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HAIKU 
 Water rabbit moon, 
  you shine upon this new year 
   fertile, bright and soft 

 Mizu-usagi 
  Tsuki terasu yo ni 
   Sachi are to 

Haiku by Bob Gómez 
Translation by Hiromi Ushimaru 

DONATIONS 
Thank you to those who have generously donated  
since our last issue.  We are so grateful for all who  
have donated.  It is through your support that we can 
continue to advocate for justice and equality for all. 

• Bill and Ida Akimoto in memory of Kent Honda 
• Friends and Family of Nisei Veterans (FFNV): 

"On behalf of Friends and Family of Nisei Veterans, 
please accept this donation in memory of Iwao 
Yamashita.  We know that he and his daughters, Shirley 
and Jean, have been active members of the JACL.  The 
FFNV board is saddened by losing another Nisei 
veteran of the Korean War.  As a token of our thanks for 
his service to our country, FFNV offers the attached 
donation in support of your continuing service to the 
community.  Our best wishes, Joanne Sakai, Treasurer." 

• Joyce Katsuyama 
• Diane Mio in appreciation to Marcia Hashimoto 

and Victor Kimura for their help during the recent 
flood.  Gratefully, Diane Mio 

• Sachi and Philip Snyder in remembrance of: 
Tadashi Tar Mino, Barbara Ayako Mino &  
Richard Iwao Mino 

• Kenneth and Alice Tanimoto in memory of all what 
Mas Hashimoto has done for humanity and 
community. Mas will forever be our teacher. 

• Iwao Yamashita Family (Jean, Ann, Shirley, Brian)  
in memory of our dad, Iwao Yamashita. 
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WATSONVILLE-SANTA CRUZ JACL 
Our JACL Five Chapter Installation of Officers Program 
at Lincoln Avenue Presbyterian Church, Salinas 
By Marcia Hashimoto & Cindy Mine, Photos by Stuart Osaki and Gary Mine 

Marcia:  Our thanks to the Salinas Valley 
chapter for hosting the 2023 “in person” 
Installation Program and with wonderful 
refreshments.  A modern version of traditional 
Obon dances were energetically performed 
by students from the Salinas Union High 
School District’s Japanese Studies classes. 

Cindy:  Dr. Linden Ishii shared greetings from  
Larry Oda, National JACL President.  Then the 
program consisted of what “Is” and “Has” 
been happening in each chapter.  Our 
chapter happenings were shared by Marcia 
Hashimoto, Victor Kimura and Cindy Mine. 

Marcia:  My appreciation to Cindy for speaking about our newsletter “The Bridge”, and how it keeps our JACL 
members, friends and community connected.  Thanks to Victor for participating in and sharing information 
about a special project commemorating Japanese American incarcerees and America’s Concentration Camps 
during WWII.  Marcia spoke about our monthly zoom meetings set up by Jeanette, our DOR Memorial Garden 
Maintenance Team lead by Joe Bowes; Judge GoGo’s Japanese American Legacy Project of gathering 
signatures of surviving incarcerates and Nisei Veterans on six 48 star American flags; our local scholarships 
established by our JACL families; cultural organizations that we support; teaming with UCSC for the 
Watsonville Archive Project; nomination of our member Katherine Tobin for the 2022 JACLer of the Biennium 
and she is the first non-Nikki woman to receive this award since its establishment in 1956; our disaster relief 
outreach during the storms; and our co-sponsorship of the DOR March, 1, 2023 program hosted by UCSC. 

Cindy:  Each chapters JACL Officers were Installed by the Honorable Judge Albert Maldonado. 
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Performance by the Salinas Union High School and Rancho San 
Juan High School students.
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At a later date, at our February JACL Board meeting, our 2023 W-SC Board Officers were elected: 
President : Marcia Hashimoto Board Members: 
1st V. P. : Joe Bowes Bonnie Chihara Cindy Hirokawa Mine 
2nd V.P. : Norris Woodford Jeanette Hager Gary Mine 
Secretary : Bobbi-Jo Palmer Nikki Hikari Rodney Ogawa 
Treasurer : Victor Kimura Kenny Kusumoto Sean Sheehan 

Thank you to our JACL members who returned their ballots! 

Day of Remembrance:  RESETTLEMENT: Chicago Story 
By Cindy Mine, Photos by Lucien Kubo, Victor Kimura and Gary Mine 

Thank you to Dr. Alinder and Rod Ogawa for their connection that resulted in this Day of 
Remembrance event… 

Jasmine Alinder, Dean of Humanities and Professor of History at UCSC and Director of the 
Chicago Resettlement project invited Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL to co-sponsor in the 
March 1st event with the Day of Remembrance being part of the event. 

A NIGHT of  Education! - Dr. Jasmine Alinder 
What is it like to be forced to leave your home, deny your heritage, and start over?  
Resettlement: Chicago Story, a new short fictional film and educational website, explores how 
people of Japanese ancestry beat the odds and remade their lives after their wrongful incarceration during World War II.  The 
short film tells an inter generational story of the Yamamoto family several years after camp, as they struggle to rebuild their 
lives in Chicago and make ends meet through their family dry cleaning business.  The film’s companion, immersive-learning 
website builds upon both the characters and historical events of incarceration and resettlement introduced in the film to create 
a “world” through which viewers can engage with primary sources and social themes that extend from this history. 

 The project is the second installment of a larger effort to educate students about the Japanese American experience using 
cinematic digital history.  The first installment was the award-winning The Orange Story.  In both projects, short, historically-
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Left to right: Kenny Kusumoto, Gary Mine, Cindy Mine, Marcia Hashimoto 
and Victor Kimura at the five-chapter installation.

UCSC Dean of Humanities 
Dr. Jasmine Alinder.
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based fiction films function to create emotional investment in the characters, and companion websites provide the context of 
the historical period through primary and secondary sources carefully curated by a team of historians, including Jasmine 
Alinder.  Chicago Story is aimed towards 6-12th grade students but is easily adaptable to other grade levels and the general 
public. 

The project is produced by Full Spectrum Features, a Chicago-based nonprofit organization dedicated to driving equity in the 
independent film industry and providing education about social and cultural issues through the power of cinema.  Full 
Spectrum Education, a division of Full Spectrum Features, focuses its educational filmmaking projects on exploring parts of 
history that are often untold in classrooms, recognizing our collective need to more fully understand the many facets of U.S. 
history. 
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Q&A with a panel of six individuals (from left to right, Jason Matsumoto, 
Ashley Cheyemi McNeil, R. J. Ramey, Clara Bergamini, Jasmine Alinder, 
Celine Parrenas Shimizu).  Celine is the UCSC Dean of the Division of Arts, 
and acted as the moderator of the panel.

A tour of the 
Interactive Website 

Presentation

Tour of Interactive website by 
Katherine Nagasawa
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A NIGHT of  Remembrance of  a Historical Site! 
This page is included in remembrance of  our 
history… 
	 By Mas Hashimoto 
During World War II, the Salinas Rodeo Grounds was one of 
the locations used as a temporary detention camp for citizens 
and immigrant residences of Japanese ancestry, before they 
were located to more permanent and remote facilities.  One of 
the seventeen such sites overseen by the Wartime Civilian 
Control Administration, the Salinas Assembly Center was built 
after President Roosevelt Issued Executive Order 9066, 
authorizing the removal and confinement of Japanese 
Americans living on the West Coast.  The camp opened on 
April 27, 1942 and was closed two months later on July 4.  The 
peak population of the camp was determined to be 3,586 
residents on June 23, 1942. 

