are key to
shaping a collective voice .
- “Preserving the History of Your JACL Chapter” with Tom Ikeda, Executive Director, Densho. This workshop
focused on how to capture and share the history of your JACL chapter through oral history interviews and digitally
preserve historical photographs and documents.

• Screening of the award- winning film “Lil Tokyo Reporter” followed by a panel with the Director Jeffrey Gee Chin,
Actress Keiko Agena andAcademy Award- Winning actor Chris Tashima.

• Newly elected National Board Officers include:
- Larry Oda, National Board President
- Seia Watanabe, VP for Public Affairs
- Dominique Mashburn, VP for 1000 Club, Membership and Services
- Sheera Tamura, National Youth/Student Council Chair
- Mika Chan, National Youth/Student Representative
- Three positions are vacant pending appointment by the Board President.
A presentation with photographs of those members who are no longer with us. May our predecessors’ lives, teachings and
their actions be remembered for generations to come.

Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL 2022 Scholarship Honorees By Marcia Hashimoto
The Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL is grateful to the Sako, Kitayama, and Mito families for generously supporting our
youth with scholarships that help make it possible for our students to attain their educational goals. We are proud to
announce that Jamie Sakuma is our 2022 multi-year scholarship honoree and has received $1,000 for her first school year
award. Her academic and community service accomplishments are impressive as noted in the following article.
The COVID pandemic remains a challenge to our lives and especially to our youth. Our chapter applauds three of our
multi-year scholarship recipients for their positive determination and perseverance in successfully completing the 2021-2022
school year. Hannah Hamalainen is attending Santa Clara University, Nicole Garcia-Kimura is attending Cabrillo
College, and Kai Gavin is attending Endicott College in Massachusetts. As our continuing multi-year scholarship honorees,
they have each received $1,000 to help support their educational endeavors for the 2022-2023 school year. We congratulate
all of our outstanding students. They are among the best of our youth community.
Jamie Sakuma
Scholarship honoree Jamie Sakuma is the daughter of Dr. Janet Nagamine and
Dr. Stuart Sakuma and the granddaughter of Akira and Hideko Nagamine. Jamie
graduated from Georgiana Bruce Kirby Preparation School in Santa Cruz. Cabrilla Reyes,
Drama Department Teacher-Director, praised Jamie for her caring nature, organizational skills
and concern for her fellow human beings. Jamie volunteered for the challenging task of being
stage manager during the COVID pandemic. She was responsible for the technical aspects
and safety needs of the production which included learning about and enforcing COVID
protocols. With a "can do attitude" Jamie successfully managed the production and kept
participating students safe. As a student at Kirby, Jamie excelled academically and was a
member of the National Honor Society. She also played Varsity girls volleyball and was one
of the captains.
Jamie attended Kokoro no Gakko from kindergarten to 6th grade. After graduating from
the program, she became an enthusiastic assistant for the kindergarten class. As an active
youth member of our JACL chapter, Jamie helped supervise the children's races and served
lunch at our annual Community Picnic.
Jamie's Day of Remembrance essay stated, "The internment was a clear violation of basic human rights, and it both
confuses and terrifies me that the Court didn't think the same. ...we are at risk of repeating our mistakes when we fail to
remember our history.” In her personal statement, Jamie wants to focus on doing research to deepen her knowledge of Asian
and Pacific Islander issues. She wrote, "I hope that I will somehow help educate the broader community about anti-Asian
violence and connect with other people like me over shared experiences."
The W-SC JACL extends our congratulations and best wishes to Jamie as she begins a new journey in her quest for
higher education.
Message of appreciation from Jamie:
I'm so grateful to have been awarded this scholarship. I'm a first-year Japanese studies major attending the University of
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San Francisco. I chose Japanese studies because my culture has always been important to me, and I want to keep the
connection to my heritage. I enjoy baking, playing volleyball, and listening to music. I'm not exactly sure what profession
I'd like to pursue, but the idea of doing some sort of international business with Japan sounds interesting to me! I look
forward to using the funds to study abroad in Japan. Many thanks to JACL for the generous scholarship!

JACL Community History Project By Rod Ogawa, Photos by Gary Mine
On August 27, the Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL hosted a workshop on its Community History Project at Kizuka Hall.
More than 20 community members attended the workshop. Marcia Hashimoto, President of the Watsonville-Santa Cruz
JACL, opened the workshop by welcoming and introducing participants and summarizing the purpose of the workshop:
introduce the community to a project in which the JACL will partner with the University of California, Santa Cruz (UCSC) to
preserve the history of the Japanese American community and families in Watsonville. This project will enable individuals,
families and organizations in the Japanese American community to store items that would otherwise be lost to history, in a
special archive in the UCSC library, where they will be preserved for all time.
The JACL Board of Directors began working on this project in 2019 because it recognized that artifacts—including
photographs, letters, diaries, audio recordings—were being lost. Thus, the community and its families risked losing traces of
the long and colorful history of Japanese Americans in Watsonville. In developing a plan to preserve the community’s history
by saving its artifacts, Board members began working with staff members at UCSC’s Library to develop a partnership
between the JACL and UCSC to establish a special archive, which will safely store mementoes from Watsonville’s Japanese
American Community.
Marcia introduced the two people in the Library at UCSC who have been working with the JACL in this partnership.
Teresa Mora is Head of Special Collections and Archives and Rebecca Hernandez, Ph.D. is UCSC’s Community Archivist.
Teresa and Rebecca made a presentation in which they described and discussed various aspects of the archive that would
hold artifacts from the Japanese American community. They also answered questions raised by community members:
• The approach that UCSC will take in developing community archives will be to emphasize the interests of local
communities and their members. The intent is to capture and preserve the histories of local people and their
communities.
• The archive will be housed in the Special Collections of UCSC’s library, where items would be stored and protected in
a controlled environment.
• The Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL has already donated its collection of photographs and documents to the archive.
• The archives are intended to store “two-dimensional” artifacts, such as photographs, correspondence, diaries, maps,
business records, and other documents. The archive can also store audio recordings. Larger objects, such as clothing,
ceramics, statues and the like cannot, with rare exceptions, be stored in the archive.
• It will be most helpful, when possible, for people donating items to the archive to provide information that sets the
context of artifacts. For instance, donors could provide the names of people in photographs, dates when photos were
taken, the events captured in photographs or other documents, other historical information regarding an artifact.
However, if such information is not available, items can still be included in the archive.
• The archive will make artifacts available to community members, historians, other researchers and to individuals
interested in the history of Japanese American families and communities
• There will be no charge to people who donate items to the archive.
• Donors need only offer artifacts and, when possible, to provide information about the context of the artifact.
• Staff of UCSC Library’s Special Collections and the Community Archivist will organize and label donated items and
store them in the archive.
• Artifacts can be requested, checked out and reviewed in-person in the Special Collections section of the UCSC Library.
• UCSC does not currently have resources to digitalize artifacts in the archive. However, when resources are available,
the library intends to begin digitalizing artifacts, which would make artifacts available online.
After making their presentation and answering questions, Teresa and Rebecca visited with the several community
members who brought family mementoes to discuss the possibility of having those items donated to and included in the
Watsonville Japanese American Community Archive.
At the conclusion of the workshop, the following plans were made regarding next steps:
• Workshop participants who decide to donate items to the archive will contact Teresa and/or Rebecca to complete the
necessary agreement, which protects the donor’s interests, and submit the items to UCSC.
• If, by word of mouth, members of the community who did not attend this workshop are interested in possibly donating
mementoes to the archive can contact members of the JACL Board of Directors or Teresa Mora and Rebecca
Hernandez of UCSC.
• When additional community members indicate an interest in learning about the archive and the possibility of donating
items, the JACL Board and Teresa and Rebecca will schedule additional workshops.
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[Left] Rebecca Hernandez, Ph.D., Community Archivist
Special Collections & Archives, University Library and
[Middle] Teresa Mora, Head of Special Collections &
Archives, University of California, Santa Cruz with Board
Member Rodney Ogawa

Rebecca Hernandez

Cindy Hirokawa Mine with
Jimmy Arao (guest)

Teresa Mora

Community members interested in learning more about archiving their family history.
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Getting to know your Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL Chapter Board Members
This is a series of articles written by our Chapter Board members.
Kenny Kusumoto
I was born and raised in Watsonville, CA. I have one brother,
Robert and two sisters, Ida and Doris. I attended local schools and
graduated from Watsonville High School in 1973. My parents were
strawberry growers under Swede Johnson and later Clint Miller. They
farmed in the Aromas and Watsonville area for 40 years.