The camp was made up of 165 buildings, with barracks located 
north and east of the racetrack and with six buildings within 
the racetrack.  After the detention facility closed, the site was 
used as satellite troop housing for Fort Old.  The population of 
the Salinas Assembly Center came almost entirely from the 
Monterey Bay Area.  The Monterey County Library opened a 
branch at the detention center which was directed by Fusako 
Kodak.  The camp director was E. A. Rose who coordinated a 
staff of 14 people.  The Center Council composed of 14 
inmates, was formed in mid-May and eight weekly issues of 
the Village Crier newspaper were issued from May 11 to  
June 28. 

In 1980, the Salinas Assembly Center along with 11 other 
temporary detention sites was designated California Historical 
Landmark #934.  A historic marker and memorial garden were 
dedicated on the Day of Remembrance in 1984. 
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SALINAS TEMPORARY DETENTION CENTER
THIS MONUMENT IS DEDICATED TO THE 3,586 MONTEREY BAY 
AREA RESIDENTS OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY, MOST OF WHOM 
WERE AMERICAN CITIZENS TEMPORARILY CON- FINED IN THE 
SALINAS RODEO GROUNDS DURING WORLD WAR II FROM 
APRIL TO JULY 1942.  THEY WERE DETAINED WITHOUT 
CHARGES, TRIAL, OR ESTABLISHMENT OF GUILT BEFORE 
BEING INCARCERATED IN PERMANENT CAMPS MOSTLY IN 
POSTON, ARIZONA.  MAY SUCH AN INJUSTICE AND 
HUMILIATION NEVER RECUR.
CALIFORNIA REGISTERED HISTORICAL LANDMARK NO. 934.
PLAQUE PLACED BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND 
RECREATION IN COOPERATION WITH THE JAPANESE 
AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE CHAPTERS OF SALINAS VALLEY, 
GILROY, MONTEREY PENINSULA, SAN BENITO COUNTY, AND 
WATSONVILLE, AND THE CITY OF SALINAS.

FEBRUARY 19, 1984

Left to right: Joe Bowes, Norris Woodford, Gary Mine and Victor 
Kimura, our dedicated caretakers of the Japanese Memorial Garden.
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A NIGHT of  History and Civil Rights Advocacy! 

Marcia:  As an introduction, I had the opportunity to speak about the history and impact of 
President Franklin Roosevelt's signing of Executive Order 9066 on February 19,1942.  
This Executive Order authorized the forced eviction of 120,000 Japanese, Japanese 
Americans residing on the West Coast and imprisoned them in America's Concentration 
Camps located in desolate areas.  On this Day of Remembrance, Constitutional Rights 
with its professed " due process of law" was denied to its loyal citizens.  "Military 
necessity " or in today's terms "Homeland Security" was the justification given for the 
order.  Historical studies and facts confirmed that not one act of espionage or sabotage was 
ever reported or committed by the Japanese, Japanese Americans during WW II.  A 
congressional investigating committee concluded that war hysteria, racism, and the failure 
of political leadership led to the incarceration of the Japanese, Japanese Americans. 
 

A NIGHT of  Remembrance! 
Marcia:  Accompanying the film is an immersive-
learning website.  It is an educational tool for 
teachers, students, and the general public.  Mas was 
one of the advisors providing historic factual 
information about the unjust incarceration of the 
Japanese, Japanese Americans during World War II 
for this website. 

Mas' dedicated educational efforts in bringing to the 
public's attention "Racism and America's 
Concentration Camps" was highlighted and Mas' 
advocacy in protecting the civil and human rights 
and freedoms of all people was gratefully 
acknowledged. 

 

A NIGHT of  connections, community support, visiting the MAH, enjoying the reception and being 
with each other! 

 A display of articles from the Japanese American Digital Archive project provided by Teresa Mora, Head of Special 
Collections and Archives, and Rebecca Hernandez, Community Archivist, of the University of California, Santa Cruz 
(UCSC) who were also present at this night’s event: 

 The JACL Board of Directors began working on this project in 2019 because it recognized that artifacts—including 
photographs, letters, diaries, audio recordings—were being lost.  Thus, the community and its families risked losing traces of 
the long and colorful history of Japanese Americans in Watsonville.  In developing a plan to preserve the community’s history 
by saving its artifacts, Board members began working with staff members at UCSC’s Library to develop a partnership 
between the JACL and UCSC to establish a special archive, which will safely store mementoes from Watsonville’s Japanese 
American Community.  The intent of the Japanese American Digital Archive project is to capture and preserve the histories of 
local people and their communities.  The archive will be housed in the Special Collections of UCSC’s library, where items 
would be stored and protected in a controlled environment.  The Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL has already donated its 
collection of photographs and documents to the archive. 
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Picture of Mas Hashimoto on the screen with Marcia Hashimoto 
speaking.

Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL 
President Marcia Hashimoto.
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A NIGHT of  awe and Thank you! 
Marcia:  To the approximately 400 people in attendance, thank 
you, members and friends, for attending the Day of Remembrance 
program sponsored by our Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL and 
hosted by the UCSC Humanities and History departments and the 
Santa Cruz Museum of Art and History. 
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A group of community supporters:
Back row, left to right: Peter Weng, George Ow, Jr., and Henry Gong
Front row, left to right: Shizue Shikuma, Karen Tei Yamashita and Lucien Kubo

Watsonville Taiko

Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL Chapter Board members Kenny Kusumoto, Nikki Hikari, Marcia Hashimoto, 
Victor Kimura, Cindy Mine and Gary Mine.  Not pictured, but also attending this event were Rod Ogawa, 
Bonnie Chihara and Bobbi Jo Palmer.
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Day of Remembrance 2023 
 By Seia Watanabe, VP Public Affairs 
 Matthew Weisbly, Education & Communications Coordinator, mweisbly@jacl.org 
February 17, 2023 
Seia Watanabe, VP Public Affairs, swatanabe@jacl.org 
Matthew Weisbly, Education & Communications Coordinator, mweisbly@jacl.org 
This Sunday, February 19, 2023, marks the 81st anniversary of the signing of Executive Order 9066 by President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, resulting in the mass incarceration of over 120,000 Japanese Americans. Similarly, thousands of Japanese Latin 
Americans and Japanese Canadians were incarcerated en masse in their own countries or, in some cases, were kidnapped to 
the United States against their will to serve as “prisoners of war.” As we look back and mourn one of the darkest moments of 
our community’s and nation’s history, we also celebrate the many triumphs as well. 

This past year for example, we saw the passage of legislation to study the creation of a National Museum of Asian-Pacific 
American History and Culture, where the stories of all AANHPI communities will be celebrated and remembered. Towards 
the end of 2022, we saw the passage of two major bills, namely, the Norman Y. Mineta Japanese American Confinement 
Education (JACE) Act, and the World War II Japanese American History Network Act. Both bills will support organizations 
that work to educate the public about the experiences of Japanese Americans during World War II. 