Kenny Kusumoto at the Watsonville-Santa Cruz
booth at the 2022 Japanese Cultural Fair.

I attended Cabrillo College and later transferred to UCLA. My
major was history. I was an exchange student in Japan the summer
between my sophomore and junior year. I was an intern in
Washington, DC with the House Republican Caucus. I did research on
illegal immigration and Indian affairs during my internship. The
following summer, I traveled to West Africa to do research for my
senior project. It was a good experience, but very challenging. The
Gambian people lived very modestly. There was no running water,
electricity or modern conveniences. The experience made me
appreciate how fortunate I was to live in the United States.

After graduating from UCLA, I went to work with the Watsonville Berry Co-Op. I started out in logistics and eventually
became Sales Manager and later General Manager. I left WBC and went to work for Mission Berry Farms/Apio Produce, a
broccoli, mix leaf and strawberry distributor in Guadalupe, California. Apio was the company that shipped 10 tons of
broccoli to President George H.W. Bush in 1990. President Bush disliked broccoli so Apio shipped a truckload of broccoli to
Washington. There's a sidebar to the episode. We had 6 trays of strawberries designated for the President. Our slogan was
you may not like broccoli, but you will like strawberries. Unfortunately, the berries never arrived at the White House. The
hotel where the strawberries were delivered accidentally used the berries as desserts for their restaurants.
I left Apio to start my own company, K & K International. I distributed fresh produce to Hong Kong, Japan and a few
U.S. customers. After several successful years, I discontinued K & K International to join Driscoll's Market Group. I
became the Export Sales Manager in charge of sales into Asia, Europe, the Middle East and Latin America. We developed
and shipped berries directly to over fifty countries. We overcame many obstacles such as the bird flu, SARS and political
unrest to achieve positive sales and wide distribution.
After 42 years in the produce industry, I retired from Driscoll's in January 2022. I'm now spending more time with my
family and enjoying retirement.

The Right to V O T E Excerpts from Mas’ March 2022 article (in quotes) & commentary by Jeanette Hager
In Mas Hashimoto’s article in “The Bridge” in March 2022, he lay out the history of how the Declaration of
Independence was derived and, subsequently, our right to vote. There is no one who knew U.S. history like Mas. Not only
did he teach it, he lived it. Below I’ve included excerpts from Mas’ article (in quotes):
“Thomas Jefferson, author of the Declaration of Independence, inserted:
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal, that they are
endowed with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the
Pursuit of Happiness.”
The U.S. Constitution and U.S. governmental structure was based upon European thought and history. Through choices
made by various individuals throughout history, the above statement came into being.
“The Magna Carta was arguably the most significant early influence on the extensive historical process that led to
the rule of constitutional law today in the English-speaking world.”
History records how the civil rights, of primarily those of European descent, was incorporated into our society and of the
inequities that others have had to endure. What this country be like if history had recorded otherwise would be pure
conjecture. It has been a struggle and much time has passed before the right to vote has been granted under the 15th, 19th,
and 26th Amendments…
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“Those delegates who presented the new Constitution were of the elite, upper class. They were the “barons” of this
country, determined to protect their property.
Only free, white men with property could vote for the members of elite class (electors) from which the President
would be selected. Thus, an undemocratic method of selecting the President was established—the Electoral
College.
In 1870, citizens could not be denied the right to vote on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude
(just because one was formerly a slave) via the 15th Amendment to the US Constitution. If one three letter word -sex – had been included, women, too, would have had the right to vote then. Women had to wait another 50 years,
to 1920, before they were allowed to vote via the 19th Amendment. In 1924, the native Americans were allowed to
vote, and in 1971 via the 26th Amendment, those 18-year-old and older, could now vote.”
Yet…
“Today, in 2022, via the new “Jim Crow” laws of at least 19 states, restrictions have been placed against minorities
and others from participating in the most vital responsibility of the American citizen—the right to vote.”
What if all people work together to build a better world where…
“What if a brotherhood [and sisterhood] of humanity prevailed in the Constitution instead of property?”
“Liberty represents freedom, a word with several meanings. It can stand for being able to make one’s own decisions
freely and having the opportunity to express one’s own beliefs without fear. To be physically and/or legally free is
different for it involves being free from confinement servitude or forced labor.
Equality can stand for being equal under the law and so to maintain a sameness of rules, status, rights, respect,
opportunities and privileges, that must be applied to all.
Fraternity is a word associated with the idea of community, which is a body of people that share a common interest
or purpose. It is also associated with brother/sisterhood and having/working/fitting/producing something together as
a group. Also, a fraternity can be recognized as a group viewed as a forming a distinct segment of togetherness.”

“This November 2022’s mid-term election will determine the future of these United States.
Please vote, and make sure everyone in the family and friends votes too. Thank you!
Onward!
Mas Hashimoto”

SENIOR CENTER NEWS FOR JULY AND AUGUST 2022
By Carol Kaneko and Jean Yamashita
Note: Please visit the Senior Center website, kizukahallseniors.wordpress.com, to view past issues of the Senior Center
News with photos.
The Senior Center remains closed due to the coronavirus pandemic.
We previously announced that there would be no monthly delivery for July. Unfortunately, we had to postpone our August
delivery due to unforeseen circumstances, and hope to get back to our deliveries soon. Our July and August birthdays will be
celebrated at a later date. Thank you for your understanding and support.
IN MEMORIAM
The W-SC JACL Senior Center extends its deepest sympathies to the Cross Family in the passing of Yaeko Cross on
July 14, 2022 at the age of 95.
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Birthday donations gratefully received in July and August from: Phil Shima, Sunao Honda, June Honda, Yoshiko
Nishihara, Eileen Byers, Jean Yamashita, Nobue Fujii, Jo Ann Vear, Leigh Sakaguchi, and Paul Kaneko.
Special donations gratefully received in memory of Mas Hashimoto from: Jo Ann Vear, Christine Izumizaki, Mark and
Patt Takeuchi, and Dan and Karen Nitta.
Special donations gratefully received in memory of Ruby Nakamura from Mitsuyo Tao and in memory of Yaeko Cross
from Nobue Fujii and Paul and Carol Kaneko.
The W-SC JACL Senior Center is most appreciative of the many kind and generous donations we have received. Arigatō!
For those who wish to donate during this time when the Senior Center is closed, please make out your checks to: “W-SC
JACL Senior Center” and send them to Carol Kaneko at 1835 Silvana Ln, Santa Cruz, CA 95062. Thank you for your
generous support of our Senior Center.
Special Note: Birthday and senior center anniversary donations are optional until the Senior Center can reopen again.
Voluntary donations, however, are much appreciated.
Thank you for your continued interest in and support of our Senior Center and our members.

FRIENDS & FAMILY OF NISEI VETERANS By Brian Shiroyama

The annual Nisei Veterans' Reunion, September 26 - 29, will take place at California Hotel, Las Vegas. For details,
please go to www.ffnv.org and click on "newsletter."

KOKORO NO GAKKO 2022 A SUCCESS! Submitted by Irene Potter

This summer Kokoro no Gakko returned in-person for one week - June 27 to July 1 (instead of the typical two weeks)
after two years. To fit in all the typical activities in that shorter period, Gakko was held from 9 AM to 3 PM each day (instead
of the typical 9:00 AM to 12:30 PM). Forty-one students were enrolled, with Kinder-2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th-8th grade
classes. This structure allowed older students to graduate from the program despite missing the last two years due to the
pandemic. Senseis, resource specialists, and volunteers provided students with all the typical Gakko experiences: morning
Taiso; arts and crafts; stories; Japanese language instruction; sushi, udon, and mochi making; and performances for the
closing program. This year the closing program included a senbazuru - presentation of 1,000 origami cranes folded by Gakko
students and teen volunteers - to Marcia Hashimoto in honor of Mas Hashimoto, who's commitment and contributions to
Gakko students was immeasurable. There was overwhelming gratitude and support from Gakko families and helpers for the
return of the in-person program. In response to Gakko family preferences, we are anticipating another one week/full day inperson program for 2023, from June 26th to 30th, and a return to seven classes (Kinder through 6th grades). As in the past,
Gakko is fueled by the energy and support of volunteers! Anyone interested in helping to plan for or during Gakko are
encouraged to email kokoronogakkowatsonville@gmail.com.
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WATSONVILLE BONSAI CLUB By Charlie Thompson

The Watsonville Bonsai Club upcoming meeting dates are:
September 10, Saturday
Meeting at JACL Kizuka Hall
September 24, Saturday
Meeting at JACL Kizuka Hall
October 8, Saturday
Meeting at JACL Kizuka Hall
October 22, Saturday
Meeting at JACL Kizuka Hall