This year also marks the 35th anniversary of one of the greatest triumphs of our community in the passage of the Civil 
Liberties Act of 1988 as a response to our history of incarceration. It was the culmination of nearly two decades of 
multigenerational work by former incarcerees, their children and grandchildren, members of Congress, community leaders, 
supporters, and thousands of allies across multiple communities. While no amount of money could heal the traumas of 
everything our community lost, it was our government’s acknowledgment of its wrongdoing that allowed our community to 
begin the healing process. The Civil Liberties Act showed the power of community organizing in how it forced our 
government to acknowledge and apologize for the suffering it caused to its people. In the 35 years since the passing of this 
bill, our journey toward achieving true reparatory justice continues. 

HR 40, or the Commission to Study and Develop Reparation Proposals for African Americans Act, has been introduced in 
some form in every Congressional session since 1989, the year after the passage of Japanese American redress. It was first 
introduced by Representative John Conyers, and more recently by Representative Sheila Jackson Lee. Much of the 
framework of HR 40 is based on the Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians (CWRIC) which helped 
pave the way for the Civil Liberties Act of 1988. The African American community was one of the first to support the 
Japanese American community in its path toward redress, and now it is time that Japanese Americans do the same. Late last 
year, the JACL, the National Nikkei Reparations Coalition, and over 70 other Asian American organizations joined together 
to send a letter to President Biden calling for the creation of a commission to begin the process for the African American 
community toward reparations and healing.  

As we continue into 2023 and beyond, we look back on our triumphs and hardships, as well as our solidarity in the hopes that 
we can make a change for a better future for all people in this nation. When our country seems more divided than ever, let us 
stand together and show that the unimaginable tragedies our ancestors suffered are not forgotten and are worthy of our 
government’s recognition and repair. 

The 2023 Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL Local Scholarships 
 By Marcia Hashimoto, Victor Kimura and Kenny Kusumoto 
 Applications are available on our website https://watsonvillesantacruzjacl.com and by contacting Marcia 
Hashimoto at hashi79@sbcglobal.net or (831) 722-6859 (please leave a message with your telephone 
number). The filing deadline is Wednesday, June 14, 2023. 

 Applicants will apply for scholarships by submitting generic application information that could apply to and 
satisfy all of the scholarship funds. 

 The W-SC JACL’s Scholarship Committee will determine, based on factors such as meritorious 
performance; grades; participation in certain social activities and organizations, such as Kokoro no Gakko; level 
of volunteerism; and length of membership in the JACL, the Watsonville Buddhist Temple, and/or the 
Westview Presbyterian Church, which applicants receive which scholarships. 
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 All scholarship recipients and their parents must be W-SC JACL, Watsonville Buddhist Temple, and/or 
Westview Presbyterian Church members for a minimum of one year prior to receipt of scholarship. 

 Since the scholarship awards ceremony usually takes place at the JACL's annual community picnic, which 
may be cancelled for 2023 because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the scholarship awards will either be sent by 
mail or delivered personally. 

 An announcement for scholarship applications will be included in the Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL 
newsletter, the Watsonville Buddhist Temple’s Ichimi, and the Westview Presbyterian Church’s Chimes. The final 
determination of scholarship awards will be made no later than July 10, 2022. 

 Kee Kitayama Memorial Scholarship: The Kee Kitayama Memorial Scholarship Fund was established by 
Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL and Mrs. Keiko Kitayama in memory of her husband, Kee, who was our 
Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL chapter president in 1987. Mr. Kitayama worked tirelessly for Redress and 
Reparations with the Civil Liberties Act of August 10, 1988. The Kee Kitayama Memorial Scholarship Fund 
provides much needed financial and moral support for our young scholars. It upholds Mr. Kee Kitayama's 
legacy, encouraging our youth in their pursuit of higher education. The Kee Kitayama Memorial Scholarship 
may be awarded to graduating high school seniors to be used towards their college education. 

 Frank Mito Scholarship: The Frank Mito Scholarship Fund was established by his family to provide 
financial support for local students pursuing higher education goals. Frank Mito was an active supporter of the 
Watsonville Japanese American community, and his scholarship fund was formerly awarded through Kokoro 
no Gakko ("School of the Heart"). The $500 Frank Mito Scholarship may be awarded to a graduating high 
school senior, usually with Kokoro no Gakko participation, and may be additive to other JACL scholarships. 

 The Rekiso “Ray” and Hisako “Louise” Sako Scholarships: The Rekiso and Hisako Sako Scholarships 
were established in 2012 to help local students who are actively involved with the JACL, Watsonville Buddhist 
Temple, and/or Westview Presbyterian Church in pursuing their higher education goals. Mrs. Sako and the late 
Mr. Sako have been long time members of the JACL and Senior Center, and leaders among the Japanese 
American community. A four-year undergraduate scholarship may be awarded at a maximum of $1,000 per 
year, and may be extended for a maximum of two additional years of graduate studies. This scholarship may 
be applied for at any time, from graduating from high school through completion of a masters degree 
(maximum of $6,000 total). 

 Please send your completed forms to our Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL Chapter Scholarship Committee on 
or before Wednesday, June 14, 2023. 

 The address for applications should be mailed to: 

JACL Scholarship Committee 
P. O. Box 163 

Watsonville, CA 95077-0163 

 Scholarship awards will either be mailed or delivered personally. 

JACL Commends White House Strategy to Advance Equity, Justice, and Opportunity for 
AANHPI Communities 
 By Seia Watanabe, VP Public Affairs 
January 20, 2023 
For Immediate Release 
Seia Watanabe, VP Public Affairs, swatanabe@jacl.org 
Matthew Weisbly, Education & Communications Coordinator, mweisbly@jacl.org 
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On January 17th, 2023, the Biden-Harris Administration released its initial comprehensive strategy to advance equity, justice, 
and opportunities for Asian American Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander communities. The proposal is comprehensive in 
encompassing nearly every sector of the Federal government. 

The proposal highlights many areas of longtime concern for the AANHPI community, including data disaggregation and 
improving language access. Though a recent issue, the proposal seeks to ensure continued Federal response to the increases 
in anti-Asian hate incidents and crimes. We eagerly await for the administration to implement this plan to broadly address 
these and many other issues highlighted in the proposed blueprint. 

We also look forward to working with the administration in the continued implementation of the Japanese American 
Confinement Sites (JACS) program that has provided over $39 million in funding to protect and preserve the legacy of 
Japanese American WWII incarceration sites. As a result of the December 2022 passage of the Norman Y. Mineta Japanese 
American Confinement Education Act, in tandem with the Japanese American WWII Historic Sites Network Act, an 
additional $32 million dollars of funding for continuing JACS grants was authorized as well as $10 million in new funds for 
the implementation of educational programs about the Japanese American incarceration experience. We trust that these 
programs will also be an integral part of the administration’s work to advance our Asian American, particularly Japanese 
American experiences, through education and opportunities for investment in our communities. 

We thank President Biden and Vice-President Harris for their leadership in bringing forth this plan. We are also grateful for 
the work of the President’s Advisory Commission on Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders, the 
commission co-chairs, Secretary Becerra and Ambassador Tai, for their work with the Departments and Agencies that put in 
the effort to produce this comprehensive enumeration of the many needs of our communities and the work that has been and 
will be done to address these concerns. 

I HAVE A DREAM..By Victor Kimura, JACL National Secretary/Treasurer 
(Watsonville native) 
 It took me a week to accept Larry Ode’s invitation to serve as his National Secretary/
Treasurer, and I agreed principally because it was Larry who was asking. 

 Since that time and having been in the middle of financial discussions pertaining to the 
National organization, I have corroborated my concerns about many of the processes, 
procedures and, quite frankly, the financial integrity of JACL’s “books.” 