1:30 pm
1:30 pm
1:30 pm
1:30 pm

WATSONVILLE TAIKO AND SHINSEI DAIKO By Bonnie Chihara
The Watsonville Taiko classes for September-October:
Fridays
4:30-5:30pm - Beginning Children
7-8pm - Beginning Adults
Saturdays
9-10am - Taiko for Health
Contact our business manager Kay Miyamoto at 831 475 1088 or email us at info@watsonvilletaiko.org to sign up for
classes. Please check our website for updates at watsonvilletaiko.org
Our upcoming scheduleSunday October 16th-Wahine 5k/10k walk/run, Capitola
Sunday November 6th- Watsonville Taiko’s Annual Holiday Boutique and Raffle

WATSONVILLE BUDDHIST TEMPLE
Ohigan By Rev. Hosei Shinseki
In years past I would write an article about the Fall Equinox and the harmony of nature. Now in 2022 as we
look at nature we seem to see only disharmony. Global warming has changed the weather dramatically
causing the melting of the polar caps, hotter summers, flooding and torrential rains, droughts, wild fires and
hotter than ever days.
Where is the harmony? How have we come to this state in our lives? I think we all know it is the result of years of greed,
over use and neglect. We can all take blame for the present state of the world ecologically. We can point to large corporations
and blame them, but our own conveniences have had a hand in the world as we know it today.
In California, we are in the midst of a drought, and this is not the first year in which we have experienced this. Let’s take a
moment to contemplate the ways in which water plays a role in our lives. I wake up in the morning (sometimes in the middle
of the night) and I go to the bathroom. I flush the toilet. Next I brush my teeth, more water, I take a shower, more water. I
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make the morning coffee, more water. I take my morning medications, more water. Later I make rice for dinner, more water. I
fill my water bottle, more water. I water my plants, more water. I go to the bathroom again, more water. I cook dinner, more
water. I wash the dishes, more water. Well this can go on and on, and says nothing of the different products we use that have
water in them.
Needless to say, I am not aware of all the ways in which water is a part of my life and how much I am using. This example is
just water, there is so much more that we use to make up our convenient lives, like electricity, fossil fuels, etc.
A disciple of the Buddha was given the name Tekisui meaning one drop of water. Through the admonishment of his master,
Tekisui learned the value of even one drop of water. As a young novice Tekisui was given the job of filling the tub of his
master. One day the master saw Tekisui fill the tub and with the left over water throw it into the dirt. The master, scolded
Tekisui and told him to give the left over water to the nearby plants. Tekisui then understood the value of even one drop of
water.

As Jodoshinshu Buddhists, Ohigan is not so much about practice as it is about awareness. Awareness becomes action. When
you wash your rice, save the water and share it with your plants. As you move through your day, become aware of the amount
of water, electricity and other resources you are using and practice conservation when and where you can.
Ohigan may never again be the harmonious world it once represented, but it can be a time for us to become aware of our
intimate connection to nature and how it sustains and supports our lives. In return, we can in our small way sustain the world
we live in today.
Gassho,
Rev. Hosei Shinseki
Here is Rev. Shinseki’s article in the Religious section of the Pajaronian newspaper from the July 2022 issue.

Kangi-e “A Gathering of Joy” By Rev. Hosei Shinseki
The month of July and August is what Buddhist call Obon season. For many the Obon is a Buddhist festival of food, cultural
arts, displays and folk dancing. The religious aspect of Obon comes from the sutra called the Ullambana Sutra. The sutra is
the story of Mogallana a great disciple of the Buddha. Mogallana through his great meditative powers sees his deceased
mother suffering in the lower realm of the hungry ghosts. Unable to help her, Mogallana seeks the advice of the Buddha. The
Buddha tells Mogallana to conduct a memorial service in memory of his mother and practice selflessness by making
donations to the temple. Mogallana does so and his mother is released from her suffering. More important Mogallana is
relieved of his anxiety over his mother. Mogallana then leaps for joy. This was the first Obon dance. Obon is also called a
gathering of joy kangi-e. It is truly a memorial for those who have died since the last Obon, so it may seem a bit unusual to
call it a gathering of joy. The concept of a memorial service is well known to Buddhist, however, to many in the general
public it may be something foreign and mysterious. In many traditions the memorial is not often practiced or observed at all.
By virtue of the word it is an opportunity for us to remember or be reminded of people who are important in our lives.
It is an important observance where we are reminded of the continuing influence of our friends and family. The memorial
acknowledges the life of our loved ones and reminds us of what they have taught us and given us. The memorial therefore is
for our benefit, not for the deceased.
Like Mogallana in the sutra, we are relieved of our anxiety and concern for our departed loved ones knowing that they are
embraced by the Buddha and reside peacefully in the Pure Land of the Buddha. Therefore, we can dance for joy with a deep
sense of gratitude.
If you visit a Buddhist temple during the Obon festivities you will experience food, dance, laughter and joy while
remembering those who have departed before us. You will see and experience people celebrating life in gratitude for those
departed ones who have given us so much. This is the practice of a Buddhist to live life, embrace life and be aware and
connected to joy of life inside and outside ourselves.
Gassho,
Rev. Hosei Shinseki