 My future wishes for the National organization continue to include the following: 
• That year-end financial statements contain less detail so that the majority of JACL 

members reviewing the documents can understand them. 
• That the preliminary budget process (prior to the annual convention) be simple and straight-forward, and that draft 

copies be available for review well in advance of the convention. 
• That revenues and expenditures be tracked by fund, so that at any time we will know each fund balance. 
• That financial statements (e.g., profit and loss, balance sheet, investment activity, comparisons to budget, etc.) be 

available for review by the middle of the following month. 
• That staff resources be allocated to programs based on preassigned distributions in order to expedite the preparation of 

financial statements. 

 To me, simplicity and transparency are key to providing up-to-date, accurate, informative and understandable financial 
information to districts and chapters.  Whether I can accomplish these goals over the next two years will depend greatly on 
our financial/accounting systems and on the support of board and staff. 

SENIOR CENTER NEWS FOR JANUARY AND FEBRUARY 2023 
 By Carol Kaneko 
Note: Please visit the Senior Center website, kizukahallseniors.wordpress.com, to view the complete issues of past Senior 
Center News with photos. 

The Senior Center remains closed due to the coronavirus pandemic, and there were no deliveries in January and February. 

Happy Birthday! from the Senior Center to our January and February honorees: 
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By David Lin,
JACL National VP Planning and 
Development

Welcome to the New Year’s 
issue of the Pacific  
Citizen, and I wish you 

and your family a happy, healthy 
and prosperous 2023!

It has been my honor and privi-
lege to serve as the vp for planning 
and development in 2022, as my 
appointment ended on Dec. 31. I 
am grateful for the opportunity to 
serve on the National Board, I am 
grateful for the amazing work by 
the talented and dedicated staff and 
I am grateful to all JACL members 
for your commitment and continued 
support of the organization!

As we begin the new year, I would 
like to take this opportunity to share 
with you our 2022 accomplishments 
in the following major program areas:

• Scholarship Program: I am 
sure that you have read the recent 
announcement of the 2023 National 
Scholarship Program.  The JACL 
annually offers approximately 30 
scholarship awards for students 
who are incoming college fresh-
men, undergraduates, graduates and 
those specializing in law and the cre-
ative/performing arts. There are also  
financial aid scholarships for those 
demonstrating a need for financial 
assistance.  

Scholarship Program 2023 guide-
lines, instructions and applications 
have been posted on the JACL web-
site (www.jacl.org) and can be ac-
cessed by clicking the “Youth” tab 
on the menu bar. Since 2021, the 

application forms for this program 
have been completely online and the 
submission deadline is March 6 for 
the freshman application and April 
3 for the nonfreshman scholarship 
categories.

The PNW District has been in 
charge of the Freshman Scholarship 
Selection Committee and has suc-
cessfully completed its three-year run 
in 2022. I commend Bill Tashima and 
his team not only for their amazing 
work but also for their outstanding 
efforts in utilizing this committee 
work as a vehicle to bringing together 
generations of JACLers!

For the 2023 program, the Eastern 
District Council has graciously ac-
cepted the challenge of leading the 
Freshman Scholarship Committee 
with Linda Adams, co-president 
of the Washington, D.C., chapter, 
stepping into the chairmanship.  
A very warm welcome to Linda and 
the EDC team!   

For the Upperclassman Scholar-
ship Committee, we have been very 
fortunate having someone of Karl 
Endo’s caliber and dedication lead-
ing his team members from the IDC 
District. They have certainly done 
a great job during their first year of 
this three-year tour.

My sincere thanks to Bill, Karl, 
Linda and everyone who served on 
the Freshman and Upperclassman 
Committees, David Kawamoto for 
his continued service as the program 
mentor and Program Manager Matt 
Weisbly, along with Patty Wada, for 
their excellent staff support.

• Legacy Fund Grants Program: 
First, I want to extend a very warm 

welcome to Lisa Shiosaki Olsen 
(IDC) and Sheldon Arakaki (PNW) 
as the new co-chairs of the committee 
for the 2023 program year and thank 
them for their willingness to step up 
to the plate taking the helm of this 
program. Please be on the lookout 
for the 2023 grant program, as it 
will be kicked off later this month. 

I also want to take this opportunity 
to express my deepest gratitude to 
former co-chairs Roberta Barton 
(CCDC) and Toshi Abe (EDC) for 
their outstanding leadership, service 
and many contributions leading this 
committee for the past four years. It 
was such a pleasure working with 
both of them.

Lastly, I want to acknowledge Patty 
Wada, program manager, for all her 
great work and contributions to the 
program behind the scenes.     

•  Educat ion Fundrais ing 
Campaign: I know that all of 
you have heard and most likely 
contributed to the JACL Centennial 
Education Fund by now as this 
initiative entered into the second 
year of its three-year campaign in 
July 2022. 

of-year, must-pass omnibus 
appropriations bill. 

The politics at the time 
were that only a Republican Sena-
tor could have pulled this off, 
as they held all the leverage in 
providing the needed votes for 
passage of the final bill. Sen. Bar-
rasso’s staff worked with the bill 
negotiators over the weekend, and 
when the final version of the bill 
came out the following Tuesday, 
the two Japanese American bills 
were included.

At that point, though, there are 
rarely any guarantees in Washing-
ton — this was a near-guarantee 
that the bills would pass. While 
there were some efforts to block 
the omnibus bill, the overwhelm-
ing majority of senators voted for 
it, and it passed in the House with 
votes to spare two days before 
Christmas. The president’s sig-
nature was a formality to be done 
the next week while on vacation.

I shared this tortuous story with 
you to show there is hope that our 
Congress can be functional, that it 
passed the $1.7 trillion spending 
bill but didn’t neglect to include the 
special interest of our legislation 
to shore up the opportunities to 
tell our community’s history. And 
this was in the face of challenges 
to the telling of minority stories in 
history, ours was affirmed.

All this presents tremendous 
opportunity in the coming year. 
All expectations are that Congress 
won’t be able to find much to 
agree on with the Senate under 
Democratic control and the House 
under Republican control. 

Hopefully, this story highlights 
that there is the possibility of bipar-
tisan cooperation. It is noteworthy 
that Sen. Barrasso is from Wyo-
ming, the site of Heart Mountain 
Wyoming and the well-known 
story of Sec. Mineta and Sen. Alan 

Simpson’s longtime friendship. 
I can’t help but think that this 

was in the minds of the senator 
and his staff as they worked to get 
the bipartisan bills, including one 
named for the late secretary who 
was respected by all his colleagues 
in Washington, regardless of party. 

It is our responsibility to lever-
age the appreciation demonstrated 
for our history, to emphasize the 
importance of telling all stories 
from the rich diversity of our na-
tion’s history. The story of Japa-
nese American incarceration is 
not a particularly feel-good story 
for our nation but is one that we 
have committed to keeping in our 
memory and learn the lessons of 
how insidious racism and xeno-
phobia can become.

As we look forward to 2023, we 
have many activities of JACL and 
our Japanese American community 
beginning next month with Day 
of Remembrance, moving into 
April when we host our annual 
Leadership Summit and into July 
with convention. These are all 
opportunities for us to share our 
history with government officials, 
students and the general public. 

As we return to in-person  
activities, make sure that those 
activities are an opportunity to 
share what JACL has meant to this  
country. It is by building that good 
will that we can accomplish any-
thing, including getting impossible  
legislation passed.