Temple COVID Update
The Temple is now open for Sunday services. Masks are required when inside the Temple. We will be following our COVID
guidelines and will keep you apprised of any changes. Your patience & understanding is greatly appreciated.
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On behalf of the Sangha of the Watsonville Buddhist Temple,
we wish to extend our deepest condolences to the families of
Mas Hashimoto, Eiko Sakaguchi and Elaine Shingai Struble

Namo-Amida Butsu

SUNDAY, JULY 17 HATSUBON SERVICE

Nick San Juan, MA; Rev. Jay Shinseki,
Rev. Ken Fujimoto, David Correira, MA
In Memory of:
Suyeko Eto
Masaru Hashimoto
Teruko Hirahara
Tomiko Kagoshima

Hisako Kajisa
Akiko Kato
Shizuko Kikuchi

Isao Matsui
Steven Mine
Ruby Nakamura
Grant Sakae

Jackie Teshima
Satoko Yamamoto
Haruko Yoshii
8

GREAT 4th of July FIREWORKS FUNDRAISER!
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SUNDAY, JULY 17 HATSUBON SERVICE

Tentative Schedule of September & October 2022 Events
[Schedule of events will be re-evaluated based on the current status of COVID-19]
Sun., Sept. 18 & 25, 2022 - Sunday Service @ 10am (live-streamed)
Sun., Oct. 2 - Sunday/Shotsuki Hoyo Service @ 10am (in-person)
Watsonville Buddhist Temple
Temple Of ce Telephone (831) 724-7860
Temple Of ce is temporarily closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. By Appointment only.
Email: buddhist@wbtemple.org Website: www.wbtemple.org
Twitter: Twitter@WatsonvilleBT

WESTVIEW PRESBYTERIAN CHIMES
Renaissance! Rebirth!
But now, O Lord, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our potter;
And all of us are the work of Your hand.- Isaiah 64:8
After 28 years of ministry I finally got a Sabbatical. For my first half of my Sabbatical,
I got to travel to parts of Europe. With Ian, I visited Rome, Florence, Venice, Paris, London
(Leslie and Rose joined us for Paris & London), Edinburgh, Inverness and Isle of Skye in
Scotland, and then finished the trip with Dublin, Ireland — land of my ancestors (the
McCaffrey’s and O’Keefe’s) who immigrated to the USA during the potato famine. Ian
especially soaked up Scotland, land of his and Leslie’s ancestors — the Douglass clan.
Thank you to all of you and to Pastor Mick, as you took care of our church family in my
absence!
Each location was amazing, and Ian, being a history major,
Photo above: Pastor Dan &
ate it up! Our favorite city for this trip was Florence. In
Ian “experiencing” the Holy
Florence we stepped into the Renaissance of the 15th
Spirit in Saint Peter’s
Century. Florence is where the Renaissance began, and we
Basilica at the Vatican.
were inspired! We were inspired especially by some of the
key figures of the Renaissance who led the way into
scientific and geographical discovery and new forms of art. It
was a period marked by a hunger for learning and for trying the new. We stood in front of the
Uffizi Gallery with its outside walls lined with the greats of the Renaissance: Giotto,
Donatello, DaVinci, Dante, Petrarca, Galileo, and my favorite, Michelangelo. When in
Photo above: Pastor Dan
Florence we stepped into Piazza della Signoria, a cobblestone square in front of the Palazzo
and Leslie in Paris.
Vecchio (a castle), lined with great statues, even a replica of David where he originally stood,
a great fountain, and the grand Uffizi Gallery. We had a Wow moment that almost made us
fall to our knees in wonder at the beauty, grandness and history before our eyes!
The last few Sundays we have been amidst a series on Renaissance. We talked about rebirth… Renaissance means
rebirth! We spoke of the truth that you are all Masterpieces in the making! Created for an eternal future! Let us lean/
surrender into the hands of the Master Potter! Amen?!
Isaiah 64:8- But now, O Lord, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our potter; And all of us are the work of
Your hand.
For our lifetime, we ARE on a journey of being birthed — of becoming! As we walk through the stages of life we are
called, not to stagnation, but to a continual Renaissance to Rebirth!
Renaissance living—is walking the journey of being birthed: Leaning/surrendering into the hands of the master
Potter!--the great Artist , the Great Physician , the loving Savior, the “making-things-new” Holy Spirit.