Above all, I look forward to 
seeing you in person sometime 
this year, and especially in Little 
Tokyo in Los Angeles for our 
convention in July. Together, we 
will accomplish great things.

David Inoue is executive direc-
tor of the JACL. He is based in 
the organization’s Washington, 
D.C., office.

»
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By Victor Kimura, 
JACL National Secretary/
Treasurer

It took me a week to accept 
Larry Oda’s invitation to serve 
as his National Secretary/Trea-

surer, and I agreed principally 
because it was Larry who was 
asking.  

Since that time and having been 
in the middle of financial discus-
sions pertaining to the National 
organization, I have corroborated 
my concerns about many of the 
processes, procedures and, quite 
frankly, the financial integrity of 
JACL’s “books.”

My future wishes for the National 
organization continue to include 
the following:  

• That year-end financial state-
ments contain less detail so that 
the majority of JACL members 
reviewing the documents can 
understand them.  

• That the preliminary budget  
process (prior to the annual con-
vention) be simple and straight-
forward, and that draft copies 
be available for review well in 
advance of the convention.  

• That revenues and expenditures 

be tracked by fund, so that at 
any time we will know each 
fund balance.  

• That financial statements (e.g., 
profit and loss, balance sheet, 
investment activity, compari-
sons to budget, etc.) be available 
for review by the middle of the  
following month.  

• That staff resources be allocated 
to programs based on preassigned 
distributions in order to expe-
dite the preparation of financial 
statements.  
To me, simplicity and transpar-

ency are key to providing up-to-
date, accurate, informative and 
understandable financial infor-
mation to districts and chapters. 
Whether I can accomplish these 
goals over the next two years will 
depend greatly on our financial/
accounting systems and on the 
support of board and staff.  n

Let’s Raise the Bar and Con!nue to Take 
JACL’s Programs to the Next Level

»
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January – Karen Sugidono, Hatsuko Tsuji 92, and Nancy Shikuma. 

February – Jean Akiyama 90, Eiko Ceremony 98, Jeanette Crosetti, Haruyo Ishibashi 97, Carol Kaneko, Hisako 
Kodama 90, Gary Mine, Sam Sakamoto 98, Chiyeko Shikuma 98, and Eiko Stewart. 

IN MEMORIAM 
The W-SC JACL Senior Center extends its deepest sympathies to the family of Dr. Masako Miura, who peacefully passed 
away on January 26, 2023 at the age of 108. 

The W-SC JACL Senior Center acknowledges the following monetary donations: 
Birthday donations gratefully received in January and February from Hatsuko Tsuji 92, Bette Garcia, Carol Kaneko, 
Karen Sugidono, Hisako Kodama 90, and Sam Sakamoto who said, “It’s nothing to brag about, but I’m 98.” 

Special donations for the 52nd Anniversary (2023) of our Senior Center gratefully received from Bette Garcia and Karen 
Sugidono. 

Special donations in memory of Iwao Yamashita gratefully received from Shirley Nishimoto, Paul and Carol Kaneko, 
Christine Izumizaki, Jo Ann Vear, Eiko Nishihara, Yoshiko Nishihara, and the Iwao Yamashita Family – Jean, Ann, 
Shirley, Brian – with this note: “W-SC JACL Senior Center – Thank you very much for the generous koden and lovely 
funeral flower arrangement. The Senior Center brought a lot of joy, lasting friendships, and fun adventures for both our dad 
and mom, and we are truly grateful to the Senior Center and all its selfless volunteers. We appreciate your kind thoughts and 
caring support for dad all these many years. With gratitude, Iwao Yamashita Family” 

Special donation gratefully received from Shirley Nishimoto in memory of Kent Honda, son of Sunao and June Honda. 

The W-SC JACL Senior Center is most appreciative of the many kind and generous donations we have received. Arigatō! 

For those who wish to donate during this time when the Senior Center is closed, please make out your checks to: “W-SC 
JACL Senior Center” and send them to Carol Kaneko at 1835 Silvana Ln, Santa Cruz, CA 95062. Thank you for your 
generous support of our Senior Center.  

Special Note: Birthday and senior center anniversary donations are optional until the Senior Center can reopen 
again.  Voluntary donations, however, are much appreciated. 

Announcements 
In 2023, reopening the Senior Center will be considered. Of utmost importance is maintaining the health of our seniors, and 
the limited ventilation at Kizuka Hall is of concern, especially during wintry weather. We encourage all of our seniors to be 
up-to-date on their vaccinations and booster shots. 

Thank you for your continued interest in and support of our Senior Center and our members. 

FRIENDS & FAMILY OF NISEI VETERANS  By Brian Shiroyama 
 FFNV’s 31st memorial service is being planned for May 20, 2023, 12:00 PM, at Roberts Park, Oakland Hills, CA.  The 
annual reunion will be in Los Angeles (not in Las Vegas for this year), September 29 - October 1, 2023.  For current 
information on both events, please check www.ffnv.org or contact Brian Shiroyama at bshiroyama@gmail.com. 

NATIONAL VETERANS NETWORK: National Veterans Network Announces “I Am An American” 
Traveling Exhibition Theme   By Christine Sato-Yamazaki 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

For more information, contact:
Michelle Suzuki, Michelle Suzuki Communications
310-444-7115, michelle@msc-pr.com
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National Veterans Network Announces

“I Am An American” Traveling Exhibition Theme
Organization to work with National Museum of the United States Army

for Nationwide Exhibition

Washington D.C. – January 24, 2023–National Veterans Network (NVN) today announced the theme of the Nisei Soldier 
traveling exhibition scheduled to begin in 2026. The exhibition title and theme, I Am An American: The Nisei Soldier 
Experience will feature objects and stories based on the 100th Infantry Battalion, 442nd Regimental Combat Team, and the 
Military Intelligence Service including the service of 33,000 Japanese Americans who fought in the service of the United 
States. The exhibition will share the Nisei Soldier stories of loyalty and patriotism in World War II from the islands of Hawaii to 
the mainland US, including the 120,000 Japanese Americans who were forcibly relocated into 10 War Relocation Authority 
(WRA) incarceration camps.

“The traveling exhibition will highlight the service from the perspective of the men and women who fought for democracy 
overseas, while they simultaneously fought a war against prejudice at home,” said Christine Sato-Yamazaki, executive 
director, NVN. “We are currently seeking personal objects to include in the exhibition that will represent the Nisei Soldier’s “I 
Am An American” theme.”

With the theme, I Am An American: The Nisei Soldier Experience, the NVN and National Museum of the United States 
Army are seeking personal artifacts and objects, namely:

• An original “I Am An American” sign that was displayed during WWII. The sign would serve as the centerpiece and 
focal point for the traveling exhibition.

• Photos, letters, diary entries or any items that show the Nisei Soldier expressing their identity as an American.

Announced in December, the National Veterans Network, the National Army Museum, and the Army Historical Foundation are 
working on a ten-city national traveling exhibition to educate the public about the extraordinary heroism of Japanese 
American World War II Nisei Soldiers. The National Army Museum is working in collaboration with NVN to create the traveling 
exhibit from the Nisei Soldier Experience, currently on display at the National Army Museum, just south of Washington, D.C. 
This special exhibition will increase from the current 800 square feet to 1,200 square feet and expand to approximately 35 
significant historical objects, 50-75 images and three audio-visual kiosks for visitors to access nine individual soldier stories 
and an interactive map of the European and Pacific Campaign, comprised of 16 campaign videos.

When the Nisei Soldier Experience closes at the National Army Museum in 2025, the new traveling exhibit will embark on a 
five-year journey to 10 cities across the United States starting in 2026. The traveling exhibit is scheduled to be hosted in the 
following states: California (Los Angeles and San Francisco), Georgia, Hawaii, Illinois, Minnesota, New York, Texas, and 
Wyoming.

In addition to soliciting specific  “I Am An American” objects, NVN is also seeking artifacts from families of Nisei Soldiers who 
volunteered out of the WRA incarceration camp. If you are interested in donating or loaning these objects for the traveling 
exhibit, please contact NVN at info@nationalveteransnetwork.com. For more information, visit 
www.nationalveteransnetwork.com.

About National Veterans Network (NVN)
NVN’s mission is to educate current and future generations about the extraordinary legacy of American WWII soldiers of 
Japanese ancestry in order to promote equality and justice. In 2010, the organization launched a national campaign to award 
the Congressional Gold Medal to the 100th, 442nd and MIS units, and worked with Congress and U.S. Mint to design the 
medal. In 2012, the organization partnered with the National Museum of American History and the Smithsonian Institution 
Traveling Exhibition Service for a seven-city tour to promote recognition of the Nisei Soldier Congressional Gold Medal. In 
2016, along with the Smithsonian Asian Pacific American Center and Smithsonian’s National Museum of American History, 
NVN launched an online Digital Exhibition to share the story of Japanese American soldiers of WWII 
(cgm.smithsonianapa.org). From 2017-2020, NVN worked with the National Museum of the U.S. Army to gather artifacts from 
Japanese American WWII soldiers and their families that resulted in a special exhibit dedicated to Japanese American WWII 
soldiers. In 2020, the NVN in collaboration with the Smithsonian Asian Pacific American Center to develop elementary and 
middle school curriculum, lessons, and activities. The NVN continues to honor the American WWII soldiers of Japanese 
ancestry by promoting, protecting, and preserving their legacy of uncommon valor and selfless service for future generations.

Please visit us at www.nationalveteransnetwork.com, and follow the NVN on Facebook (NationalVeteransNetwork), Twitter 
(@NtlVetNetwork) or Instagram (nationalveteransnetwork).
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About The Army Historical Foundation
The Army Historical Foundation establishes, assists, and promotes programs and projects that preserve the history of the 
American Soldier and promote public understanding of and appreciation for the contributions by all components of the U.S. 
Army and its members. The Foundation serves as the Army’s official fundraising entity for the Capital Campaign for the 
National Museum of the United States Army. The award-winning, LEED- certified Museum opened on November 11, 2020, at 
Fort Belvoir, Va., and will honor the service and sacrifice of all American Soldiers who have served since the Army’s inception 
in 1775.  For more information on the Foundation and the National Museum of the United States Army, visit 
www.armyhistory.org.

About the National Museum of the United States Army
The National Museum of the United States Army provides the only comprehensive portrayal of Army history and traditions 
through the eyes of the American Soldier. By preserving, interpreting, and exhibiting invaluable artifacts, the National Army 
Museum creates learning opportunities for all visitors and bonds the American people to their oldest military service. We are 
America’s Army Museum. The U.S. Army owns and operates the Museum. The Army Historical Foundation continues its 
fundraising role in support of the Museum and manages all retail, catering and special events. For more information on the 
National Museum of the United States Army visit www.theNMUSA.org.

Christine Sato-Yamazaki

Executive Director

National Veterans Network

www.nationalveteransnetwork.com


WATSONVILLE BONSAI CLUB  By Charlie Thompson 
The Watsonville Bonsai Club upcoming meeting dates are: 

 March 27, Monday Meeting at JACL Kizuka Hall 6:30 PM 
 April 8, Saturday Meeting at JACL Kizuka Hall 1:30 PM 
 April 24, Monday Meeting at JACL Kizuka Hall 6:30 PM 

WATSONVILLE TAIKO AND SHINSEI DAIKO  By Bonnie Chihara 

Fridays Saturdays 
 10:00-11:00 am Taiko For Health 9-10am Taiko for Health 
 11:15-12:15 pm Beginning Adults 
 4:30-5:30 pm Beginning Children 
 7:00-8:00 pm Beginning Adults 
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Go For Broke Stamp
~ Availability will end in 2023 ~

The Go For Broke stamp was first issued on June 3, 2021.  Commemorative stamps 
are printed in limited quantities and sold for a limited time.  USPS has a sunset policy 
on selling commemorative stamps.  The remaining inventory will be destroyed.

People are encouraged to buy up the stamps, in showing our support for the Nisei 
soldiers legacy.

http://www.armyhistory.org/
http://www.thenmusa.org/
http://www.nationalveteransnetwork.com/
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 Contact our business manager, Kay Miyamoto, at 831 475 1088 or email us at info@watsonvilletaiko.org to 
sign up for classes. 

Our upcoming schedule- 
 April 12- Chartwell School, 12:15-1:15 pm (private event) 
 April 29-Cupertino Cherry Blossom Festival, Cupertino Memorial Park, 3:30-4:30 pm 
 April 30- Big Sur International Marathon, Big Sur, 6:45 am-11:00 am 
 June 10-Japanese Cultural Fair, Mission Plaza Park, Santa Cruz, 11:00-11:30am 

WATSONVILLE BUDDHIST TEMPLE 
Why Bring Your Children to Temple?  By Rev. Hosei Shinseki 
The title of this article might also be “Why should you come to temple?” We can all agree that the world has 
changed since many or most of us attended our temple Dharma Schools. From global warming to gender 
equality to social media, from racial equality to racial strife the world has changed a lot since the day of our 
youth. Not all changes are bad. There have been advances in medicine and technology that have made life better. 

When I attended Dharma School at the Mountain View Buddhist Temple there were certain teachings of the Buddha that 
were repeated over and over. Impermanence, interdependency and cause and effect. We learned that we can know and 
understand these truths through examples and personal experiences. 

I believe then and I believe now that our parents “made” us attend Dharma School so that we could learn and embrace these 
truths. They wanted to give us the tools to live and survive and understand our world and all that we encounter in life. 

For many of us it reinforced what was being taught at home. We learned that all our thoughts, words and actions affected 
others and can have a lasting effect on others and the world. We learned that change is inevitable and our resistance to change 
is centered on our own attachments and egos, causing our suffering when things don’t go our way. We learned that we are all 
connected to all other sentient beings and each life has value and purpose. We learned to respect one another and the world 
we live in. 

Yes, the world has changed but these truths that we learned at the temple are timeless, and thanks to our parents and 
grandparents we understand the world and life a little better. Our temple’s main purpose is to teach these truths and some of it 
may seem negative, but it needs to be heard over and over again. Understanding the world and the truths of life opens our 
eyes to the great compassion of the Buddha and his vow of namoamidabutsu. 

Our temples reinforce the values that so many of you hold dear to your hearts and do your best to instill them in your 
children. It is a clique to say but, “It takes a village”. Let your temple be a part of your village and support you as you raise 
your children, giving them the tools to live, survive and make sense in an ever changing world. 