-

Cling to, Talk with, and be Guided by God who is molding you into a masterpiece.
Always keep Learning — Be a lifelong learner!
Always keep Creating — participating with God in making this world a more beautiful place!
Be in touch with your Passion, called to make a difference in this world, as God makes you fully YOU, the Masterpiece!

“The glory of God is man fully alive!”-states St. Irenaeus in the 2nd Century.
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1. Where are you in this journey of Renaissance, of Re-birth, of becoming?
- Are you on the edge of a new opportunity or change? And how?
- Is it a welcome newness, or a newness born out of adversity?
- Or do you feel you are in the Dark Ages—needing inspiration?
- Or both?
2. How can you lean into what God is doing? How can you participate in the re-birth?
As I was away, I missed you all deeply, and grew to appreciate even more our wonderful Westview Family. Thank you
for all the love you bring into this world, as you allow Jesus to love through you.
As we each lean into the hands of the Great Potter, May God bless you!
-Pastor Dan

Live Worship Services at Westview!!
Live Worship Services have resumed at Westview Presbyterian Church! Worship Service begins at 10 am.
Please wear a mask to make sure the most vulnerable among our members/friends are safe.
If you are not able to attend church in person, you can still join us for Westview Zoom Sunday Online Worship Service!
If you would like to watch the Zoom Live Worship Services as it happens at 10 am on Sunday please send Westview an email
at westviewpc@gmail.com so that your name/email address can be added/accepted to our Zoom live recordings and you can
receive an automatic email reminding you of our upcoming live services.
If you are in need of any assistance with Zoom please call Westview at (831) 724-6222 and leave a message. Someone
will call you back as soon as possible.
Either in-person or by Zoom, come enjoy the warm company of the Westview Family as we Celebrate God's presence
among us!
Pastor Mick Erickson will be our guest speaker for September 18th, September 25th, October 2nd, October 9th,
October 16th and October 23rd.

Wednesday Zoom Scripture Reflection & Mid-Week Check-In
Wednesdays at 4 pm. The link is emailed out weekly. Please send Westview an email at westviewpc@gmail.com if
you would like to automatically be sent a link/reminder on a weekly basis about our Wednesday Mid-Week Check-Ins.
Wednesday Check-Ins will not meet on the following Wednesdays: September 14th, 21st, 28th and October 5th, 12th
and 19th. Wednesday Check-In will resume on October 26th.

SonRise Kitchen Update
The SonRise Kitchen continues to serve breakfast 5 days/week at the Plaza Park in Watsonville. Thank you to all our
volunteers! Micky, thanks for boiling eggs, cutting meat, and all you do! Thanks also to Polly, Michael, Shizue, Victor, Mary
Lou, Sheri, Judith, Sabrina and of course Margo. Those that we serve greatly appreciate it!
Sew Fun Sewing Circle
Tuesdays, 9:30-12:30 in the dining room at Westview, led by Rachel Clark and Peg Pierce - quilting, clothing
construction, fabric and color selection, tote bags, quilted postcards, and more! Join us!
Thank you to:
All the Contributors
Marcia Hashimoto: Proof-reading
Cindy Hirokawa Mine: Newsletter Coordinator and Editor
Victor Kimura, Recording and Acknowledging Donations
Jeanette Hager: Formatting
Newsletter Distribution Crew
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See you next in November 2022!