Gassho, 
Rev. Hosei Shinseki 

Here is Rev. Shinseki’s article in the Religious section of the Pajaronian newspaper from the February 2023 issue. 
Nirvana Day 
“I have become a Buddha in this world, destroyed the five evils, removed the five sufferings, and extinguished the five 
burnings. I have countered evil with good, eradicated the suffering of birth-and-death, and enabled people to acquire the five 
virtues and attain the peace of unconditioned Nirvana. But after I have departed from this world, my teaching will gradually 
decline and people will fall prey to flattery and deceit, and commit various evils again, resulting in the recurrence of the five 
sufferings and the five burnings. As time goes on, their sufferings will intensify. As time goes on, people will become even 
more wicked.” 

WOW! The Buddha sure wasn’t very optimistic; in fact he seems pretty pessimistic doesn’t he? However, he goes on to say: 
“If when I attain Buddhahood, sentient beings in the lands of the ten directions who sincerely and joyfully entrust themselves 
to me, desire to be born in my land, and call my Name even ten times, should not be born there, may I not attain perfect 
Enlightenment. Excluded, however, are those who commit the five gravest offenses and abuse the right Dharma.” There is a 
theory in Buddhism that there are five 500 year periods. The first period is when practitioners are intent on attaining 
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enlightenment. The second 500 years the practitioners are intent on practicing meditation. In the third period practitioners are 
firmly set on hearing the Dharma (Buddhist teaching). In the fourth period they are intent on building temples and in the fifth 
period they are intent on doctrinal disputes. 

The Buddha understood that as time went on after his death the practice and understanding of the Dharma would become 
more and more difficult. Another theory is that there are three periods of time after the death of the Buddha. In this theory 
there are three dharma ages: right, semblance, and last. During the right dharma-age which lasts five hundred years, 
Sakyamuni's teaching is genuinely understood, its practices carried out, and enlightenment is achieved. During the second 
period that lasts one thousand years, practices are still performed but enlightenment is not attained. The third period lasts for 
10,000 years when practices are beyond the capacities of human beings because of the pervasiveness of the defilements of the 
time.  Shinran (1173-1263) tells us that we are now in the last dharma age and the fifth of the five hundred year periods since 
the death of the Buddha. He wanted to impress upon us that the Pure Land path was the only path effective in our present 
world and time. 

"The teachings of the Path of Sages were intended for the period when the Buddha was in the world and for the right dharma-
age; they are altogether inappropriate for the times and beings of the semblance and last dharma-ages and the age when the 
dharma has become extinct. Already their time has passed; they are no longer in accord with beings. 

Shinran implores us to not be concerned with the historical significance of the periods of time, but be concerned with our 
condition in this present era. Shinran was able to reach back to Shakyamuni and his vow of Nembutsu quoted above. Both 
Shakyamuni and Shinran understood that in this time and place the practice and attainment of enlightenment is very, very 
difficult. The one "practice" that is available to us is the Nembutsu" With the advent of the semblance and last dharma-ages, 
and this world of the five defilements, The teachings left by Sakyamuni entered into concealment. Only the compassionate 
Vow of Amida becomes widely known, and attainment of birth through the nembutsu spreads.” 

This month we are observing Nirvana Day or nehan-e, the day the Buddha died. We observe this day to honor him and 
express our gratitude to him. Thousands of years ago he knew what our lives would be like today. Thousands of years ago 
Shakyamuni Buddha was concerned for us who live today. This is an incredible compassion that is timeless and endless. His 
vow was intended for us, today here and now. For this reason we express to him our gratitude by holding a memorial for him. 

"All those who deeply entrust themselves to the two aspects of Amida's directing of virtue attain the stage equal to perfect 
enlightenment; hence, their mindfulness continues unceasingly." 

Gassho, 
Rev. Shinseki 

2023 TEMPLE RECOGNITION 
On behalf of the Watsonville Buddhist Temple, the Board of Directors would like to recognize Barbara and Bob Shingai for 
their outstanding contributions and service to the Temple. 

Barbara has served on the Board of Directors for over twenty years and she was the first female president of the Temple from 
2017 to 2018. She currently administers the daily operations of the office and does the detailed work of many events or 
special Services, as well as keeping the Board of Directors informed on any pressing issues. 

Barbara is the “go-to” person for the Temple. As they say "behind every great Woman”, Barbara has Bob. Together, they are a 
"power couple" who helps make the Watsonville Buddhist Temple run efficiently. 

Barbara and Bob have given so much to the Temple that their contributions are practically incalculable. They have been 
critical to the success of many major events throughout the years. The successes include Chicken Teriyaki, Hanamatsuri, 
Mochitsuki, Obon Festival and the Udon Feed, plus they helped arrange and stage special activities for the Temple for the 
past twenty years. 

They are known for their selflessness and will not hesitate to assist any member in need. Their hard work ethics, their  
determination and their support of the membership have been an inspiration for others in the Temple. 

Please join me in congratulating Barbara and Bob for this well deserved recognition. 

With gassho, 
Kenny Kusumoto, President  
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On behalf of the Watsonville Buddhist Temple, the Board of Directors would like to congratulate Gerry Kondo, who is being 
given a special recognition award for his outstanding contribution and service to the Temple. Gerry has been a leader and 
integral part of the Temple for the last 40 years. He was president of the Young Adult Buddhist Association in 1981 and 
served as President of the Temple in 1989 & 1990. During his term, he proved himself to be a true pillar of the community. 
After the 1989 Loma Prieta earthquake, he provided support to church members who suffered significant damage to their 
homes and property and opened up the gym to relief groups, assisting in the recovery of Watsonville. As President, he helped 
retain the spirit and culture of the Temple. He was one of the co-founders of Kokoro no Gakko in 1990 and he was the 
chairman of the Hanamatsuri and Obon Festivals numerous times. Additionally, he lead several chicken teriyaki dinner 
fundraisers. Please join me in acknowledging Gerry for this well deserved award for his years of service to the Watsonville 
Buddhist Temple. 

With gassho, 
Kenny Kusumoto, President 
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On behalf of the Sangha of the Watsonville Buddhist Temple, 
we wish to extend our deepest condolences to the family of

Mr. Tatsuro Suruki

Namo-Amida Butsu

 5 

   
 

 
 

On behalf of the Sangha of the Watsonville Buddhist Temple,  
we wish to extend our deepest condolences to the family of  

Mr. Tatsuro Suruki 
Namo-Amida Butsu  

 

  
             LEVEE CLEAN –UP 
       Sat., March 11th at 9am  
       (meet in front of temple) 
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 Guest Speaker: Bishop Harada  
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Ikebana Flower Displays, Bonsai and Doll Making Exhibits 

No live entertainment and no dining in this year 
Advance Pre-order Bento Box will be offered  

(separate flier will be coming out in a few weeks  
with more details) 
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Tentative Schedule of March 2023 

Sun., Mar. 19 - Sunday Service @ 10am (in-person) 

Sun., Mar. 26 - Sunday/Hatsumairi Service @ 10am (light lunch to follow) 

Sun., Apr. 2 - Sunday/Hanamatsuri Service @ 10am (Guest Speaker: Bishop Marvin Harada) 

Watsonville Buddhist Temple 
Temple Office Telephone (831) 724-7860 

Temple Office is temporarily closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  By Appointment only. 
Email:  buddhist@wbtemple.org   Website:  www.wbtemple.org 

Twitter: Twitter@WatsonvilleBT 
 

WESTVIEW PRESBYTERIAN CHIMES 

You Just Gained 3 New Siblings! 

In many New Testament letters, the readers are addressed as “brothers and sisters.” In fact Jesus declared in Mark 3:32-35, 
“Whoever does the will of God, he is My brother and sister and mother.”As Christians and as the Westview family, We are 
called to brotherly and sisterly love as Romans 12:10 encourages us,  “Love one another with brotherly affection.”  

So, you just gained 3 new siblings! In the past few months we welcomed 3 new members and are delighted they are officially 
part of the Westview family! On January 29 we welcomed 2 new members who are new to the Presbyterian Church. Michael 
Ortiz and Maria Gonzalez professed their faith and we welcomed them. Sheri invited Michael to attend church many months 
ago and he has been attending since, becoming a regular usher and helping pack lunches on Wednesday for SonRise Kitchen. 
He turned 30 in January and lives with his grandmother, Lee. When asked what he liked about Westview he said, “I like the 
people, the singing, and it is fun.” When asked if he feels God here? He said, “Yes, I feel God here.” When asked what God 
feels like, he said, “Happy!” He was baptized in the Catholic Church in San Juan Bautista. He helps set up almost every 
Sunday before worship. He always has a big smile and loves to help out any way he can. We are glad Michael is part of the 
Westview family. 

Maria (serving food – left photo) met Margo several months ago and immediately started helping 
her every day that SonRise Kitchen serves. Maria arrives early to help load the food into the 
truck and then serve breakfast to those without homes on the levee in the cold and sometimes in 
the rain. She is very compassionate and resourceful. The other day on a cold morning, a pregnant 
young woman who looked disheveled and dirty, came for breakfast. Maria immediately cared for 
her with compassion and kindness. She helped her connect with a social worker at Homeless 
Persons Helping Project, for she had no prenatal care and was obviously overwhelmed. Maria 
was baptized Catholic and did her First Communion at Assumption Church in Pajaro. When 
asked about her faith she shared that being a Christian is about helping others, treating them as 

family, that Christ died for us and we are given grace and forgiveness. “We are God’s children,” she said, “Jesus in me has 
made me a better person.” When asked why she wanted to join Westview, she said, “I feel love here. We are a family. You 
welcome everyone and are not judgmental. It feels like home.” She wants to baptize her 4 children (ages 16, 12, 9, & 2 
months) at Westview as well.  
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Back in August we also welcomed Kathy Banks into the Westview family as she transferred her membership from the former 
UPC. She was born into that church, as was her mother, and served in many ways in the church. She was a part of the quilting 
group at UPC and is now a part of Sew Fun at Westview. She loves to travel and recently returned from a trip to Italy with her 
husband, Ed. Kathy attends regularly. She loves being a grandmother! We are glad she is part of the Westview family. 

Let me emphasize what Maria said about Westview: “I feel love here. We are a family. You welcome everyone and are not 
judgmental. It feels like home.” I agree. You are a wonderful church family! I pray our joy and love will continue to overflow 
from Westview to all in our community. It is a privilege to serve and worship God with you, the Westview Family! 

-Pastor Dan 

Westview Opened Its Doors To Welcome Those Affected By The Flooding 
Left photo:  Margo helping at the pop-up shelter for those affected by the flooding. 

On January 4 and for several nights Westview opened its doors to those affected by the 
Pajaro River flooding. We had  2 families from Iglesia de Cristo and one from Westview 
staying in rooms, and in the gym we welcomed about 20 people without homes to spend 
the night, safe from the flooding outside.  Volunteers from Community Action Board, 
Homeless Persons Helping Project, Westview, La Selva Community Church, and others 
helped out by staying night and day for several days providing clothes, food, medical 
assistance, and a warm smile. The Salvation army provided clothing. One man in his late 
60’s came in drenched to the bone and freezing. When I greeted him with a handshake 
his hands were icy cold. We got him dry clothes, a blanket, and a hot meal. The next 
morning when I greeted him for breakfast I again got to shake his hand. This time I was 

greeted by a warm hand, a big smile, and lots of gratitude. Thank you, to all who helped! You were God’s hands of love to 
those in dire need. 

Compassion Child Update 
Do you know how to save the world?—Answer: One child at a time! 
Westview, through our deacons, sponsors a child through Compassion International. Her 
name is Adrija. She is from Bangladesh.  She is six years old, who lives with her family 
and is attending the activities at St. John’s Rahutpara. We pay $38/month to provide her 
with a quality Christian school, school supplies, good nutrition, clothes, and community 
development in her village.  Mary Lou Hoffman corresponds with Adrija on our behalf 
(right photo is a drawing from Adrija to Mary Lou and Westview). Joanne and Art 
Hayashi have sponsored a child for many years. Pastor Dan has worked with Compassion 
as a sponsor for 40 years and even got to visit his friend’s child in Guatemala many years 
ago. 

• If you sponsor a child please let Mary Lou know because she is updating the map of our children (that was started by 
our dear Edna Nagata) in the fellowship hall. 

• If you want to learn more about our child or about receiving your own Compassion child to love, ask Mary Lou, 
Joanne, or Pastor Dan, or visit Compassion.com. 

She requests that we keep her sister in our prayers so that she stays healthy. She also said that she and her family pray for us 
daily. God bless Adrija and her family! 

Live Worship Services at Westview!! 
Live Worship Services are being held at Westview Presbyterian Church at 10 am.!! 
Please wear a mask to make sure the most vulnerable among our members/friends are safe. 

If you are not able to attend church in person, you can still join us for Westview Live Zoom Sunday Online Worship Service! 
Please send Westview an email at westviewpc@gmail.com so that your name/email address can be added/accepted to our 
Zoom live recordings and you can receive an automatic email reminding you of our upcoming live services. If you are in 
need of any assistance with Zoom please call Westview at (831) 724-6222 and leave a message. Someone will call you back 
as soon as possible. 
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Guest Speakers: Pastor Rich Garcia will be the Guest Speaker for March 5, 2023. 
 Pastor Mick Erickson will be the Guest Speaker for April 16, 2023. 

Either in-person or by Zoom, come enjoy the warm company of the Westview Family as we Celebrate God's presence  
among us! 

Wednesday Zoom Scripture Reflection & Mid-Week Check-In 
Wednesdays at 4 pm. The link is emailed out weekly. Please send Westview an email at 
westviewpc@gmail.com if you would like to automatically be sent a link/reminder on a weekly basis 
about our Wednesday Mid-Week Check-Ins. 

SonRise Kitchen Update 
The SonRise Kitchen continues to serve breakfast 5 days/week at the Plaza Park in Watsonville. Thank you to all our 
volunteers! Thanks to Micky, Maria, Polly, Michael, Shizue, Victor, Mary Lou, Sheri, Judith and of course Margo. Those that 
we serve greatly appreciate it! 

Sew Fun Sewing Circle 
Tuesdays, 9:30-12:30 in the dining room at Westview, led by Rachel Clark and Peg Pierce - quilting, clothing 
construction, fabric and color selection, tote bags, quilted postcards, and more! Join us! 

Thank you to: 
 All the Contributors 
 Marcia Hashimoto:  Proof-reading 
 Cindy Hirokawa Mine:  Newsletter Coordinator and Editor 
 Victor Kimura, Recording and Acknowledging Donations 
 Jeanette Hager:  Formatting 
 Newsletter Distribution Crew
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See you next in May 2023!


